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m^Hominem pagina noflrafapit. Mart. 

We flrive to paint the manners and the mind. 

Lbtteks written; from the heart and on real occaiions^ 

hough not always decorated with the flowers of elo« 

ruence, muft be far more ufeful and interefiing than the 

tudied paragraphs of Pliny^ or the pompous declama- 

Ions of Balfac \ as they contain jufl pidiures of life 

ad manners, and are the genuine emanations of nature. 

)l this kind I (hall fele£l a few from the heap I have 

tceivedirom my correfpondents, each of which exhi- 

its a different charader, not exaggerated and 

eightened by circumflances that pafs the bounds of 

iality. 

Vol. Ill, A T<> 
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To the Adventurer.. 



SIR, Sombre-Hall, June i8, 

1 AM arrived with Sir Nicholas at this melancholy 
mol&tcd manfion. Would I cotild be annihilated dur- 
ing the infupportable tedioufnefe of fulhmer ! We arc' 
to fup this evening, after having fifhed the whole after- 
noon, by day-light, think of that, in the new arbour. 
My uncle, poor man, imagines he has a finer and rich- 
er profpeft from thonce, than the illuniinated viftas at 
Vauxhall afford, only becaufe he fees a parcel of w^oods 
. and meadows, and blue hills, and corn-fields. We have 
been vifit'ed by our only neighbour, Mrs. Thrifty, who 
entertained us with a dull hiftory of the children fhe has 
educated, at a little fchobl of her own founding, and ^ 
who values herfelf for not having been in town thefe 
ten years, and for not knowing what a drum means. 
My filler and I haVe laid a fcheme to plague her, for we- 
hA^e fent her a card, entreating her to make one at Brag 
next Sunday. For heaven's fake fend us your paper ' 
weekly, but do not give us fo many grave ones j for we 
want to be diverted after ftudying Hoyle, which we do " 
for three hours every afternoon with great attention, 
that the time may not pafs away totally ufelefs, and 
that we may be a match for Lady Shuffle next winter. 
Let us know what is done at the next Jubilee Mafque- ' 
rade. How (hall I have patience to fupport my abfencfe 
from it ! And if Madam de Pompadour comes over, as ' 
was reported when I left town, impart to us a minute ' 
account of the complexion, fhe now wears, and of every 
artfcle of her drefs ^ any milliner will explain the terms 
to .you. I don't fee that you have yet publiflied the 
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little novel I fetit you 5 I affure you it was written by a 
right honourable : but you, I fuppofe think the flyle 
colloquial as you call it, and the moral trite or trifUng. 
Colonel Caper's pindaric ode on the E O table, muft 
ftbfolutely be inferted in your very next paper, or elfe 
vever exped to hear again from 

Letitia^ 

To the Adventurer. 

SIR, I 

I APPLY to you, as a perfoti of prudence and knowledge 
"xf the world, for dire6tions hoW-ff6 extricate myfelf out 
ef a great and un^mmon difficulty. To enable myfelf 
to breed up a numerous family on a fmall preferment, 
I have been advlfed to indulge my natural propcnfity 
for poetry, and to write a tragedy : my defign is to ap- 
prentice my eldeft fon to a reputable tradefman, with 
th© profits I (hall acquire by the reprefentation of my 
^lay, being deterred by the inordinate expences of an 
Univcrfity education, from making him a fcholar. An 
•old gentlewoman in my parifh, a great reader of reli- 
gious cOntroverfy, whom celibacy and the redu6Hon of 
intered have made morofely devout, accidentally hear- 
ing of my performance, undertook to cenfure me in all 

M 

companies with acrimony and zeal, as adting inconiifl- 
catly with the dignity of my public character, and as- 
a promoter of debauchery and lewdnefs. She has in- 
formed my church- wardens, that the playhoufe is the 
temple of Satan, and that the firft Chriftiahs were ftridly 
forbidden to enter the theatres, as places impure and 
tMitagious. My congregations grow thin ^ my cletk 
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(hakes his head, and fears his mafter is not *fo found as 
he ought to be. I was lately difcourfing on the beauti- 
ful parable of the prodigal fon, and moft u)ifortunately 
quoted ErafmusTs obferyation on it, ^^ ex quo quidem 
^rgumento pojPTe.t non inelegans taxi comedia,— on 
which fubje^l a mofl eJLegant comedy might be conio 
pofed )^' which has ruined me for ever, and deflroyed 
all the little refpedt remaining for me in the minds of 
my parifhioners. What ! cried they, would the parfon 
put the Bible into Y^rfe ? w-ould he make flage-plays 
out of the Scriptures ? How, Sir, am I to ad ? Aflift 
me with yoiir advice. Am I for ever to bear unrea- 
fonable obloquy, and ondeferved reproach ? or mud 1, 
to regain the good opinion of my people, relinquifh all 
hopes of the five hundred pounds I was to gain by my 
piece, and generoufly burn my tragedy in my church* 
y^rd, in the face of my whole congregation ? 

Your's, &c. 

Jacob Thomafon* 

To the Adventurer, 

SIR, 

I BAD almofl finifhed a view of the infide of St. Peter^ 
at Rome in £utterfly>work, when my cruel parroquet 
accidentally trod upon the purple emperor, of which 
the high altar was to have been made. This is the 
firfl letter I have writte^i after my dreadful lofs : and 
It is to defire you to put an advertifement at the end 
of your next paper, fignifying, that whoever has any 
*' poirple emperors or fwallow tails ^^ to dilpofe of, 
... 6 may 
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nay hear of a parcliafet' at Ladj Whim^s In New Bond 
ftreet, 

Your's, &c. 



To the Adventurer. 

sir:. 

If you will p>y off my miik-fcorc^nd lodgings, flop 
my taylor from arrefling me, and put twenty pieces in 
my pocket, I will immediately fet out for Lyons on 
foot, and (lay there till I have tranflated into Englifh 
the manufcript of Longinus, which you talk of in your 
fifty-firft paper. Favour me with a fpeedy anfwer, di- 
rected to Mr. QiuUit, at the cork-cutter's in WyCh* 
ih'eet, Drury-lane. 

P. S. Seven bookfellers have already applied to me, 
and offer t pay me very genefoufly for my tranfla- 
tlon, efpecially as there is no French one for me to 
coniult. 

r 

To th$ Advbntur£r« 

SIR, 

Tou affed great tendemefs and fenfibility wheftever 
you fpeak of the ladies. I have always defplfed them 
as trifling and expeniive animals j and have, therefore, 
enjoyed the delicious liberty of what 'they idly and op- 
probrioufly call an old bachelor. I confider love in no 
other light, than as the parent of mifery and folly, and 
the fon of idlenefs and eafe. I am, therefore, inexpref- 
fibly delighted with a paffage of uncommon fenfc and 

A 3 ' penetration^ 
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picnctration, which I lately met with in the works of 
the celebrated Huet *, and which, becaufe no Englifh 
writer has taken notice of it, I beg you would publifh 
for the ufe of my countrymen, as it w ill impart to them 
a method of efcaping the defpicable lot of living under 
female tyranny. 

*' Love,'* fays this judicious prelate, " is not only a 
" paflion of the foul like hatred and envy, but is alfo a 
" malady of the body like a fever. It is fituated ifi 
** the blood and the animal fpirits, which are extraor- 
** dinarily inflamed and agitated j and it ought to be 
** treated methodically by the rules of medicine, in or- 
" der to eflFecl a cure. I am of opinion, that this difor-. 
" der may eafily be fubdued by plentiful fweats and co-. 
** pious bleedings, which would carry ofiF the peccant 
" humours and thefe violent inflammations, would purgjc 
" the blood, calm its emotion, and re-eftablifh it in its 
*" former natural ilate. This is not merely groundlefs. 
** conjefture, it is an opinion founded on experience*. 
** A great prince, with whom I was intixAately acquaint- 
--*• ed, having conceived a violent pafllion for a young 
** lady of exalted merit, was obliged to leave her, and 
" to take the field with the army. During this ab- 
'* fence, his love was cherifhed and kept alive by a very. 
*' frequent and regular intercourfe of letters to the 
" end of the campaign, when a" dangerous iicknefs re- 
^* duced him to extremity. By applying to the moft 
** powerful and eflicacious drugs, phyfic could boaft of, 
•* he recovered his health, but loft his ps^flSon, which 
*' the great evacuations he had ufed had entirely car- 
** ried off unknown to him. For imagining that he 
" was as much in love as ever, he found himfelf unex- 
.^* pc^e^lv col4and indifferent, th^firft time he beheld- 

*' agaift. 
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<** again the lady of T/fhbm lie "had been fo p^ftionately 
" fond. The like accident befel one pf my moft inti- 
** mate friends, who recovering from a long and flub- 
** born fever by falling into copious fweats, perceived 
" at the fame time that he was cured of a^paflion, that 
"^for fbme tii»e before had continually teii^ed and 
*' grievoufly torniented him. He had no longer an^ 
" tafte for the objeft he fornierly adored, attempted 
** in vain to renew his gallantries, and found that in- 
" fenlibility and diilike had banifhed tendern?rs ^uyl 



■ * 

Ttam your's. 



Akalq^ 



To the Adventurer* 



SIR, 

... . . • » 

"Iff one of your late fennons I am iiif()nned, for I never 
read' myfelf,that you have prefumed to fpeak with ridi- 
cule and contempt of the noble order of Bucks. Seven 

' of us agreed laft night at the King's Arms, that if ycu 
dared to be guilty of the like impudence a fecpnd time, 
wt would come in a body and untile your garret, burn 
your pocket-book of hints, throw your papers ready 
written for the prefs into a jakes, and drive you out intd 
the Strand in your tatterred night -gown and flipers : and 
you may guefs what a fine fpe(5lacle the mob will think an 
animal that fo feldom fees the fun as you do. I affure 
you, hat next to a day at Broughton's, or the darana- 

A 4 ' tion- 
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tlon of a new play, the trueft joy of our fraternity lay 
" to hunt an author." 

Your's, 



Bob Whij^Iean.. 
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Paov. Gr^ 
Many things happen between the cup and the lip. 

A RE following narrative ia by an eaftem* tradition at-^ 
tributed to one Heli £en Hamet, a moralift of Arabia, 
who is faid to have delivered his precepts in public and 
periodical orations. This tradition correfponds with 
the manner in which the narrative is introduced \ and, 
indeed, it may poilibly have no other foundation: but 
the tradition '.stfelf, however founded, is fufficient au- 
thority to coniider Heli as the literary Adventurer of 
a remote age and nation ^ and as only one number of his 
work is extant, I (hall not fcruple to incorporate it 
with my own. 

Doft thou afk a torch to difcover the brightnefs of 
the iSLorning I dofl thou appeal to argument for proofs 

•of 
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of Divine perfedion! Look down to the earth on which 
thou ftandefty and lift up thine eye to the worlds that roll 
above thee. Thou beholdeft fplendor, abundance, and 
beauty* > is not He who produced them Mighty ? Thou 
confiderefl ; is not he who formed thy underftanding. 
Wife ? Thou enjoyed j is not He who gratifies thy 
fenfes. Good ? Can aught have limited his bounty but 
his wifdom ^ or can defedts in his fagacity be difcover- 
cd by thine ? To Heli, the preacher of humility and 
refignatiouy let thine ear be again attentive, thou whofe 
heart has rebelled in fecret, and whofe wiih has filently 
accufed thy Maker. 

I rofe early in the morning to meditate, that I might 
without prefnmption hope to be heard. I left my ha- 
bitation, and, turning from the beaten path, I wander* 
ed without remarking my way, or regarding any objeft 
that I paffed, till the extreme heat of the fiin, which 
now approached the meridian^ compelled my attention* 
The wearinefs which I had infenfibly contraded by thp 
length of my walk, became in a moment infupportable j 
and looking round for (belter, I fuddenly perceived 
that I was not fat from the wood, in which Rhedi the 
hermit invefligates the fecrets of nature, and afcribes 
glory to God. The hope of improving my meditation 
by his wifdom, gave me new vigour ^ I foon reached 
the wood, I was refrefiied by^ the (hade, and I walked 
forward till I reached the cell. I entered, but Rhedi 
was abfent. I had not, however, waited long, before 
I difcovered him through the trees at fome diflance, ad^ 
vancing towards me with a perfon whofe appearance 
was, if poflible, yet more venerable, and whom before, I 
had ntver feen. 

- . A-S Wke» 



When they came near- 1 rofe up, and laying my hand 
upon my lips, I bovved myfelf with reverence before 
them. Rhedi faluted me by my name, and prefented 
me to his companion, before whom I again bowed my* 
felf to the ground. Having looked fledfadly in my 
countenance, he laid his hand upon my head, and blef- 
fed me : '* Heli," faid he. *' thofe who. deiire Know- 
^' ledge that they may teach Virtue, (hall not be dif- 
*' appointed : fit down^ 1 will relate events which yet 
*' thou knowefl but in part, and difclofe fecrets of Pro- 
." videncefrom whiqh thou may eH derive inflru6lion.^ 
We fat down, and I liflened to the counfel of an Angel, 
or the mufic of Paradife*. 

Amana, the daughter of Sanbad the fhepherd, was. 
drawing water a.t the wells of Adail, when a caravan; 
which had paffed the defart arrived, and the driver of 
the camels alighted to give them drink : thofe which 
came firjft to the wells, belonged to Nouraddin the mer- 
chant, who had brought fine linen and. other merchant- 
dife of great value from Egypt. Amana, when the 
caravan drew near, had covered herfelf with her veil, 
which the fervant of Nouraddin, to gratify a brutal cu- 
riofity, attempted to wit-hdraw. 

Amana, provoked by the indignity, and encouraged 
by the prefence of others, jftruck him with the ftaff of 
the bucket j and he was about to retaliate the violence^ 
when Nouraddin, ^ho was^ himfelf with the. caravan, 
called out tohim to forbear, and immediately hailed to 
the well; The veil of Amana had fallen off in the 
ilruggle, and Nouraddin was captivated with her beau- 
ty j the lonely confufion of offended ^nodeily that glow- 
ed upon her cheek, the difdain that fwelled her bofom, 
andttc. refentmeat that fj^arkled in her eyes, expreffed; 
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a confcloufnefs of her fex, which wanned and anintsited 
her beauty : they were graces which Nouraddin had 
never feen, and produced a tumult in his bread which 
he had never felt ^ for Nouraddin, though he had now 
great pOiTefnons, was yet a youth, and a (Iranger t9 
woman: the merchandife which he was traniporting, 
had been purchafed by hid father, whom the angel of 
death had intercepted in the journey, and the fuddett 
accefiion of independence and wealth did not difpofe 
him to reflrain the impetuofity of defice :. he, therefore, 
demanded Amana of her parents ^ his meflage was re-^ . 
ceived with gratitude and joy ^ and Nouraddin, after a 
/hort time, carried her back to Egypt, having firft pu- 
niOied the fervant, by whom (he had been infulted at thtf. 
w^, with his own hand. 

But he delayed the folemnities of marriage, till th*^ 
time of mourning for his father (liould expire 5 and thti 
gratification of a paflion which he could hot fupprtfe, 
was without much difficulty fufpended now its obje^. 
was in his power. He anticipated the happineib which 
he believed to be fecured j and fuppofed that it would 
mcreafe by expedlation, like a treafure by ufury, ofc 
which more is ftill poffelfed, as poffeflion is longer de- 
layed. 

During this interval, Amana recovered from the tu- 
multuous joy of fudden elevation ^ her ambition was at 
an end, and fhe became fulceptible of love. Nourad- 
din, who regretted the obfcurity of her birth, only be* 
caufe it had prevented the cultivation of her mind, la- 
boured inceffantly to fupply the defeft : (he received- 
kis inftru<Elion not only with gratitude, but delight 5 
while he fpoke, (he gazed upon him with efteem and 

A6 • re-vereiux,. 
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fl^verence, and had no wi(h but to return 'the happinefs 
tvhich he was impatient to beftow. 

At this time Ofmin the Caliph was upon the throne 
of £g7pt. The paflions of Ofminy thou knoweft, were 
impetuous as the torrents of Alared, and. fatal as the 
whirlwind of the defart : to excite and to gratify, was 
the whole purpofe of his mind ^ but his wifli was fliH 
unfatisfiedy and his life was wretched. His feragUo 
was filled with beauty ^ but the power of beauty he 
had exhaufted : he became outrageous to revive defire 
by a new obj«dy which he demanded of Nardic the 
eunuch, whom he had not only fet over his women, but 
his kingdom, with menaces and execration. Nardic, 
therefore, caufed a proclamation to be made, that who- 
ever fhould produce the moft beautiful virgin within 
two days, fhould ftand in the prefence of the Caliph, 
and be deemed the third in his kingdom^ 

Calefy the fervant who had been beaten by Nourad- 
din, returned with him to Egypt : the fuUen ferocity 
of his temper was increafed by the defire of revenge, 
and the gloom of difcontent was deepened by defpair : 
but when he heard the proclamation of Nardic, joy 
kindled in his afped like lightening in the darknefs oS 
a ftorm ^ the offence which he had committed againd 
Amana, enabled him to revenge the puniihment which 
it produced* H^ knew that (he was yet a virgin, and 
that her marriage was near : he, therefore, hafled to 
the palace^ and demanded to be brought before Nardic, 
who, in the midil of magnificence and fervility, the 
flattery of dependent ambition and the zeal of unH* 
inited obedience, was fitting pale and filent, his brow 
contra6led with anxiety , and his tireafi throbbing with 
apprehei^&oo,. > , 

Whca 
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When Caled was brought into his prefence, he fell 
proftrate before him : " By the fmile of my Lord," 
faid he, '' let another be diHinguilhed from the flaves 
** who mingle in obscurity, and let his favour elevate 
^* another from the dafl ^ but let my fervice be ac« 
*^ cepted, and let the defire of Ofmin be fatisfied with 
•* beauty. Amana will (hortly be efpoufed by Nou- 
" raddin^ but of Amaha the fovereign of Egypt only 
** is worthy. Hafte, therefore, to demand her } (he is 
** now with him in the houfe, to which I will condu^ 
" the meffienger of thy will.*' 

Nardic received this intelligence with'tranfports of 
joy 'y a mandate was inflantly written to Nouraddin 5 
it was fealed with the royal iignet, and delivered to Ca* 
led, who returned with a force fufRcient to compel 
obedience. 

On this day tbe moomittg of Nouraddin expired'} 
he had changed his apparel, and perfumed his perfon ^ 
his featuies were brightened with the gkdnefs of his 
heart j he had invited his friends to the feflival of his 
marriage, and the evening was to accompli(h his wifhes : 
the evening alfo was expc6led by Amana, with a joy 
which (he- did not labour to (upprefs -, and (he was hid- 
ing her bkUhes in the breaft of Nouraddin, when Caled 
irrived with the mandate and the guard. 

The dome(Ucft were alarmed and terrified^ and 
Nouraddin, being inflantly acquainted with the events 
ru(hed out of the s^artment of Amana with diforder 
and trepidation* When he faw Caled, he was moved 
with anger and difdain^ but he was intimidatedby the 
appearance of the guard* Caled immediately advanced, 
and, with looks of infolence andtriumpl), prefentedthe 
sumdate* Nouraddin feeing the royal fignet, kneel- 
ed 



94 THE ADVENTURER. No. LXXIL 

ed to receive it ^ and haviqg gazed a moment at the 
fuperfcription, prefled it upon his forehead in an agony 
of fufpence and terror. The wretch who had betrayed 
bim enjoyed the anguiih which he fuffered ^ and per* 
ceiving that he was fainting, and had not fortitude to 
read the paper, acquainted him with tlie contents ; at 
^^the name of Amana he darted, as if he had felt the 
fiing of a fcorpion, and immediately fell to the ground. 
. Caled proceeded to execute his compiiCTion without 
f cmorfe j he was not to be moved by fwooning. cxpof- 
tulation, entreaty, or tears y but having conduced A- 
tnanato the feraglio, prefented her to Nardic, with ex- 
ultation and hope.- Nardic, whofe wlflr was flattered 
by her flature and her (hape, lifted up her veil with im- 
patience, timidity, and folicitude : but the moment he 
beheld her face, his doubts were at an end : he prof* 
trated himfelf before her, as a pcrfon on whofe pleafure 
his Hfe would from that moment depend. She was con* 
dueled to the chamber of the women, and Caled was 
the iame hour invefted with bis new dignity j an a* 
partment was aHTigned him in the palace, and he was 
saade oaf^tain of the guard that kept the gates. 
. Nouraddiik when he recovered his fenfibility, and^ 
found that Amaha had been eonduded to the feraglio,. 
was feized by turn? with diilradion.and flupidity : h« 
pafiTed the night in agitations, by which the powers of 
jsature were exhaufled, and inth6 morning he lotiked 
Imnfelf into the chamber of Amana, and threw him- 
kl£ on a fofa, determined to admit no comforter^ and Vo.- 
aeceive no. fuflenance*. 
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'Numtmbtts vota exauJita malignis. Juv;. 

Prayers made and granted in a lucklefs hour. 

D&YD5N* 

W^HiLK Nouraddin was tlius abandoned to defpair,. 
J^ardic's defcription of Amana had rouzed Oiiuin from 
his apathy^ He commanded that (he fhould be prepare 
ed to receive him> aiid faon after went alone into her 
apartment. Familiar as he was with beauty, and fa« 
tlated with enjoyment, he could* cot behold Amana 
without emotion : he perceived, indeed, that (he was 
in tears, and that his prefence covered her with confu? - 
fion 'y yet he believed that her terrors would be ea£ly 
removed, that by kindnefs (he might be Toothed to fat 
miliarity, and by carcfTes excited to dalliance ^ but thd 
moment he approached her, (he jhrew herfelf at his 
feet, and entreated to be heard, with an importunitj^ 
which he chofe rather to indulge than refid : he thereto 
&re, raifed her from the ground and fup porting her in 
his arms, encouraged her to proceed. *' Let my Lord,*^ 
iaid (he,. '^ difmifs a wretch who is not worthy of hit 
** prefence, and compaOionate the diHrefs which is not 
** fiifce£tible of delight. I am tthe daughter of a (hep* 

** herd>. 
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^* herdy betrothed to the merchant Nouraddin, from 
** whom my body has been forced by the perfidy of a 
** flaye, and to whom my foul is united by indiflbluble 
** bonds, O ! let not the terrors of thy frown be up- 
on me ! Shall the fovereign of Egypt (loop to a rep- 
tile of the duft f (hall the judge of nations retain the 
worthlefs theft of treachery and revenge ? or (hallhey 
** for whom ten thoufand languifh with defire, rejoice 
** in the fuffesance of one alienated mind ^*' Ofmin, 
whofe breaft had by turns been inflamed with defire 
and indignation, while he gazed upon the beauties of 
Amana, and liftened to her voice, now fuddenly threw 
her from him, and departed without reply. 

When he was alone, he remained a few moments m 
fufpence : but the pafiions which eloquence had re- 
prefifed, foon became again predominant y and he com- 
manded Amana to be told, that if within three hours 
(be did not come prepared to gratify his wifhes, he 
would caft the head of the (lave for whom he was re« 
j«fted at her feet. 

The eunuch by whom this meffage was delivered, 
and the woman who had returned to Amana when the 
Caliph retired, were touched with pity at her diftrefs, 
ancl trembling at her danger : the evils which they 
could fcarce hope to prevent, they were yet foUcltous 
to delay } and, therefore, advifed her to requeft three 
days of prepara^ott*, that (he might fufiiciently recover 
the tranquillity of her mind, to make a juil eflimate 
of her own happinefs J and with this requeA to fend, 
fts a pledge of her obedience, a bowl of* (hedbet, in 
which a pearl had been diffolved| and of which (he 
hadfirft drank herielft. 
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To this advice, after fomc throbs of defperation, (he 
at length oonfented, and prepared to put it in execation. 
At the time when this refolution was taken, Nou« 
raddin fuddenly ftarted £rom a refllefs (htmber ^ he waa 
again flung by an inftantaneons reflefllon upon his own 
mifery, and indulged the difcontent of his mind in this 
exclamation : ' *' If wifdom and igoodnefs do indeed 
** preiide over the works of omnipotence, whence is 
" oppreflion, injuftice, and cruelty ? As Nouraddin a- 
** lone has a right to Amana, why is Amana in the 
** power of Ofinin ? O that now the juflice of Heaven. 
*^ wduld appear in my behalf! O that from this hour I 
** was Ofitnin, and Oimin Nouraddin !" The momeofc 
he had uttered this wifh, his chamber was darkened as 
with a thick cloud, which was at length diflipated by « 
burU of thunder ^ and a being, whofe appearance was 
more than human, flood before him. ^* Nouraddin,** 
£ud the vifioa, *^ I taa o£ the region above thee ; but 
** my bufinefs is with the childten of the earth. Thou 
'* haft wifhed to be Ofmin, and as far as this wifh is 
** poffible it (hall be accomplifhed > thou fhalt be en- 
abled to aflfume his appearance, and to exercife his 
power. I know not yet whether I am permitted to 
** conceal Ofiain under the appearance of Nouraddinj 
** but till to-morrow he (hall not interrupt thee.'* 

Nouraddin, who had been held motionleis by aflo- 
nifhment and terror, now recovered his fortitude as in 
the prefence of a friend ^ and was about to exprefs his 
gratitude and joy, when the genius bound a talifman on 
his left arm, and acquainted him with its power : ^' As 
** often as this bracelet," faid he, " (hall be applied tb 
** the region of thy heart, thou (halt be alternately 
'^ changed in appearance from Nouraddin to Oimin, 

" aB4> 
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i^*.and from Ofmin to Nourjidditi." The genius then 
^fiiddenly difappeared^ and Nonraddin, impatient to re- 
coyer the poffieflioo of Amana, inflantly applied the 
ilttd of the bracelet to his breaii, and the next moment 
ibund himfelf alone in an apartment of the feraglio. 

During this interval, the Caliph, who was expe6ling 
^Iie iflue of his meflTage to Amana, became reftlefs and 
limpatient : he quitted his apartment, and went into the 
'gardens, where he walked backward and forward with 
9 violent but interrupted pace ; and at length flood ilill, 
drowning and peniive, with his eyes fixed on the cleat 
iurfaoe of a fountain in the middle of the walk. Thd 
agitation of his mind continued, and at length brok^ 
^^•itt into tkit faliloquy : '^ What m tnj felkity, anci 
^* What it wf {Mwer ? I aai wretched, by tbf want of 
'^ that whxohthe caprice of women hat beftowibd bikm 
■** nyilaveb I can gratify revenge, but not deiire^-I 
^ can with-^hold felicity from him, but I cannot pro* 
^* cUr^ it to m jfeftiF. Why have 1 not power to affum'e 
^ the form in which I might eigoy my wiftiet ? I wiH 
-^ at leaft enjoy themitt thought. If I was Nouraddiil, 
^ I (hould be clafped with tranfport to the bofom of A- 
'^ mana.'' He then refigned himfelf to the poweir of 
Anagination, and was again filent ; but tlie moment his 
wifli was uttered, he became fubjeft to the genius whb 
*adju(l tranfported Nouraddin to his palace. This 
'Vfifti, therefore, was inftantly fulfilled 5 and his eyes be- 
ing ftill fixed upon the water, he perceived, with fud- 
•dcn wonder and delight, that his figure had been 
changed in a moment, and that the mirror r«fle6led an- 
"Other image. His fancy had been warmed with the 
tdeal careffes of Amana j the tumult of his mind was 
4ncreafed by the prodigy > and the gratification of his 

appetite 
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•ppctitc being the only object of his attcntron, he hail* 
cd inflantly to the palace, without refle£Ung that, as 
lie would not be known, he ^/i^ould be refufed admit- 
tance. At the door, to which he advanced with eager- 
ncfs and precipitation, he was flopped by a party of 
the guard that was now commanded by Caled ; a tu- 
mults enfued, and Caled being hadily called, believed 
that Nouraddin, in the phrtenzy of defperation, had 
fcaled the walls of the garden to recover Adiana ^ and 
rejoicing in an opportunity of revenge that exceeded 
Us hope, inflantly flabbed hixn with his poinard, but 
%t the fame time received that of the CaHph ill hie 
Jieast. Thus fell at once the tyrant aiid the traitor^ 
the tyrant by the hand which had been armed tafupk 
port him in oppreflion, and the traitor by the fury of 
the appetite which ^is perfidy had- excited* 

In the mean -rime, the man who waA believed to &e 
. ^ain, repofed in fecurity upon a fofia'; -and= Amana, b^ 
the dire6UoQ of her womtn, had prepared''th« m«ffag« 
%iid the bowl. They were now difpat^hed to tii« Ca* 
liph, and received by Nouraddin* Ho atklerflOod bf 
tbe ttieflage that Amana was yet inTioltfte ; in the joy 
4if his heart, therefore, he took the bowl, which havifi^r 
emptied, he returned by the eunuch, and commanded 
Uiftt Amana^ (hould be brought into his ptefence. 

In obedience to this command, fhe was conduced by 
her women to the door, but as (lie entered alone pal6 
and trembling •, and though her lips were forced into a 
finile, the characters which grief, dread and averfion; 
had written in* her countenance, were not efFacccT. 
Nouraddin, who beheld her diforder, exulted in the fi- 
delity of her love, and fpringing forward, threw hii 

arjt* 
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anns about her in an extafy of tencTemefs and joy ^ 
which was flill heightened when he perceived, that wl 
the charader of Ofmin thofe embraces were fuffered 
with relu6tance, which in his own were returned with 
ardor : he, therefore, retreating backward i few paces, 
applied the talifman again to his bread, and having re>- 
covered his own form, would have rufhed again into 
her arms ^ but (he ftarted from him in confufion and 
terror. He (biiled at the effedt of the prodigy ^ and 
fuftatning her on his bofom, repeated fome tender in- 
cidents which were known to no other ^ told her by 
what means he had intercepted her me£age ^ and urged 
her immediately to efcape, that they might poffisfi all 
their deiires in each other, and leave the incumbrance 
of royalty to the wretch, whoTe likenefs he had been 
enabled to afliune, and was now impatient to renounce. 
Amana gazed at him with a fixed attention, till her 
fufpicion and doubts were removed > then fuddehly 
turned fironr him, tore her garment, and looking up to 
heaven, imprecated curfes upon her head,, till her voic« 
&ultered, and fhe burft into tears. 

Of this agony, which Nouraddin beheld with unut- 
terable diftrefs, the broken exclamations of Amana at 
length acquainted him with the caufe. ^' In the bowV* 
(aid fhe, ** which thou haft intercepted, there was 
** death. I wifhed, when I took it from my lips, that 
*' the draught which remained might be poifon : a 
** powder was immediately (haken into it by an invi- 
*^ fible handy and a voice whifpered me, that him who 
** drank the potion it would inevitably deftroy.'* 

Nouraddin, to whofe heart the fatal malignity had 
now fpread, perceived that his difiblution would be 
fodden: his legs already trembled, and his eyes became 

dim 4 
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dim : lie flretched out his arms towards Amana, and 
his countenance was>di{lorted by an inefFe6hial effort 
to ipeak : impenetrable darknefs came upon him, lie 
groaned and fell backwards. In his fall the tallifinan 
again fmote his breafl ', his form was again changed, 
and the horrors of death were imprefled upon the 
features of Oimin. Amana, who ran to fupport him^ 
"when ihe perceived the lafl transformation, rufhed out 
of the apartment with the wild impetuoiity of difbac-. 
tion and defpair. The feraglio was alarmed in a mo« 
ment : the body, which was miflake? for that of Of- 
nun, was examined by the phyiicians ^ the e£Fe£(s of 
poifon were evident ^ Amana was immediately fufpe£^« 
~td : and jby the command of Shomar, who fucceeded 
his father, (he was put to death. 

** Such," faid the companion of Rhedi, " was the 
'* end of Nouraddin and Amana, of Oimin and Caled, 
'* from whofe deftiny I have withdrawn the veil : let 
** the world confider it, and be wife. Be thou flill the 
^ meflenger of inftru6lion, and let incrcafe of know^ 
** ledge clothe thee with humility." 

While mine eye was fixed upon the hoary fage, who 
had thus vouchfafed me counfel and knowledge, his 
countenance became bright as the morning, and his 
Tobe fleecy like a cloud ^ he rofe like a Vapour from 
the ground, and the next moment I faw him no 
more. 

I then turned, towards Rhedi the hermit, chilled 
with reverence, and dumb with aftonifhment : but in 
the countenance of Rhedi was the calm cheerfulnefs of 
fuperior virtue \ and I perceived that the fan£lity of his 
life had acquainted him with divine intelligence. '*Ha- 
f* met," faid he, ** the voice which thou haft heard, is 
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** the voice of Zlachis the genius ^ by whofe power the 
*^ wonders which he has related were produced. It is- 
^ thje province of Zachis to pmiiih impatience and pre-' 
'* {iunptioD, bj fulfilling the deiires of thoie who wifk 
** to interrupt the order of nature, and prefume to di- 
*^ re6k the hand of Providence. Relate what thou haft 
** beard, to prcferve others from his power.'' 

Now, therefore, let Virtue fuffer adverfity with* pa- 
tience, and vice dread to incur the mifety (he would in'- 
fiidb, for by him who repines at the fcale of Heaven, 
his own portion of good is diminifhed ^ and he who pre^ 
iumptuoufly aflumes the fword, will turn the point u|r« 
^oft-bis own bofom. 
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Infanientis dumfapientii* ^ 

Confu/ius^ errtt. HoltJ 

I mift my end* and loft liay way, 
By crack-brainM wifdom led aftray. 

To the Adventurer. 

S I R,^ 

It has been long charged by one part of mftRkind upoh 
the other, that they will not take advice j that counlel- 
and inftru6tion are g^erally thrown away, and that, in 
defiance both of admonition and example, all claim th^ 
light to chufe their own meafures, and to regulate 
their own lives. 

That there is fomething in advice very ufeful and fii* 
Intary, feems to be equally confeffed on all hands : 
fincc even thofe that reje6l*it, allow* for the moft part 
tkat rejedlion to be wrong, but charge the fault upon 
tke un&ilful manner in which it is given 5 they admit 
^c efficacy of the medicine, but abhor the naufeouf<» 
*fe of the vehicle. 

Thus mankind have gone on from century to ccntti- 
^*. fomehave been adviling others how to a6^, and 
^■^ have been teaching the advifers how 'to advife ; 
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yet very little alteration has been made in the world. 
As we mufl all by the law of nature enter life in igno- 
nace, we muft all make our way through it by the 
light of our own experience ; and, for any fecurity that 
advice has been yet able to affbrd, mufl endeavour af- 
ter fuccefs at the hazard of mifcarriage, and learn to 
do right by venturing to do wrong. 

By advice I would not be underflood to mean, the 
everlafling and invariable principles of moral and reli- 
gious truth, from which no change of external circum- 
ilances can juflify any deviation) but.fuch dire^ions as 
refped merely the prudential part of conduct, and which 
may be followed or neglected without any violation of 
cflential duties. 

It is, indeed, not fo frequently to make us good as 
to make us wife, that our friends employ the officiouf- 
neis of counfel ; and among the reje^lors of advice, who 
are mentioned by the grave and fententious with fo 
much acrimony, you will not fo often find the vicious 
abandoned, as the pert and the petulant, the vivacious* 
and the giddy. 

As the great end of female education is to get a huf- 
band, this likewife is the general fubjedl of female ad- 
vice *f and the dreadful denunciation againfl thofe vola- 
tile girls, who will not liflen patiently to the ledures 
of wrinkled wifdom, is, that they will die unmarried, 
or throw themfelves away upon fome worthlefs fellow, 
who will never be able to keep them a coach. 

I being naturally of a du6lile and eafy temper, with- 
out Arong defires or quick refentments, was always a 
favourite among the elderly ladies, becaufe I never re- 
belled againd feniority, nor could be charged with 
thinking myfelf wife before my time } but heard every 

opinion 
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o^nion with firbmifliYe filence, profcffed ittyfelf ready 
to learn from all wko feemed ihclined to teach me, 
paid the fame grateful ackxKywledgments for precepts 
contradiftory to each other, and if any controverfy a- 
rofe, was careful to fide with her who presided in the 
coaapany. 

Of this compliance*! very early found the adyan- 
tage^ for my aunt Matilda left me a very laige addi- 
tion to ray fortune, for this rcafon chiefly, as fhe her^ 
felf declared, becaufe I was not above hearing good 
counfel, but would fit from morning till night to be 
inflru6ted, while my filler Sukey, who was a year 
younger than myfelf, and was, therefore, in grcatei^ 
want of information, was fo much conceited of her 
own knowledge, that whenever the good lady in the 
ardour of benevolence reproved or inllru6led her, fhe 
would pout or titter, interrupt her with queftions, or 
embarrafs her with obje6Hons. 

I had no defign to fupplant my filler by this com- 
plaifant attention : nor, when the confequence of my 
obfequioufhefs came to be known, did Sukey fo much 
envy as defpife me ; I was, however, very well pleafed 
with my fuccefs : and having*^'received, from the con- 
current opinion of all mankind, a notion, that to be 
rich was to be great and happy, I thought I had ob- 
tained my advantages at an eafy rate, and refolved to. 
continue the fame paflive attention, fince I found my- 
felf fo powerfully recommended by it to kindnefs and 
efteem. 

The defire of advifing has a very extenfive preva- 
lence j and "fince* advice cannot be given but to thofe 
that win hear it, « patient lifiener is neceflary to the 
stccommodation: oif all thofe who defire to be coxlfirm^d 
in the opinion of their own wifdom ; a patienax "VA&txvfcx^ 
Vol, IJh B Ylo^^tw^ 
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. however, is not always to be had 5 the prcfent age, 

whatever age is prefent, is fo vitiated and difordered, 

that young people ^re readier to talk than to attend, 

' and good counfel is only thrown away upon thofe who 

are full of their own perfedlions. 

I was, therefore, in this fcarcity of good fenfe, a ge- 
neral favourite 5 and feldom faw a day in which fome 
fober matron did not invite me to her houfe, or take 
me out in her chariot, for the fake of inflru6ling me 
how to keep my character in this cenforious age, how 
to condu6l myfelf in the time of courtfhip, how to fli- 
pulate for a fettlement, how to manage a hufband of 
every chara6ler, regulate my family, and educate my 
children. 

We are all naturally credulous in our own favour. 
Having been fo often careffed and applauded for my 
docility, I was willing to believe myfelf really en- 
lightened by inflrudion, and completely qualified fo r 
^^ the taflt of life. I did not doubt but I was entering 
\ the world with a mind furnifhed againfl all exigencies, 
^ with expedients to extricate myfelf from every dif- 
ficulty, and fagacity to provide againft every danger j 1 
was, therefore, in hafle to give fome fpecimen of my 
prudence, and to fliew that this liberality of inflrudion 
had not been idly lavifhed upon a mind incapable of 
improvement. 
.^^ My purpofe, for why ihould I deny it f was like that 
'<iW other women, to obtain a hufband of rank and for- 
tune fuperior to my own 5 and in this 1 had the concur- 
rence of all thofe that had affumed the province of di- 
reeling me. That the woman was^undone who mar- 
ried below herfelf, was univerfally agreed : and though 
fome ventured to aflert, that the richer man ought in- 

yariftbly 
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Variably to be preferred, and that money vras a fuf** 
ficient compenfation for a defeftive anceftry 5 yet the. 
majority declared warmly for a gentleman, and wefe of 
opinion that upflarts fhould not be encouraged. 

With regard to other qualifications 1 had an irre- 
concileable variety of inflru6lions. I was fometimes 
told; that deformity was no defe£l in a man ^ and that 
he who was not encouraged to intrigue by an opinion 
of his perfon, was more likely to value the tendernefi 
of his wife : but a grave widow diredled me to choofe a 
man who might imagine himfelf agreeable to me, for 
that the deformed were always infupportably vigilant, 
and apt to fink into fuUenneis, or burft into rage, if they 
found their wife's eye wandering for . a moment, to a 
good face or a handfome (hape. 

They were, however, all unanimous in warning me, 
with repeated cautions, againft all thoughts of union 
with a wit, as a being with whom no liappincfs could 
poflibly be enjoyed : men of every kind I was taught 
to govern, but a wit was an animal for whom no arts 
of taming had been yet difcovered : the woman whom 
he could once get within his power, was confidered as 
loft to all hope of dominion or of quiet : for he would 
detedl artifice and defeat allurement ^ and if once he 
difcovered any failure of conduft, would believe his 
own eyes, in defiance of tears, careffes, and protefta- 
tions. 

In purfuanee of thefe {^ige. principles, I proceeded to 
form my fchemes j and while I was yet in the firft 
bloom of youth, was taken out at an affembly by Mn 
Friik. I am afraid my cheeks glowed, and my eyc« 
fparkled \ for I obferved the looks of all my fuperin* 
teadants £xed anxioudy upon me ) and I was next day 

B 2 cautiotvcd 
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eftutioned againft him from all Hands, as a man of the 
moil dangerous and formidable kind, who had writ 
veries to one lady, and then forfaken her only becaufe 
(he could not read them, and had lampooned another 
for no other fault than defaming his Mer. 

Having been hitherto accuHomod to obey, I ven- 
tured to difmifs Mr. Friik, who happily did not think 
me worth the labour of a lampoon. I was then ad- 
drefied by Mr. Sturdy, and congratulated by all my 
friends on the manors of which I was fhortly to be la« 
dy : but Sturdy's converfation was fo grofe, that after 
the third vifit, I could endure him no longer ^ and in- 
curred, by difmiiTmg him, the cenfure of all my friends, 
who declared that my nicety was greater than my pru- 
idence, and that they feared it would be my fate at lafl 
to be wretched with a wit. 

By a wit, however, I was never afterwards [attack- 
ed, but lovers of every other clafs, or pretended lovers, 
1 have often had \ and, notwithflanding^ the advice con>- 
fiantly given me, to have no regard in my choice to mj. 
own inclinations, I could not forbear to difcard fome 
£or vice, and fome &>r rudenefs. I was once loudly 
oen&red for refuting an old gentleman who ofifered an 
enormous jointure, and died of the phthyfic a ye^ af«> 
ter ^ and was fo baited with inceflant importunities, that 
I fhould have given my hand to Drone the ilock>job- 
ber, had not the redudtion of mtereft made him afraid 
of the expences of matrimony. 

Some, indeed, I was permitted to encourage ^ but 
mifcarried of the main end, by treating them according 
t6 the rules of art which had been prefcribed me. Al- 
tiUs, an old maid, infufed into me fo much haughtincfs 
and referve, that fon^e of my lovers withdrew them* 

felves 
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felres from my frowo, and returned no more ^ others 
were driven away, by the demands of fettlement which 
the widow Trajpland direded me to make ; and I have 
learned, by many experiments, that to a(k advice is to 
lofe opportunity. 

lam, SIR, 

Your humble fervant, 

P £ R D I T A. 
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V* 



Ufilfi p^fi^uU' nobis exemplar B^fffem. Hoiu 

1i*o Ihc w what pibus wifddia V J6 W^t c^ii do, 
Hfc polbt ftitsllJIyffcsin our view. 

{ FRANCtS. 

I ntvt freijuiehtlf wondered at ttle coinmoii prstffice 
bf Out likftrafhsirs of youth, in making their pupils fat 
tfiorfe^iiitimately' acquain^d with the Uiad than v^tb 
th6 Odyffcjroif Homer. l!\&» abfurd cuftom, whic& 
ftems'to ^ktifefrom the fhppofed fopcriority of the f6r« 
IMt pdem, litis "IhcHned me to make Tome refiedionsoii 
tik ettellettte of the latter: a ta& I am^e more x^a- 
dBy induded touudeitdkk^ a!s feliul^ is pcrib^uaed in 
t»^SS^st9^xyl^^&iti }oi hx'^vBtt to Pbpe^s tnb&fli^ 

2 J u^QTOi 
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tion of this work, which one may venture to pronounce 
is confufed, defedive, and dull. Thofe who receive 
all their opinions in criticifm from cuflom and autho« 
rity, and never dare to confult the decifions of reafon 
and the voice of nature and truth, mull not accufe mc 
of being affededly paradoxical, if I endeavour to 
maintain that the Odyffey excels the Iliad in many re- 
fpeds J and that for feveral reafons young fchblari 
ihould perufe it early and attentively, 

The moral of this poem is more extenfively ufeful 
than that of the Iliad j which, indeed, by difplaying 
the dire eflFeds of difcord among rulers, may re6lify the 
condu£l of princes, and may be called the Manual of 
Monarchs ; whereas the patience, the prudence, the 
wifdom, the temperance and fortitude of Ulyffes, af- 
ford a pattern, the utility of which is not confined 
within the compafs of courts and palaces, but defcends 
and diffufes its influence over common life and dail}^ 
praftice. If the faireft examples ought to be. placed 
before us in an age prone to imitation, if patriotifm be 
preferable to implacability, if an eager defire to return 
to one's country and family be more manly and noble 
than an eager defire to be revenged of an enemy, then 
ihould our eyes rather be fixed on Ulyfifes than Achil- 
les. Unexperienced minds, too eafily captivated with 
the fire and fury of a, gallant general, are apt to prefer 
courage to conflancy, and firmnefs to humanity. We 
d« not behold the deftroyers of peace and the murder- 
ers of mankind, with the deteftation due to their 
erimes j becaufe we have been inured almofl from our 
infancy to liflen to the praifes that have been wantour 
Ij lavifhed on them by the mod exquifite poetry; 
/' The Mufe»,^'* to apply th^ words of an juxcicnt Ly- 

a:iC| 
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ric, " have concealed and decorated the bloody fword 
" with wreaths of myrtle." Let the Iliad be ever 
ranked at the head of human compofitions for its fpirit 
and fublimity ^ but let not the milder, and, perhaps,' 
more infinuating and attrad^ive beauties of the Odyfley 
be defpifed and overlooked. In the one we are placed 
amidfl the rage of ftorms and tempefls : 

.7^>t trt ^n g otv'ifiurft xoTM'^ctfAivte ;^«A.f«r»>i'9. 

Iliad XVI. 384, 
And when in autumn Jove his fury pours, 
And earth is loaden with inceiTant fhowers : 
From their deep beds he bids the rivers rife, 
And open$ all the flood-gates of the ikies. 

PoFjr» 
In the other^ all is tranquil and kdate^ and calmly df« 
lightfiil : 



'AAA' «<ii Ztfvf9U Xiyu9m4C9l»f afn^mt 

*Xl«i«Mf mm^it »w4fvxu9 a^fmntt OdyiT. IV. 56^* 

Stern winter fmiles on that aufpicious clime j 
The fields are florid with unfading prime : 
From the bleak pole no winds inclement blow, 
Mold the round hail, or fliake the fleecy fnow ; 
But from the breezy deep, the Bleft inhale 
The fragrant murmurs of the wefliern gale. 

Pope. 

Accordingly, to difl:ingui(h the very different nature* 

of thefe poems, it was anciently the pradice of thofc 

who publicly recited them, to reprefent the Iliad, in 

allufion to the bloodihed it defcribed, in a robe of fcar« 

B 4 let ; 
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let: and tlie O^ySej^ on acxount of the voyages it re- 
lateSy in an azure veflment. 

THe predominant paiBon of Ulyfles being the love 
of fab country, fof the fake of which he even refufes 
immortality^ the poet has taken every occafion to dif* 
play it in the liveliefl and moft flriking colours. The 
firfl time we behold the hero, we £nd him difoonfblate- 
ly fitting on the folitary (hore, fighing to return to 
Ithaca, Uorn tU^ofitvA*, weeping inceflantly, and flill call- 
ing his eyes upon the fea, 

** While a goddefs,^^ iky* Minerva at the very begin- 
iiing of the poem, ^' by her power and her allurements 
** detidns him from Ithaca, he is dying with defire to 
** fee even fo much as the fnroke ariiie £rom his much«* 
** loved ifland : tarda fluunt ingrataque tempora !^* 
While the luxurious Phasacians were enjoying a deli* 
cious banquft, he attended not to their mirth and mu« 
fie, fjM: the time approached when he was^to teturn ' to 
Ithaca : they had j^repered ar (hip for him to fet fail in 
the very next morning y and the thoughts of his ap- 
proaching happinefi having engroffed all his foul,. 

He fate, and cy*d the fuu,and wilh'd the night—— 

To rcprefent his impatience more (Irongly, the poet 
adds a moH expreOive fimile, fuited to the fimplicity of 
ancient times : " The fetting of the fun,'* fays he, 
"** was as welcome and grateful to Ulyfles, as it is to a 

- " weU 



^ tv^l-IabbiM!l pl^vrmafi, ^h6 ear&ftlf waits fet its 
^ 4tcUxii^^ tlial b<!^ itfajF retsrtt to Ms fopper^ At^m 
M |,«^»||M, ^hUse- Ms wtarf knets are painful to hhooi at' 
«* he wslkB '«l(9nj^»*' 



*' NotwithftandiAg all the pleaic^es Mi endearments 
** I received from Calypfi>, yet^** fay* our hera, ** I 
*' perpetually bedewed with my tears the garmentjr 
^* which this immortal beauty gave to me«'^ 



Wirtta 



'Etfmfm ymtii 



We ar^ prefented in every page with frefh inftanees of 
this lore of his- country '^ and his whole behaviour con* 
vinces us, 

*Sls ukf yXMm tit itaj^ihs v^< viitHun 

Thi^ generous fentiment runs like a golden veUi; 
throughout the whole poem. 

If this animating example were duly and deeply in« 
culcated, how l^ong an impredion would it neceffarily 
make upon the yielding minds of youth, when melted 
md molHfied by the warmth of fueh exalted poetry ! - 

Nor is the Odyfley lefs excellent and ufeful, in the 
amiable pictures it affords of private aSeflions and do«* 
aie^ tendemefles. 

•— ^-and all the churities 
OC&dMTi ibUy zBii bi^other-«M 
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When Ulyffes defcends into the infernal regions, it. 
is finely contrived that he fhould meet his aged mo- 
ther Anticlea. After his firft forrow and furprize, he 
eagerly enquires into the- caufes of her death, and adds, 
** Doth my father yet live ? does my fon poffcfs my 
^' dominions, or does he groan under the tyranny of 
** fome ufurper who thinks I fhall never return ? Is my 
** wife ftill conflant to my bed ? or hath fome noble 
** Grecian married her ?"— Thefe queftions are the ve- 
X^ voice of nature and affe^lion. Anticlea anfwers, 
that " flie hcrfelf died with grief for the lofs of Ulyf- 
" fes 5 that Laertes languifhes away life in folitude and 
*' {brrow. for him : and that Penelope perpetually and 
*' inconfolably bewails his abfcnce, and fighs for his 
•* return." 

When the her©, difguifed like a ftranger, has the firfl 
interview with his father, whom he finds diverting his 
cares with rural amufements in his little garden, he in- 
forms him that he had feen his fon on his travels, but 
BOW defpairs of beholding him again. Upon this the ' 
forrow of Laertes is inexpreflible : Ulyffes can counter* 
Asit no longer, but exclaims ardently, 

I, I am he ! O father rife ! behold \ 
Thy fon ! 

And the difcovery of himfelf to Telemaclius, in the^ 
fixteenth book, in a fpeech of fhort and broken excla-^ 
mations, is equally tender and pathetic. 

The duties of univerfal benevolence, of charity, and. 
of hofpitality, that unknown and unpra6lifed virtue, are 
perpetually inculcated with more emphafis and elegance 
ihan ID any ancient |thilofo£her| and I wiih I could.not 

td4 
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tdd than in any modern. Ulyfies meets witli a friend- 
ly reception in all the various nations to which he is 
driven ^ who declare their inviolable obligations to 
prote£i and cherifh the flranger and the wanderer. A« 
bove ally how amiable is the behaviour of Eumeus to 
his unknown mafler, who afks for his charity. ** It is 
** not lawful for me,'* fayS the Aaog "T^ogC^j " I dare not 
" defpife any flranger or indigent man, even if he were 
'^ much meaner than thou appeared to be ^ for th« 
" poor and ftrangers are fent to us by Jupiter!'* 
*' Keep," fays Epidletus, ** continually in thy memory 
" what Eumeus fpeaks in Homer to the difguifed Ulyf- 
** fes." I am fcnfible, that many fuperficial French 
critics have endeavoured to ridicule all that pafles at 
the lodge of Eumeus, as coarfe and indelicate, and be- 
low the dignity of Epic poetry : but let them attend 
to the following obfervation of the greatefl genius of 
their nation : " Since it is delightful," fays Fenelon, 
*' to fee in one of Titian's landfcapes the goats climb* 
" ing up a hanging rock, or to behold in one of Te- 
" nier's pieces, a country feaft and ruflic dances 5 it is 
** no wonder, that we are pleafed with fuch natural de-^ 
** fcriptions as we find in the Odyffey. This iimplicity 
** of manners feems to recall the golden age. I am 
" more pleafed with honeft Eumeus, than with the po-' 
" lite heroes of Clelia or Cleopatra." 

The moral precepts with which every page of the- 
Odyfley is pregnant, are equally noble. Plato's wi(h is 
here accomplifhed 5 for we behold virtue perfonallyr 
appearing to the fons of men, in her moil awful andmoU 
alluring charms. 

The remaining reafons, why the Odyffey is equal, i£ 
AOt fuperior to the Iliad, and why it is a poem mofl pe* 

£^6 ox&%£^ 
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cuUarly proper for tlie peru&l of fouA^ are ; be<:ettfik 
the great variety of events aad (cenesk cofitftMS, in- 
tereft and eng^ige ^e atteatioB sckh^ than the Iliad ^ 
becaufe chsu?aS:cr6* aadktoges dratvn ftooi fsAH^tr li£e^ 
are moreofefulto thegemerality of readert^juid aie alfo 
more difficult to be drawa^ and beccHlfe the condbS ol' 
this poem, . coniider«d as ,the moft p«rfeift' o£ Spopees^ 
is nore artful and judicious tha* thaft of the othieri - 
The difcuf&on o.f thefe bcautk» will OMbe the &i^<SI 
of fofloie enfuMg paper* 



Mt9« 
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Duc'me^ Parens^ cel/ique J^minator poli^ 
^ocunque phcuit ; nulla parendi mora ejl ; 
Adfum tmpiger, Fae nolle y comitabor gemenif 
Mdliifque patiar^ quod bona licuu patu 

Seneca ex Clbantbi* 

• 

Ooadu6^ me, thou of beings caafe divine. 
Where'er I'm dellin'd in thy great defign \ 
A6Hvc,I foHo^ on: for Ihould my will 
Refif!, I\n impious ) but mufl follow fUU. 

Harris* 

BozA]»i>AB, CalipK of Egypt, had dwelt fecurely fot 
many years in the filken pavalions of pleafiure, and had 
erery n^orning anointed-his head with the oil of glad* 
ndb, when his only fon Aboram, for whom he had 
crowded his trea&ries with g»ld, extended his do- 
tBaaions with conquefts^ and fecured th^m with impreg- 
nable fortreffes^ was fuddenly wounded, as he was* 
buntings with an^ arrow from an unknown hand, and 
expired in the field. 

Boss^daby in the diflra^ion of grief and defpair, re- 
fufed to returtv to his palace, and retired to the gloomi- 
eft gf ctto in the neighbouring tnountain : he there rol- 
led himfelf on the dui^,^ tore away the hasrs of his hoary 
beard, and daiied the cup of confolation that Patienct' 
tfftted \Sam t» the gtouad. He fii&red not fab min- 
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ftrels to approach his prefence j Tjut liftened to the 
fcxeams of the melancholy birds of midnight, that flirt 
through the folltary vaults and echoing xhambers of 
the Pyramids. ** Can that God be benevolent," he 
ciied, " who thus wounds the foul, as from an ambufh, 
** with unexpected forrows, and crufhes his creatures 
*' in a moment with irremediable calamity ? Ye lying 
** Imans, prate to us no more of the jullice and the 
** kindnefs of an all-dire6ting and all-loving Providence ! 
*' He, whom ye pretend reigns in heaven, is fo far 
** from prote6ling the miferable fons of men, jthat he 
" perpetually delights to blaft the fweeteft flowcrets^ 
** in the garden of Hope j and, like a malignant giant, 
** to beat down the ilrongell towers of Happinefs with 
" the iron mace of his anger. If this Being poffeffed 
" the goodnefs and the power with which flattering 
*' prieils have inveftcd him, he would doubtlefs be in- 
** clined, and enabled to banifli thofc evils which ren- 
" der the world a dungeon of difl:refs, a vale of vanity 
** and woc.-*l will continue in it no longer!'* 

At that moment he furioufly raifed his hand^ which'. 
Defpair had armed with a dagger, to. flrike deep into 
his bofom 5 when fuddcnly thick flafties of lightning 
{hot through the caverR, and a being of more than hu« 
mtn beauty and magnitude, arrayed in azure robes, 
crowned with amaranth, and waving a branch of palm 
in his right hand, arretted the arm of the trembling 
and afl:oniflied Caliph, and faid with a majeflic fmile, 
** Follow me to the top of this mountain." 

** Look from hence," faid the awfiil condudlor j " I 
** am Caloc, the Angel of Peace} Look from hence, in* 
" to the valley." 

Bozaldab opened his eyes and beheld a Jbai-ren, a ful.- 
tfjfr and ibiitarj ifland/ in the midft of which fat a pale 

meagre^ 
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micagre, ghadly figure : it was a merchant juft periftiing 
with famine, and lamenting that he could find neither 
wild berries nor a fingle fpring in this forlorn uninha- 
bited defert j and begging the prote6lion of heaven a- 
gainll the tigers that would now certainly deflroy him, 
fince he had confumed thje laft fuel he had coUcdcd to 
make nightly fires to affright them. He then call » 
caiket of jewels on the fand, as trifles of no ufe j and 
crept, feeble and trembling, to an eminence, where he 
was accuflomed to fit every evening, to watch the fet- 
ting fun and to give a fignal to any (hip that might hap*- 
ly approach the ifland, 

" Inhabitant of heaven,^' cried Bozaldab, " fuffcr 
•* not this wretch to perifti by the fury of wild beafts/* 
•* Peace," faid the Angel, " and obferve.'* 

He looked again, and behold a veffel arrived at the 
defolateifle. What words can paint the rapture of the 
flarving merchant, when the captain offered to tranf- 
port him to his native country, if he would reward hin^ 
with half the jewels of his caiket? No foonerhad this 
pitylefs conmiander received the ftipulated fum, thaa 
he held a confultation with his crew, and they agreed 
to feize the remaining jewels, and leave the unhappy. 
c^iic in the fame helplefs and lamentable condition ia 
which they ^ifcovered him. He wept and trembled, 
intreated and implored in vain. 

Will heaven perml^^ch injuftice to be pra6lifed,'* 
exclaimed Bozaldab ! — " Look again," faid the An- 
gel, " and behold the very fhip in which, fhort fighted* 
" as thou art, thou wiftiedft the merchant might em- 
^ bark, dafh^d in pieces on a rock ^ doff thou not hear 
** the cries of the finking failors ? Prefume not to dire£b 
y th^ Qoyetnor of the Uuivcrfc ia his dvC^^^-al <i^ 
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^ eyents. The man whom thou has pitied (hall be 
"^ taken £com this dreary folitude, but not b^ the me« 
^ thod thou wouldfl prefcribe* His vice was avarice^ 
*^ by which he became not only abominable, but 
^ wretched ; he fancied fome mighty charm in wealth, 
** which, like the wand of Abdiel, would gratify every 
^ wi(h and obviate ev^ry fear» This wealth he has 
^ now been taught not only to defpife but abhc^ : he 
** call his jewels upon the fand, and confeffed them to 
** be ufelefs ^ he offered part of them to the mariners, 
*^ and perceived them to be pernicious : he has now 
*' learnt, that they are rendered ufeful or vain, good 
*^ or evil, only by the iituation and temper of the pof* 
^ feflbr. Happy is he whom diflrefs has taught wiC. 
*^ dom ! But turn thine eyes to another and more in* 
** terefting icene.^* 

Tlie Caliph inilantly beheld a magnificent palaee, a* 
domed with the ftatues of his anceHors wrought in jaf* 
per 'y the ivory d^ors of which, turning on hinges of 
^e gold of Gokonda, difcovered a throne of diamonds^ 
'ferrounded with the Rajas of fifty nations^ and with am* 
bafiadors in various habits^ and of difiereht complexions ) 
on which fat Aboram, the much- lamented fon of £o-» 
zaldab, and by hi^ fide a prkicefs fairer than a Houri. 

** Gracious Alia !— *-it is my fon," cried the Caliph— 
** O let me hold him to my heart !" " Thou canft not 
^ grafp an unfubftantial vi/ion,*' replied the Angel : 
^ I am now fhewing thee what would have been the 
•* defliny of thy fon, had he contined longer on the 
" earth.** ** And why^'* returned fiozaldab^ was he 
** not permitted to continue ? Why was not I fujflfered 
** to be a witne& of fo much felicity and powej?i** 
^ ConSder the fequel,** replied he that dwells iii th« 

fiftk 
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fifth heaven. Bozaldab leaked carneftly, and faw the 
countenance of his fon, on which he had been ufed to 
behold the placid fmile of fimplicity and the vivid 
blufhes of health, now diflorted with rage, and now fix-» 
ed in the infenfibilitj of drunkennefs : it was again ani« 
mated with difdain, it became pale with apprehenfion, 
and appeared to be withered by intemperance^ hk 
hands were flained with blood, and he trembled 
by turns with fury and terror : the palace fo lately fhiiv* 
ing with oriental pomp, changed fuddenly into the cell 
of a dungeon, where his fon lay flretched out on the 
cold pavement, gagged and bound, with his eyes put 
out. Soon after He perceived the favourite Sultana, 
who before was feated by his fide, enter with a bowl of 
poifon, which (he compelled Aboram to drink, and af- 
terwards married the fuccefibr to his throne. 

" Happy,'' (aid Caloc, ** is he whom ProVidence 
** has by the angel of death fiiatched from guilt ! from 
*^ whom that power is withheld, which, if he had pof* 
^ fefled, would have accumulated upon himfelf yet 
" greater mifery than it could bring upon others." 

•* It is enough," cried Bozaldab j ** I adore the 
" infcrutable fchemes of Onmifcience !— *From what 
** dreadful evil has my fon been refcued by death, 
*^ which I rafhly bewailed as unfortunate and prema« 
** ture 'f a death of innocence and peace, which has 
^ blefied his memory upon earth, and tranimitted his 
** fpirit to the Ikies !" 

" Cafl away the dagger," replied the heavenly mcf- 
fenger, " which thou waft preparing to plunge into 
" thine own heart. Exchange complaint for filence, 
*^ and doubt for adoration. Can a mortal look down, 
'* without giddinefs and ftupefaflion, into the vaft a« 



i 
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" byfs of Eternal Wifdom ? Can a mind that fees not 
** infinitely, perfe6lly comprehend any thing among an 
** infinity of objefls mutually relative ? Can the chan- 
** nels, which thou commanded to be cut to receive 
" the annual inundations of the Nile, contain the wi- 
** ters of the Ocean ? RemembeFj-thtrt-perfeft happi- 
•* nefs cannot be conferred on a creature 5 for perfedt 
*' happinefs is anr attribute as incommunicable as per- 
** feft power dhd eternity.'* 

The Angel, while he was fpeaking thus, fir etched 
out his pinions to fly back to the Empyreum 5 and 
the flutter of his wings was like the rufhing of a ca* 
taraft. 



No. 
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Vetcare docentes 



Pailax hiflorias monct, HoR, 

To tint th' attentive mind (he tries 
With tales of exemplary vice. 

To the Adventurer. 

SIR, 

I SHALL make no apology for the trouble I tm about 
to give you, fince I am fure the motives that induce 
me to give it, will have as much weight with you as 
they have with me ; I fhall therefore, without farther 
preface, relat<j^to you the events b^a life, which, how- 
ever infignificant and un'entertaining, affords a leifon of 
the highefl importance ^ a leiTon, the value of which 
I have experienced, and may, therefore, recommend.' 

I am the daughter of a gentleman of good family, 
who, as he was a younger brother, purchafed with the 
portion that was allotted him, a genteel poft under the 
government. My mother died when I was but twelve 
years old j and my father, who was exceflively fond of 
me, determined to be himfelf my preceptor, and to 
take care that my 'natural genius, which his partiality 
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made him think above the common rank, (hould not 
want the improvements of a liberal education. 

He was a man of fenfe, with a tolerable (hare of 
learning. In his youth he had been a free-liver, and 
perhaps for that reafon took fome pains to become 
what is called a free-thinker. But whatever fafhion- 
able frailties he might formerly have allowed in himfelf, 
he Was now in advanced life, and had at lead worldly 
wifdom enough to know, that it was neceiTary his daugh- 
ter (bould be retrained from thpfe Ubertiesy which he 
had looked upon as trifling errors in his own condud. 
He, therefore, laboured witkg^eataipplicatidilto incul- 
cate in me the love of ctdeftf the jbeauty of intfrai rtfkU ' 
tude, and the happinefs and felf-reward of virtue \ but 
at the fame time ptofe&^ithit 4efign to free my mind 
from vulgar prejudices and fuperftition, for fo he called 
Revealed Religion. As I was urged to choo&virtUe| 
and rej^d vice^ £rom moti'Ves which had no neceflarjf 
connexion > with Immortalityy t was* not led to coniidec 
% future ftate either wiUi hope or iFear : my father in« 
deed» when I urged him upon that fubje£l;, always in-, 
timated that the dodrine of immortality, whether true 
•r faUe, ought not at all to influence my condufi: or in- 
terrupt my pe^ce^ becaufe the virtue which fecured 
happinefs in the prefent date, would alfo fecure it in a 
future : a future date, therefore, I wholly difregarded, 
and, to confefs a truth, difhelieved ; for I thought I 
could plainly diicover that it was difBelieved by my fa- 
ther, though he had not thought fit explicitly to de- 
clare his fentiments. As I had no very turbulent paC> 
dons, a dudile and good difpodtion, and the highed re- 
verence for his underdanding, as well as the tendereit 
a&£tioja for him. he found it an eafy taik to make me 

adopt 



very fcntimcnt and opinion which he propofed 
s his own ^ efpecially, as he took care to fup« 
t principles by the authority and arguments of 
\ writers againfl Chriftianity. At the age of 
, I was called upon to make ufe of all the philo- 
had been taught, by his death } which not on- 
tved me of a parent I mof): ardently loved, but 
m all the eafe and affluence to which I had been 
med. His income was only for life, and he had 
liyed beyond than within it ^ confequently, 
ras nothing left for me but the pride and help 
of genteel life, a tafte for every thing elegant, 
lelicacy and fenfibility that has doubled all my 
gs. In this diftrefs, a brother of mymother^s, who 
iwnrich in trade, received meintohishoure,and 
:d he would take the fame care of me as if I had 
Ls own child. When the firft' transports of my 
'ere abated, I found myfelf in aa eafy fituation, 
m the natural cheerfalnefs of my temper, I was 
mg once more to tafle of happinefs. My uncle, 
as a man of a narrow underftanding and illibe- 
rcation, was a little dlfgufled with me for em 
5 fo much of my time in reading j but ftiU more 
!n,'happening to examine my books, he found by 
Its that fome of them were what he called blaf- 
, and ter.ded, as he imagined, "^to make me an 
L 1 endeavoured to explain my principles, 
I thought it beneath the dignity of virtue to dif- 
)r difavow j but as 1 never could make him con* 
my difference between a Deift and an Atheift, my 
ents only ferved to confirm him in the opinion 
was a wicked wretch, who, in his own phrafe, 
ed neither God nor devH. As he was really a 
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good man, tnd heartily zealous for the eflabliihed faith, 
though more from habit and prejudice than reafon, my 
crroTS gave him great affliftion : I perceived it with the 
utmoft concern j I perceived too^ that he looked upon 
me with a degree of abhorrence mixed with pity, and 
that I was wholly indebted to his good-nature for that 
prote£i(ion which I had flattered myfelf I (hould owe to 
his love. I comforted myfelf, however, with my own 
integrity, and even felt a confcious pride in fuflfering 
this perfecution from ignorance and folly, only beoaufe 
I was fiiperior to vulgar errors and popular fuperftition j 
and that Chriilianity deferved thefe appellations, I was 
not more convinced by my father's arguments than my 
uncle's condu6l, who, as his zeal was not according to 
kiLOwledge, was by no means qualified to '' adorn the 
** doftrine which he profeffed to believe/' 

I had lived a few months under the painful fenfibi- 
lity of receiving continual benefits from a perfon whofe 
eileem and aSedlion I had lofl, when my uncle one day 
came into my chamber, and after preparing me for fome 
unexpcfted good fortune, told me, he had juil a pro- 
pofial of marriage for me from a man to whom I could 
not poflibly have any objedion. He then named a 
merchant, with whom I had often been in company at 
his table. As the man was neither old nor ugly, had a 
' large fortune and a fair charafter, my uncle thought him- 
felf fufficiently authorifed to pronouce as he did, that I 
could not poflibly have any objedion to him. An ob- 
je6lion, however, I had, which I told my uncle was to 
me infuperable ^ it was, that the perfon whom he pro- 
pofed to me as the companion, the guide, and diredlor of 
my whole life, to whom I was to vow not only obedi- 

I 

cnce but rove, had nothing in kim that could ever en- 
gage 
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gage my aJFe6lion : his undcrftanding was low, his Ten* 
timents mean and indelicate, and his manner unpoljte 
and unplcafing.— — ** What fluff «is all this," interrup- 
ted my uncle, ^' fentiments indelicate ! unpolite ! his 
** underflanding, forfooth, not equal to your own ! Ah 
*^ child, if you had lefs romance, conceit and arrogance, 
^ and more true difcretion and prudence, it would do 
** you more good than all the fine books you have con- 
** founded your poor head with, and what is worfe, per- 
** haps ruined your poor foul. 1 own, it went a, little 
** againfl my confcience to accept my honefl friend's 
** kind offer, and give him fuch a pagan for his wife* 
** But how know I whether the believing hufband may 
** not convert the unbelieving wife ? As to your 
" flighty objedlions, they are fuch nonfenfe, that I 
** wonder you can fuppofe me fool enough to be de- 
** ceived by them. No, child 5 wife as you are, you 
*^ cannot impofe upon a man who has lived as many 
years in the world as I have. 1 fee your motive 5 
you have foinc infidel libertine rake in your eye, with 
•* whom you would 'go headlong to perdition. But I 
** (hall take care not to have'your foul to anfwer for as 
** well as your perfon. Either I (hall difpofc of you 
*• to an honefl man»that may convert you, or you fhall 
*• difpofe of yourfelf how you pleafe for me 5 for I dif- 
" claim all farther care or trouble about you j fo I 
** leave you to confider, whether or no the kindnefs I 
" have (hewn you, entitles me to fome little influence 
•* over you, and whether you choofe to fcek protection 
** where you can find it, or accept of the happy lot 
** providence has cut out for you." 

He left me at the clofe of this fine harangue, and I 
ferioufly fet myfelf to confider as he bade me, which of 
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tHe twd flatc&he had fet before me I ought to choofe ^ 
|o fubmit to, a legal fort of proftitution, with addition- 
al weight of ^ijury on my coafci«Bee, or to expbfe 
aiyfclf to all the diftrefles* of frieodlefs povertj, and un« 
proteded youtlu After fome hours of deliberation, I 
determined on the latter, and that more from princi- 
ple than inclination > for though mj delicacy would 
have fuffered extremely in accepting a huiband, at leafl 
indi£rerent to me > yet as my heart was perfe6Uy difen- 
gaged, and my temper naturally e^fy, I thought I could 
have been le& unhappy in following my uncle ^s advice, 
dian I might probably be by rejt&ing it ; but then I 
muft have fubmitted to an a6lion I could not think juf- 
lifiable, in order to avoid mere external diilreffes. 
This would have been philofophical. I had always 
been taught, that virtue was of itielf fufBcient to happi- 
nefs 'f and that thole things which are generally efteem- 
ed evils^ could have no power to diilurb the felicity of 
|i mind governed by the eternal rule of right, and truly 
enamoured of the charms of moral beauty. I refol ved^ 
therefore, to run all riiks, rather than depart froni 
this glorious principle ^ I felt myfelf rai^d by the trial^ 
and exulted in the opportunity of ihewing my contempt 
cif the (miles or frowns of fortime, and of proving the 
power of virtue to fuftain the foul under all the acci- 
dental drcumfta&ces of diHrefs. 

I. communicated my refblution to my uncle, aflbring 
htm at the &me time of my everlaAoag gratitude and 
fefpe£l, and that nothing (honld hare induced me to of- 
fend or di&bey him, bot his requiring m« to do what 
my reafon and co^ifeience difapprored ^ that (uppoling 
the advantages ofrichesto.be reaUy as great as he be- 
lievedi yet fUtt tho& of virtue' were, greafter, and I 

7 could 
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could not refolve to purchafe the one by a violation of 
the other ; that a falfe vow was certainly criminal ^ and 
^that it would be doing an a£l of the higheft injuflice^ 
.to eifter into fo folemn an engagement without the 
power of fulfilling it ^ that my affedions did not depend 
on my own will ; and that no man (hould poflefs my 
perfon, who could not obtain the firfl place in my heart* 
I was furprifed that my uncle^s impatience had per- 
.mitted me to go on thus far ^ but looking in his face, 
J perceived that paJion had kept him filent* At length 
fthe gathering ftorm burft over my head in a torrent of 
reproaches. My reafons were condemned as romantic 
rabfurdities, which I could not myfelf believe j I was 
accufed of deiigning to' deceive, and to throw myfelf 
away on fome worthlefs fellow, whofe principles were 
as bad as my own. It was in vain for me to aflert that 
J had no fuch defign, nor any inclination to marry at 
all> my uncle could fooner have believed the grofleft 
contradi^ion, than that a young woman could fo flre- 
nuoufly refufeoneman without being prepoflefled in fa-^ 
TOur of another. As I thought myfelf injured by his . 
accufatlons and tyranny, I gave over the attempt to 
mitigate his anger. He appealed to Heaven for the 
juftice of his refentment, and againft my ingratitude and 
rebellion j and then giving me a note of fifty pounds, 
which he faid would keep me from immediate indi- 
gence, he bade me leave his houfe, and fee his face no 
more. I bowed in fign of obedience ; and colleding 
all my dignity and refolution, I arofe, thanked him for 
his pafl benefits, and with a low curt^fy left the room« 
In lefs than an hour I departed with my little ward- 
robe to the houfe of a perfon who had formerly been 
my father^s fervant, and who now kept a (hop and let 
Vol, hi. C Vi^^"^ 
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lodgings. From hence I went the next day to vifit my 
father^s nephew, who was in pofieflion of the family ef- 
tate, and had lately married a lady of great fortune. 
He was a young gentleman of good parts, his princi- 
ples the fame as my father's, though his pra6lice had 
not been quite agreeable to the ftrid rules of morali- 
ty : however, ' fetting afide a few of thofe vices which 
are looked upon as genteel accomplifhments in young 
'fellow s of fortune, I thought him a good fort of man 5 
and as we had always lived in great kindnefs, I doubted 
not that I (hould find him my friend, and meet with 
approbation and encouragement at leaft, if not alTiilance 
from him. I told him my ftcry, and the reafons that 
kad determined me to the refufal that had incurred my 
uncle^s difpleafure. But how was I difappointed, when, 
inftead of the applaufe I expeSed for ra)^ heroic vir- 
tue and unmerited perfecutions, I perceived a fmile of 
contempt on his face, when he interrupted me in the 
following manner : " And what, in the devil's name, 
** my dear coufin, could make a woman of your fenfe 
** behave fo like ah idiot : What ! forieit all your 
** hopes from your uncle, rcfufe an excellent match, and 
reduce yourfelf to beggary, becaufe truly you were 
not in love ? Surely, one might have expefted better 
from you even at fifteen. Who is it pray that mar- 
** ries the perfon of their choice ? For my own part, 
who have rather a better title to pleafe myfelf with 
a good fifteen hundred a-year, than you who have 
" not a (hilling, I found it would not do, and that there 
^* was fomething more to be fought after in a wife than 
a pretty face or a genius ? Do you think I cared 
three farthings for the woman I married ? No, faith. 
But her thirty thoufand pounds .were worth having j 

* ** with 
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" with that I can purchafe a feraglio of beauties, and 
" indulge my tafte in every kind of pleafure. And 
" pray what is it to me, whether my wife has beauty, 
" or wit, or elegance, when her money will fupply me 
" ¥rith all that in others ? You, coufin, had ad oppor- 
** tunity of being as happy as I am: the men, believe 
" me, would not like you a bit the worfe for being 
" married ; on the contrary, you would ffnd, that for 
" one who took notice of you as a fingle woman, twen- 
** ty would be your admirers and humble fervants 
** when there was no danger of being taken in. Thus 
** you might have gratified all your paflions, made an 
** elegant figure in life, and have chofen out fome gen- 
** tie fwain as romantic and poetical as you plea&d for 
" your Cecifbee* The good John Trot hufband 
*' would have been eafily managed, and — '* Here my 
indignation could be detained no longer, and I was 
leaving the room in difdain, when he caught me by the 
hand—" Nay, prithee, my dear coufin, none of thefe 
'^ violent airs. I thought you and I had known one an- 
** other better. Let the poor fouls, who are taught 
.'^ by the priefls and their nurfes to be afraid of hell- 
** fire, and to think they fhall go to the devil for fol- 
'^ lowing nature and making life agreeable, be as out- 
" rageoufly virtuous as they pleafe ; you have too much 
" fenfe to be frighted at bugbears 5 you know that the 
'* term of your exigence is but (hort ^ and it is highly 
*' reafonable to make it as pleafant as pofiibfe.^'— *I 
was too angry to attempt confuting his arguments 5 but 
buriling from his hold, told him I would take care not 
to ^ve him a fecond opportunity of infiiltinginy diftre&, 
and affironting my underflanding ^ and fo left his houfe 
with a.refolution never to enter it again* 

C 2 ^^^ 
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■No. LXXVIII. Saturday, Auguft 4, 1753; 

'Propter Warn vivendi perdere cai^fas. 

Juv. 

Nor quit for life, what gives to life its worth. 

1 WENT home mortified and di&ppointed. M7 fpirite 
iTunk into a deje^on, which took from me for many 
days att inclination to ftir out of my lodging, or to fee a 
human face. At length I refolved to try, whether in- 
' digence and friendfhip were really incompatible, and 
whether I fhould meet with the fame treatment from a 
female friend, whofe affeflion had been the principal 
plcafure of my youth. Surely, thought I, the gentle 
Amand^ whofe heart feems capable of every tender 
and generous fentiment, willdojuftice to the innocence 
and integrity of her imfortonate friend 5 her tendcmefs 
will encourage my virtue and animate my fortitude \ her 
praifes and endearments wiU compen&te all my hard- 
ihips. Amanda was a fingle woman of a moderate in- 
dependent fortune, which I heard (he was going to be- 
fiow on a yoimg officer, who ha^ little or nothing be- 
iides his coinmiffion. 1 had no doubt of her approba- 
tion of my refufihg a mercenary match^ fince ihe her- 
felf had chofen from motives fo <rppofite to thofe which 
jarc cftlled pmdcut. She had been in the countiy fome 

Bionth^y 
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months, fo that my misfortunes hdd not reached her ear^ 
till I m^rfelf related themto her. She heard me with 
great attention, and anfwered me with politeneft 
enough, but with a coldnefs that chilled my ver^p 
heart. *^ You art* fenlible, my dear Fidelia^'' faid fiie, 
^ that I never pretended to fet my underdanding io 
<< GompetitioB' with yours. I knew my own inferior!* 
^ ty } and though many of your notions and opinions 
^ appeared to me very ftrange and particular, I never 
^ attempted to difpute them with you. To be fure, 
^^ you know beft > but it £tesas to me a very odd con- 
f^ 6u&. for one in your fituation to give offence to fo 
'^ good an uncle j firil by maintaining dodrines which 
^ aM.y be very true fc^ ought I know, but which .are. 
^ very contrary to the received opinions we are brought 
^ ttp m^ and therefore are apt to (hock a common un-- 
^' detftanding j and fecondly, to renomice hisprotedioi^ 
^ mnd throw yourfelf into the wide world, rather thaa- 
^ msrry likt man he chofe for you | to whom^ after all,:. 
^ I do not find you had any real obje^on, nor any an^ 
^ tipathy for his perfonv'^«— Antipathy, my dear ! fiud 
iy are there not many degrees, between loving and 
Ikononring a man preferably to all others, and beholding. 
ium with abhorrence and averfibn ! The firft is, in my 
opinion, the duty of a wife ^ a: duty voluntarily taken^ 
upon herfelf, and engaged in under the moH folemii 
•outrad. As to the diffiGulties that may attend my; 
{rtendlefs, unprovided date, iince they are the confe- 
qnences of a virtuous a6lion» they cannot really be 
evils, nor can they difturb that happinels which is the 
gift of virtue. *' I am heartily glad/' anfwered ihe, 
^ that you have found the art of making yourfelf hap* 
^ py by the force of imagination i I wiih your enthu- 

C 3 (la&sw 
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** fiafm may continue*^ and that you may fllll be far- 
•* ther convinced, by your own experience, of the fol- 
** ly of mankind, in fuppofing poverty and difgrace to 
" be evils." *- ' 

I was cut to the foul by the unkind manner which 
accompanied 'this farcafm, and was going to remon- 
Urate agajnH her unfriendly treatment, when her lover 
came in with another gentleman, who, in fpite of my 
full heart, engaged my attention, and for a while made 
me forget the flings of unkindnefs. The beauty and 
gracefulnefs of his perfon caught my eye, and the po- 
litenefs of his addrefs and the elegance of his compli. 
ments fdon prejudiced me in favour of hb underftand^ 
ing. He was introduced by the Captain to Amanda as 
his mod intimate friend^ and feemed detrous to give 
credit to his friend^-s judgment by making .himfelf as 
agreeable as poflible. He fucceeded fo well, that A- 
fuanda was wholly engroffed by the pleafute of his con« 
verfation, and the care of entertaining her lover and her 
new gueft y her face brightened, and her good humour 
returned. When I arofe to leave her, (he preffed me 
fo eameflly to ftay dinner, that I could not, without 
difcorering how much I refented her behaviour, refufe« 
This, however, I fhould probably have done, as I was 
naturally difpofed to (hew every fentiment of my heart, 
had not a fecret wifh arofe there to know a little more 
of this agreeable ftranger. This inclined me to think 
it prudent to conceal my refentment, and to accept the 
civilities of Amanda. The converfation grew more 
and more pleaiingj I took my (hare in it, and had more 
than my (hare of the charming ftranger^s notice and at- 
tention. As we all grew more and more unreferved, 
Ai&anda dropped hints in the courfe of th« converfa- 
tion 
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tion relating to my ftory, my fentiments, and unhappy* 
fituation. Sir George Freelove, for that was thtf 
young gentleman's name, liftened greedily to all that 
was faid of me, and feemed^to eye me with earnefl cu- 
riofity as well as admiration. We did not part till it» 
was late, and Sir George infifted on attending me to my 
lodgings ; I Urongly refufed it, not without a fenfationr 
which more properly belonged to the female than the* 
philofopher, and which I condemned in myfelf as arif* 
ing from difhoneft pride. I could not without pain fuf- 
fer the polite Sir George, upon fo fhort an acquain- 
tance, to difcover the meannefs of my abode. To a« 
Yoid this, I fent for a chair ^ but was confufed to find,- 
that Sir George and his fervants prepared to attend it- 
on foot by way of guard ^ it was in vain to difpute ^ he 
himfelf walked before, and his feryants followed It. X 
was covered with bluihes, when, after all this parade^. 
he handed me in at the little (hop door, and took leave* 
with as profound refpe^ as- if he had guarded me to a 
palace. A thoufand different thoughts kept me from 
clofing my eyes that night. The behaviour of Aman-> 
da wounded me to the foul : I found that I mufl look 
on her as no more than a common acquaintance ^ and^ 
that the world did not contain on£ perfon whom I 
could call my friend. My heart felt defolate and for- 
lorn > I knew not what courfc to take for my future 
fubfiflence 5 the pain which my pride had juft given-: 
me, convinced me that I was far from having conquer- 
ed the paffions of humanity, and that I fhould feel tooi 
fenfibly all the mortifications which attend on poverty, : 
I determined, however, to fubdue this pride, and call- 
ed to my afllilance the examples of ancient fages and 
philofophers, who defpifed riches and honours^ and felt' 
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no inconveniencies from the malice of foitune. I had al« 
VLoR reafoned mjfelf into a contempt for the world, and 
fancied myfelf fuperior to its fmiles or frowns^ when 
the idea of Sir George Freeloye rufhed upon my mind, 
and deilroyed at onc« the whole force of my reafoning. 
I foimd that however I might difregard the reil of the- 
world, I could not be indifferent to his opinion ^ and' 
the thought of being defpifed by him was infuppor table- 
I tecolleded that my condition was extremely di£ferent 
from that of an old philofopher, whofe rags perhap& 
were the means of gr«' ' ^ his gride, by attradling, 
the notice and refpedt c *nd : at lead, the philo- 

fppher^s fchemes and wiihes . ^ ^^tiy different from 
thole which at that time were tak g poffeiEon of my; 
heart. The looks and behavibur of' Sir George left 
die no doubt that I bad made as deep an impreffion in 
bis favour, as he had done in mine.. I could not bear- 
to lofe the ground I had gained, and to throw myfeff 
into a date below his notice. I .icomeid the thoughta^ 
of impofing on him with regard to mj circumffanc^s, 
ia cafe he (hould really have had favourable intentions, 
for me ^ yet to difgrace myfelf for ever in his eye, by 
fabmitting to fervitudc, or any low way of fupportihg. 
myfelf, was what I could not bring myfelf to refolve- 
on. 

In the midft of thefe refledlions^ I wa^ (urprifed the^ 
next morning by a vifit from Sir George. He made 
rcfpeftfiil apologies for the liberty he took •, told me he 
had learned from my friend, that the unkindnefs and 
tyranny of an uncle had cafl me into uneafy Qircumflan-> 
ces *, and that he could not know, that fo much beauty 
and merit were fo unworthily treated by fortune, with- 
out eameilly wiihing to be the inHrument of doing me 
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'more juilice. He entreated me to add dignity andva^ 
lue to his life, by making it conducive tb the happineft 
of mine ^ and was going on with the moft fervent offers 
of fervice, when I interrupted him by faying, that there 
was nothing in his power that I could with honour ac- 
cept, by which my life could be made happier, but 
that xefpe^ which was due to me as a woman aiid a 
gentlewoman, and which ought ta have prevented 
fuch offers of fervice from a ftranger, as pould only be* 
juilified by a^long experienced fnendihip ', that I vTas* 
not in a fituation to receive vifits, and muil decline his 
acquaintance, which neverthelefs" in a ^happier part of 
my life would have given me pleafure. 

He now had recourfe to all the. arts of his (ex, Im* 
puting his too great freedom to the force ofhispafHotl^. 
I>rotefling the moft inviolable refped^, and imploring on 
his knees, and even with tears; that { would not puniA^ 
him fo fevereiy as to deny him the liberty of feeing me, 
and making.himfelf more and more, worthy of my efteefii. 
My weak heart was but too much touched by his 
artifices, «id I had only juft fortitude enough to perfioH^ 
▼ere in refuiing his viiitS) and to infifton his leaving me^ 
which at laft he did } but it was after fuch a profufion 
of tendemeis, prayers, and proteftations, that it was- 
feme time before I cotdd recall my reafoa enough to re» 
fled on the whole of his behaviour, and 611 my own' £•- 
toatioiiy which compared^ left me. but>Uttie doubt of: 
hie diihonourable views* 

I- determined never more to admit him to my pfe*^ . 
&nce, Msd. accordingly gave orders to be denied if be 
came again. My reafon applauded, but my heart re^ 
proached me, and heavily repined at thcTigid deter- 
ainationof pruiteace. I kne^ thatl^t^i&^QSCifSwK 
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I. expelled that that confcioufnefs would make me hap- 
py, but I found it otherwife j I was wretched beyond 
i^hat I had ever felt or formed any idea of j I difcover- 
ed that my heart was entangled in a pafhon which muH 
for ever be combated, or indulged at the expence of 
virtue. I bow confidered riches as truly deiirable, iince 
they would have placed me above difgraceful attempts, 
Und given me reafonable hopes of becoming the wife of 
'Sir George Freelove. I was difcontented and unhap- 
py, but furprifed and difappointed to find myfelf fo, 
iince hitherto I had no one criminal adlion to reproach 
xayf<plf with ^ on the contrary, my difBculties were all 
owing to my regard for virtue. 

I refolved, however, to try ftill farther the power of 
rirtue to confer happinefs, to go on in my obedience to 
her laws, and patiently wait for the good effeds of it. 
£ut I had flronger difficulties to go through than any 
J[ had yet experiencedr Sir George was tog much 
pra£Ufed in the arts of feduftion, to be difcouraged by 
ft firft repujfe : every day produced either fome new 
attempt 10 fee me, or a letter full of the moil paffion- 
ate proteftations and intreaties for pardon and favour. 
Jt was in vain I gave orders that no more letters ihould 
be taken in from himi y he had. fo many different con- 
trivances %o convey them, and diredled them in hands 
£0 unlike, that I was furprifed into readipg them con- 
Irary to my real intentions. Every time I ilirred out, 
he was fure to be in my way, and to employ the 
mofl artful tongue that ever enfnared the heart of 
^oman, in blinding my reafon and awakening my paf- 

fions. 

My virtue^ however, did not yet give way y but my 
peace o£ laiad was utterly deilroyed* Whenever I 

was. 
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was with him, I fummoned all my fortitude, and con- 
ilantly repeated my commands that he fhould avoid me. 
His difobedience called for my refentment, and, in 
ipite of my melting heart, I armed my eyes with an- 
ger, and treated him with as much.difdain as I thought 
his imworthy defigns deferved. But the moment he 
left me, all my refolution forfbok me. I repined at 
my fate : I even murmured againfl the Sovereign Ruler 
of all things, for making me fubje£l to paOiions which I 
could not fubdue, yet mud not indulge : I compared my 
own iituation with that of my libertine coufin, whofe 
pernicious arguments I had heard, with horror and de« 
teilation, who gave the reins to every defire, whofe 
houfe was the feat of plenty, mirth, and delight, whofe 
face was ever covered with fmiles, and whofe heart 
feemed free from forrow and care. Is not this man, faid 
I, happier than I am ? And if fo, where is .the worth 
of virtue ? Have I not facrificed to her my fortune and 
my friends ? Do I not daily facrifice to her my darling 
inclination ? Yet what is the compenfation fhe offers 
me ? What are my profpe£b in this world but poverty, 
mortification, difappointment and grief ? Every wiihof 
my heart denied, every pafiion of humanity combated 
and hurt, though never conquered! Are thefe the 
ble^gs with whicK Heaven diilinguifhes its favour- 
ites? Can the King of heaven want power or will tO- 
diftinguiih them ? Or does he leave his wretched -crea* • 
ture« to be the fport of chance, the prey of wickedhefs .. 
and malice ? Surely, no* Yet is not the condition of 
tke virtuous often more miferable than that of the vi- 
cious ? I myfelf have experienced that it is. I am vc- ., 
xy unhappy, and fee no likelihood of my being others ]; 
nifc in this world— and all beyond th« grave is cl^xxval. 

C 6 &Qiikxiti*&».. 
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darknefs. Yet why do I iay, that I have no profpe6t 
of happinefs ? Does not the moil engaging of men offer 
me all the joys that love and fortune can be^ow ? Will 
not he pTotcB. me from every infult of the proud world 
that feoffs at indigence ? Will not his liberal hand pour 
forth the means of every pleafure> even of that highefl 
and trueft of all pleafiires, the power of relieving the 
fufferings of my fellow-creatures, of changing the tears 
of diArefs into tears of joy and gratitude^ of communi- 
cating my own happmc&.to all around me ? Is not this 
a date far preferable to that in which virtue has placed 
me ? But what is virtue ? Is not happinefs the laudable 
purfuit of reafon ? Is it not then laudable to purfue it 
by the moft probable means > Have I not been accuf- 
ing Providence of unkindnefs, whilfllmyfelf only am in 
fault for ireje^ling its offered iiavours? Surely, I have 
miflaken the path of virtue*: it mufl be that which 
leads to happinefs. The path, which I am in, is full of 
thorns and briers, and terminates in impenetrable dark- 
nefs: but I fee another that is ftcewed with flowers, 
and bright with the fimihine of profpcrity y this, furely^ 
is the path of virtue, and the road to hi^pinefs. Hi- 
ther then let me turn my. weary fieps, nor let vain and 
idle prejudices fright me from: felicity. It is forely im- 
poflible that I (hould offend God, by yielding to a. 
temptation which he has giiven me no motive to reM. 
He has allotted me a (hort and precanous^ exiflence, 
asd has placedbefore me good and eviL— 'What is good- 
but pleafurc ? What is evil but pain > Reafon and na^- 
ture diied me to chooie the firil, and avoid the kft. I 
fought fox happinefs in what is called virtue, but I 
fooBd it not ;. ihalL 1 not try the other expetimcnt, fince 
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I think I can- hardly be more unhappy by following in-t 
clination, than I am by denying it ? 

Thu» had my fr^i thoughts wandered into a wilder- 
ncfs of error, and thus had I almoft reafoned myfelf out 
of every principle of morality, by purfuing through all 
their confequences the doctrines which had been taught 
me as rules of life and prefcriptions for felicity, the ta- 
]a£nans of truth, -by which I (hould be fecured in the- 
florms of adverfity, and liften without danger to the fy-* 
sens of temptation : when in the fatal hour of my pre-« 
fiunption, fitting alone in my chamber, colleding argu-< 
ments on the fide of pafHon, almoft diflrafted with 
doubts, and plunging deeper and deeper into falfehood, 
I few Sir George Freelovc at my feet, who had gained' 
admittance, contrary to my orders, by corrupting my 
landlady. It is not neceflary to defcribe to you his 
arts, or the weak efforts of that virtue which had been 
gracioufly implanted in my he^trt, hut which I had ta* 
ken impious pains to undermine by falfe reafoning, and 
which now tottered from the foundation : fuffice it that 
I fubmitted to the humiliation I have fb well deferved, 
and tell you, that, in all the pride of human reafon, I 
dured to condemn, as the e£fe£l of weaknefs and preju- 
dice, the fUU voice of confcience which would yet have 
'warned me from ruin ; that my innocence, my honour, 
7f as the facrifice to pafTion and fophiilry ^ that my boafl-^ 
ed philofophy, and too much flattered underflanding, 
preferred me not from- the lowed depth of infamy, 
which the weakeil of my fex with' humility and reli- 
gion would have avoided. 

I now experienced a new kind of wretchednefs. My 
vile feducer tried in vain to reconcile me to the fhame- 
6d life to which he had reduced me, \>^ V>^<^^ ^^ 
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with finery, and lavifliing his fortune in procuring me 
j^leafures which I could not tafle, and pomp which 
fcemed an infult on my difgrace. In vain did I recoi- 
led the arguments which had convinced me of the law- 
fulnefs of accepting oflFered pleafures, and following the 
didates of inclination : the light of my . underftanding 
was darkened, but the fenfe of guilt was not loft. My 
pride and ray delicacy, if, criminal as I was, I may 
dare to call it fo, fuffered the moft intolerable morti- 
fication and difguft, every time I refleded on my infa- 
mous fitu^tion. Every eye feemed to upbraid me, even 
that of my triumphant feducer. O depth of mifery ! 
to be confcious of deferving the contempt of him I 
loved, and for whofe fake I was become contemptible 
to myfelf. 



No.. 
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^i/quam igitur leber ^ Sapiens \Jibi qui imperiqfus 5 
^emneque pauperieSy neque morsj neque vinculo ier< 

rem : 
Ee/ponjhre cupidinibuSy contemnere honores 
Fort is : et infeipfo tot us : teres atque rotunduSy 
Externi ne quid vaieat per l^eve morari, 

HoR, 

Who then is free ?— The wife, who well maintain^ 
An empire o'er himfelf : whom neither chains, 
Nor want, nor death, with fla villi fear infpire j 
Who boldly anfwers to his warm defire ; 
Wh o can ambition's vaineft gifts defpife 5 
Firm in himfelf who on himfelf relies ^ 
Pcilifh'd and round, who runs his proper courfe. 
And breaks misfortune with fupcrior force. 

Francis.. 



This was the ftat6 of my mind during a year which I 
pafled in Sir George's houfe. His fondnefs was una- • 
bated for eight months of the tune ^ and as I had no ' 
other objedls to (hare my attention^ neither friend nor 
relation to call off any part o£my tendernefs, all the ' 
love of a heart naturally, affectionate centered in hioK • 
The fixfl dawQings of unkindneiSt Yrex^Wxxoo Vi£^\^\.^ - 
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my watchful eyes, I had now all the torments of jea- 
loufy to endure, till a cruel certainty put an end to^ 
them. I learned at length, that my falfe lover was on 
the brink of marriage with a lady of great fortune. I 
immediately refolved to leave him 5 but could not do 
it without firft venting my full heart in complaints and. 
reproaches. This provoked his rage^ and drew on me 
infolence, which though I had. deferved, I had not 
learnt to bear. I r^eturned with fbom, which no longer 
became me, all the wages of my fin, and- tho trappings- 
of my (hame, and left his houfe in the bittereft anguiih 
of refentment and defpalr. 

I returned to my old lodgings; but unable to bear a > 
fcene which recalled every circumftance of my undo* 
Ing, nlhamed to look in.the face of any creature who 
had feen me innocent, wretched in myfelf, and hoping 
£rom change of place fome abatement of my mifery, I 
put myielf into a poft-chaiie at two in the morning, 
with orders to the driver to carry me tts far from 
town as he could before the return of night, leaving it 
to him to choofe the rdtad. 

My reafon and my (enfes feemed benumbed and flu* 
pified during my journey. I made no reflexions on 
what I was about,. i:or .formed any defign for my future 
life« When^ night came, my conduflor. would have 
flopped at a large town, but I bid him -go on to the next^ 
village. There I alighted at apaltry inn, and' difmif- 
fed my vehicle, without once c(H>fidering what I was^ 
te do with my fell, or why I choie that place foi my a«^ 
bode. To &y truth, I can give no account, of my 
thoughts at thi» period of time : they were allconfuied 
and . diHraded. A ihortfreozy muft have filled up 
tho&. boars, of which mj acatoiy setnint fiich imper-*- 



r 
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it^ traces. I remember only, that without having pul* 
led off my clothes, I left the inn as foon as I faw the 
day, and wandered out of the village. 

My unguided feet carried me to a raage of wniows- 
by a river's fide, where, after having walked fome time,^ 
the frelhnefs of the air revived my fenfes, and awaken-, 
td my rcafon*. My reafon, my memory, my anguifh 
and defpair, returned together ! Every circumflance of 
my paft life was prefent to my mind \ but mod the idea, 
of my faithlefft lover and my crihitnal love tortured my 
imagination, and rent my bleeding heart, which, ia> 
ipite of all its guilt and all its wrongs, retained the ten-» 
dereH and moil ardent affe6lion for its undoer. This, 
unguarded affcdi<m, which was the effe£l of a gentle 
and kind nature, heightened the anguifh erf r«fentment, 
and completed my mifery. In vain did I call off my 
Noughts from this gloomy retrofpe£l, and hope to find 
a. gleam, of comfort in my fiiture profpefls. They wero^ 
Mil more dreadful : poverty, attended by infamy and 
want, groaning under the cruel hand of oppreifion and 
the taunts of infolence, was before my eyes. I, who. 
had once, been the darling and the pride of indulgent 
ftrents, who had once been beloved, refpedled, and ad- 
mired, was now the outcafk of human nature, defpifed 
. and avoided by' all who had eyer loved me; by all whom 
1 had mod loved ! hateful to myfelf, belonging to no 
one',expofed to wrongs and infultvfrom all! 

*i tried to find out the caufe of this difmal change^ 
and how far I was myfelf the occafion of it. My con- 
dud with refpe6l to Sir George, thouglrl fpontaneonOy 
condemned, yet, upon recolledlion, I thought the argu- 
ments which produced it, would juilify. But as my 
principles could not greferve me from vice, neither 
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could they fudain me in adverfity : confcience was not 
to be' perverted by the fophiftry which had beclouded 
my reafon. And if any, by imputing my condu6l to 
error, ihould acquit me of guilt, let them remember, it 
Is yet true, that in this uttermoft diftrefs, I was neither 
fuftained by the conrcioufnefs of innocence, the exul- 
tation of virtue, nor the h©pe of reward ; whether I 
looked backward or forward, all was confulion and an- 
guifh, diflra£lion and defpair. I accufed the Supreme 
£eing of cruelty and injuftice, who, though he gave 
me not fufficient encouragement to reM defire, yet 
punifhed me with the confequences of indulgence. If 
there is a God, cried I, he mud be either tyrannical 
and cruel, or regardle& of his creatures. I will no 
longer endure a being which is undefervedly miferablc^ 
either from chance or defign, but fly to that annihila^ 
tion in which all my profpeds terminate. Take back, 
&id I, lifting my eyes to Heaven, the hateful gift of 
exiftence, and let my dud no more be animated to fuf- 
fering, and exalted to mifery. 

So faying, I ran to the brink of the river, and was 
going to plui^ge in, when thp cry of fome perfon very 
near me made me turn my eyes to fee whence it came. 
I was accofled by an elderly clergyman, who, with looks 
of terror, pity and benevolence, aiked what I was a- 
bout to do ? At firft I was fullen, and refufed to an- 
fwer him 5 but by degrees the compaffion he fliewed, 
and the tendernefs with which he treated me, foftei^fid 
my heart, and gave vent to my tears. 

•' O ! Madain," faid he, *' thefe are gracious figns, 
" and unlike thofe which firft drew my attention, and 
*^ made me watch you unobferved, fearing fome fatal 

" putpofe 



No. LXXlX, . THE ADVENTURER. Gj 

** purpofe in your mind. What muft be the thoughts 
** which could make a face like your's appear the pic- 
" ture of horror ! I was taking my morning walk^ and 
" have fecn you a coniiderable time j fometimes flop« 
" ping and wringing your hands, fometimes quickening 
'' your pace, and fometimes walking flow with your 
*• eyes fixed on the ground, till you raifed them \o Hea- 
'^ ven, with looks not of fupplication and piety^ but ra« 
^' ther of accufation and defi^mce. For pity tell me how 
" is it that you have quarrelled with yourfelf, -with 
*' life, nay even with Heaven ? Recall your rgsi^n and 
^ your hope, and let this ieafonable prevention of your 
'* fatal purpofe be an tameft to you of good things to 
** come, of GOD's mercy not yet alienated from you^ 
\' and (looping from his throne to fave your foul froni 
•* perdition." 

The tears which flowed in rivers horn my eyes while 
he talked, gave me fo much relief, that I found myfelf 
tible to fpeak, and defiroos to exprefs my gratitude for 
the good man^s concern for me.^ It was fo long fince I 
had known the joys, of confidence, that I £elt furprtfing 
pleafure and comfort from unburthening my heart, and 
telling my kind deliyerer every circumftance of my 
fiory, and every thought of my diflradled mind. He 
(huddered to hear me upbraid the Divine Providence ; 
and flopping me fhort, told me, he would lead me to 
one who fhould preach patience to me, whilfl (he gave 
me the example of it. * 

As we talked, he l^d iltie to his own houfe, and there 
introduced me to his wife, a middle-aged woman, pale 
and emaciated, but of a cheerful placid countenance, 
who received me with the greateft tendernefs and hu- 
manitys She faw I was diflrelTed, and her compaflion- 
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was beforehand with^ my complaints. Her tears flood 
ready to accompany mine > her looks and her voice 
rxpreffed the klnJefl concern ^ and her arduous cares 
demonftrated that true polilfenefs and hofpitality, which 
k not the effedk of art, l>ut of inward benevolence. 
While (he obliged me to take fome refreihmenty her 
huiband gave her a ihort account of my iiory, and of 
the flat^ in which he had found me. " This poor lady,'^ 
fidd he, ^' from the fault of her education and prin- 
^ ciples, fees every thing through »< gfoomy me* 
^' dium : (he aecufes Providence, and hates her exiiU 
^ ence for thofe evilt which are the common lot of 
'V mankind in this ihort (late of txiaL YoU| my dear^ 
** who are one of the greatefl fufferers 1 have known^ 
V are belt qualified to cure her of her faulty impatience y 
^ and to convince her, by your own example, that this 
^ world is not the place in which virtue is to find 
^ its reward.- She thinks no one (b unhappy as hetfelf ^. 
^ but if. (he knew all that you have gone through, ihr 
^ would furely be fenfiUe, that if you are happier 
^ thiin ihe, it ia only becaufe your principles are 
^ better.** 

^^ Indeed, my dear madam,^* (aid (he, ** that is the 
•* only advantage I have over you^ but that, indeed, 
" outweighs every thing elfe. It is now but ten^ays 
^ fince I followed to the grave my only fon, the fur- 
** vivor of eight children, who were all equally the 
** objeds of my fondeft love. Dly heart is no Icfs 
** tender than your own, nor my affedions lefs warm. 
** For a whole year before the death of my laft darling, 
^ I watched the fatal progrefs of his difeafe, and faw 
^ himfuffer the mod amazing, pains* Nor was poverty, 

" that 
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"^ that dreaded evil to which you could not fubmit^ 
** wanting to mj trials. Though my hufband is by his 
^* profeflion a gentleman, his income is fo imall, that 
-^ I and my children have often wanted neceflaries i 
"^ and though I had always a weakly conflitution, I 
** have helped to fupport my family by the labour of 
** my own hands. At this time 1 4im confuming, hf 
"^^ daily tortures, with a cancer which muft ihortiy be 
*^* my death. My pains, perhaps, might be mitigated 
'** by proper -ailiflance, though nothing could preferve 
** my life j but I have not the means to obtain that af- 
^ fiflance.^^— O hold, interrupted I, my foul is (hocked 
at the enumeration of fuch intolerable fufferings. Hoft 
is it that you fupport them ? Why do I not fee you, in 
•defpair like mine, renounce your exiflence, and put 
yourfelf out of the reach of torment ? But above all, 
tell me how it is poilible for you to preierve, amidft 
.fuch complicated mifery, that appearance of cheerful- 
Idefs and ierene complacency which ihines fo remarka- 
bly in your countenance, and animates every look and 
jBiotien?' 

" That cheerfulnefs and complacency," aniwered 
-the good woman, ** I feel in my heart. My mind is 
** not only ferene, but often experiences the higheft 
** •motions of joy and exultation, that the brightefl 
•* hopes can give.*^ And whence, faid I, do you de- 
rive this aflonilhing art of eictrading joy from mifery, 
and of imiling amidft all the terrors of pain, (brrow, 
poverty, and death ! She was illent a moment; then 
.ftepping to her clofet, reached a bible, which (he put 
.tato my hands. ** See there," faid (he, " the volume 
^^ in which I learn this art. Here I am taught, 
!^ that everbfUng glory is in flore/or all who will ac- 
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*' ccpt it upon the terms which Infiaite Pcrfedlion has 
'' prefcribed ^ here I am promifed cdjifolation, afTiil- 
*' ance and fupport &om the Lord of life ^ and here I 
^' am aflured that my traniient afflictions are only meant 
^ to fit me for eternal and unfpeakable happinefs. 
** This happinefs is at hand. The ihort remainder of 
^' my life feems but a point beyond which opens the 
*' glorious profped of immortality. Thus encouraged, 
^' how (hould I be dcje6led ? Thus fppported, how 
** (hould I fink ? With fuch profpe6^s, fuch aflured 
** hopes, how can I be otherwife than happy ?'* 

While file fpoke, her eyes fparkled, and her whole 
face feemed animated with joy. I was ftruck with 
her manner, as well as her words. Every fyllable filie 
uttered feemed to fink into my foul, fo that I never 
can forget it. I refolved to examine a religion, which 
was capable of producing fuch effe£ls as I could not at- 
tribute either to chance or error. The good couple 
prefied me with fo much unafle6led kindnefs, to make 
their little parfonage my afylum till I could better dif- 
pofe of rayfelf, that I accepted their oflFer. Here, 
with the afliftance of the clergyman, who is a plain, 
(enfible, and truly pious man, I have fi;udied the Holy 
Scriptures, and the evidences of their authority. But 
after reading them wuh candour and attention, I found 
all the extrinfic arguments of their truth fuperfiuous. 
The excellency of their precepts, the confiftency of 
their do6lrines, and the glorious motives and encou- 
ragements to virtue which they propofe, together with 
the flriking example I had before my eyes of their fa- 
lutary effedls, left me no doubt of their divine authori- 
ty 

. S ~ . . During 
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During the time of my abode here, I have been 
witnefs to the more than heroic, the joyful, the trir 

S umphant death of the dear good woman. With as 
much foftnefs and tendernefs as ever I faw in a female 
charader, fhe (hewed more dauntlefs intrepidity than 
the flernefl philofopher or the proudefl hero. No tor- 
ment could (hake the conflancy of her foul^ or length 
of pain wear out the flrength of her patience. De^h 
was to her an obje6l not of horror but of hope. When 
I heard her pour forth her .lad breath in thanfgiving, 
and faw the fmile of ^xtafy remain on her pale face 

< when life was fled, I could not help crying out in the' 
beautiful language I had lately learned from the facred 
iVritings, " O Death ! where is thy fling ? O Grave I 
" where is thy vi6lory ?" 

I am now preparing to leave my excellent benefac- 
tor, and get my bread in a fervice, to which he has re- 
commended me, in a neighbouring family. A Hate of 
fervitude, to which once I could not refolve to yield, 
appears no longer dreadful to me j that pride, which 
Tvould have made it galling, Chriftianity has fubdued, 
though philofophy attempted it in vain. As a penitent, 
.1 fhould gratefully fubmit to mortification ^ but a6 a 
Chriftian, I find myfelf fuperior to every mortification, 
except the fenfe of guilt. This has humbled me to 
the dud J but the full aiTurances that are given me by 
the Saviour of the World, of the Divine pardon and 
favour upon fincere repentance, have calmed my trou- 
bled fpirit, and filled my mind with peace and joy, 
which the world can neither give nor take away. Thus, 
without any change for the better in my outward cir- 
cumdances, I find myfelf changed from a diilradled, 
poor, defpairing^wretch, to a contented, happy, grateful 
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being j tb&nkfulfor, and plcafed with my prcfent jflate 
•of exiflence, yet exulting in the hope of quitting it for 
endlefs glory and happineis. 

O ! Sir, tell the unthinking mortals, who will not take 
the pains of inquiring into thofe truths which mod 
concern them, and who are led by fafhion, and the 
pride of human reafott, into a contempt for the Sacred 
Oracles of God ; tell them thefe amazing effe£ls of the 
power of ChrifHanity : tell them this truth which ex- 
perience has taught me, that, *^ Though Vice is con- 
** ilantly attended by mifery, Virtue itfelf cannot con- 
** fer happinefs in this world, except it is animated 
** with the hopes of eternal blifs in the world to 



*^ come,** 



1 am, &c. 

Fidelia:" 



Nc 
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ifott defunt crqffi quidam^ quijludiofos ah bujufmodi libris 

deterreatUy ceupoeticisy ut vacant ^ is^jad morum inte^ 

gritatem qfflcientibus. Ego vero ^tgnos cenfeo quos et 

omnibus in ludis praiegant adolofcentue literatores^ is^ 

Jibt legant relegantquefenes* 

Erasmus. 

There are -oot wanting perfons fo dull and infenfible^ 
as to deter Undents from reading books of this ktnd^ 
which, they fay, are poetical, and pernicious to the 
purity of morals : but I am of opinion, that they are 
not only worthy to be read by the in(lru6tors of 
youth in their fchools, but that the old and experi^^ 
enced ihould again and again perufe them* 



Greatness, ndvelty, and beauty, are ufually and juft^^ 
ly reckoned the three principal fources of the pleafures 
that ftrike the imagination. If the Iliad be allowed 
to abound in obje&sf that may be referred to the firft 
Vol. III. D fpecieS; 
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fpecies, yet the Odyfley may boaft a greater number 
of images that are beautiful and uncommon. The vafl; 
variety of fcenes perpetually (hifting before us, the 
train of unezpe£ted events, and the many fudden turns 
, of fortune in this diverfified poem, mull more deejfly 
engage the reader, and keep his attention more alive 
and adlive, than the martial uniformity of the Iliad. 
The cpntinugl glare of a. ^ngle. colour that ujichange« 
ably predominates throughout a whole piece, is apt to 
daczle and difguft the eye of the beholder. I will not^ 
indeed, prefume to fiiy with Vokaire^ that among the 
greateft admirers of antiquity, there is fcarce one to 
be. found, who could ever read the Iliad with that ea- 
gernefs and rapture which a woman feels when flie 
perufcs the novel of Zayde, but will however venture 
to affirm^ \\i9X ih^ Jpeciofa miracula of the Odyfley are 
better calculated to excite pur i;urioi}ty and wonder, 
and to alluj^e us forward with unexfinguiihed impa* 
tience to the catailrophe, than the perpetual tumult 
and terror that reigp thrQughthe Iliadf* 

' The. bopndlefs exuberance of his imagination, Us 
unwearied, fpirit and fire, kn^iuvtn «5^, has enabled Ho- 
mer to diverfify the defcriptions of his battles with 
.many circumftances of great variety: fometimes by 
(pecifyiag the diflferent chara^ers, ages, prefe^ons, pr 
nations of his dying heroes \ fometimes by defcribing 
diflferent kinds of wounds ^nd deaths \ and fometimes 
by tender and pathetic ftrokes, which remind the 
reader of the aged parent w)i.o is foiidly expefting this 
return of his fon juft murdered, of the defolate condi- 
tion of the widbws who will now be enflaved, and of 
/^he children that will be dalhed againft the flones. 
.3ut notwithfta^ding this ^dicate art and addrefs in 

the 
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the poet, the fubjeft remains the fame 5 and from this 
famenefs, it will^ I fear, grow tedious and iniipid to 
impartial readers : thefe fmall modifications and ad- 
junds SLxt not fufficiently efHcacious to give the grace 
of novelty to repetition, and to make tautology de» 
lightful : the battles are indeed nobly and varioufly 
painted, yet dill they are only battles. But when we 
accompany Ulyfles through the manifold perils he un^ 
derwent by fea and land, and vifit with him the ftrange 
nations to which the anger of Neptune has driven bins, 
all whofe manners and ci}(loms are defer ibed in the 
jDoft lively and pi6lurerque terms ^ when we furvey 
the wondrous mo&fters he encountered and efcaped, 

jint^baten^ Scyhamque^ 6* 4:um Cyciope Sbaribdin \ 

Antiphates his hideous feaft devour, 
Charybdis bark, and -Polyphemus roar 5 

FtiANCXS. 

-when -we fee him refufe the charms of Calypfo, and the 
*€up of Circe ^ when we defcend with him into hell^ 
and hear him converfe with all the glorious heroes 
that afllfted at the Trojan war 5 when, after druggling 
"with teti thoufand difficulties unferefeen and almoft 
iinfurmountable, he is at laft reflored to the peaceable 
poficflion of his kingdom and his queen \ when fuch 
objeds as thefe are -difplayed, (b new and fo intereft* 
ing 'j when all the defcriptions, incidents, fcenes, and 
perfons differ fo widely from each t>ther, then it is that 
poetry becomes " a perpetual fcaft of neflared fweets," 
4ind a fcaft of fuch an exalted nature, as to produce 
neither fatiety nor difgufl. 

Da* But 
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But befides its ▼ariety, the Odjtky is the mod a- 
mufing and entertdning of all other poems, on account 
of the pidares it preferves to us of ancient manners, 
cuftoms, laws, and politics, and of the domeftic life 
of the heroic ages. The more any. nation becomes po* 
lifhed, the more the genuine feelings of nature are 
difgxiifed, and their manners are confequently lefs a« 
dapted to bear a faithful defcription. Good-breeding 
is founded on the diffimulation or fuppre0ion of fuch 
fentiments as may probably provoke or ofiFend thofe 
with whom we converfe. The little forms and cere- 
monies which have been introduced inte civil life by 
the moderns, are not fuited to the dignity and iimpli. 
city of the Epic Mufe. The coronation fead of an 
European monarch would t^ot (hine half fo much in 
poetry, as the fimple fupper prepared for UlyfTes at the 
Phseacian court ^ the gardens of Alcinous are much 
fitter for defcription than thofe of Verfailles^ and 
Nauiicaa, defcending to the river to wafh her gar- 
ments, and dancing afterwards upon the banks with 
her fellow virgins, like I)iana amidft her nymphs, 

Though all are fair, (he fhines above the reft, 

h a far more graceful figure, than the mod glittering 
lady in the drawing-room, with, a complexion plaider- 
ed to repair the vigils of cards, and a (hape violated 
by a (ti£F brocade, and an immeafurable hoop. The 
compliment alfo which Ulyfies pays to this innoeent 
unadorned beauty, efpecially when he compares her to 
a young palm-tree of Delos, contains more gallantry 

and 
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and elegance than the mod applaoded fonnet of the 
politeft French marquis that ever rhymed. However 
indelicate 1 may be efteemed, I freely confefs I had 
rather £t in the grotto of Calypfo, than in the moil 
pompous faloon of Louis XV. The tea and the card- 
tables can be introduced with propriety and fucce(s on* 
ly in the mock heroic, as they have been very happily 
in the Rape of the Lock ^ but the prefent mddes of 
life mud be forgotten, when we attempt any thing in 
the feriousor fublime poetry ^ for heroifm difdains the 
luxurious refinements, the falfe delicacy and date oC 
modern ages*. The primeval, I was about to fay^ 
patriarchal fimplicity of ihanners difpl'ayed in the. 
Odyfley, is a perpetual fource of true poetry, is in- 
czpteffibly pleafing to all who are uncorrupted by the 
bofioefa and the vanities of life^ and may therefore 
prove equally indru^ive and captiTating to younger 
readers. 

It feems to be a ttntt univerlally received among' ' 
common critids, as certain and indifputable, that ima» 
ges and chara^ers of peaceful and domeflic life are 
not b difiicult to be drawn as pidures of war and fu- 
ry. I own myfelf of a quite contrary opinion, and 
think the defcription of Andromache parting with ^ 
Hedor in the Iliad, and the tender circumdance of 
the child Adyanax darting back from his father^s hel- 
met, and clinging to the bofom of his nurfe, are a$^ 
great efforts of the imagination of Homer, as thq 
dreadful pifiure of Achilles fighting with the rivers, 
or dragging th^ carcafs of Hedor at his chariot- 
wheels : the behaviour of Hecuba, when (he points 
to the bread that had fuckled her dear Hedtor, is as 
finely conceived a3 the mod gallant explgiu o£ ^v^- 

D Ji XBR^J^ 
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mede and Ajax : the natural is as ftrong an evidence 
of true genius as the fublime. It is in fucK images 
theOdyflej abounds ^ the fuperior utility of which, as. 
they more nearly concern, and more ilrongly affe^ us, 
seed not be pmntcd out. Let Longinus admire the. 
majefty of Neptune whirling his. chariot over the deep^ 
furrounded by fea monfters that gambolled before, 
their king y the defciiption^of the dog Argus, creep-, 
ing to .the feet of his mader^ w<hom he alone knew in. 
his difguife, and-expiring with joy for his return, is fo. 
ioexpreffibly patlietic, that it equals, if not exceeds, 
any of- the magnificent and bol4er images which thatt 
excellent critic had produced' in his treatife on the fu-v 
blime. He juftly commends the prajer of Ajax, who^ 
when h« was* furrounded with a thick d;iirknefs that' 
prevented the dif^lay of his prowefs, begs of Jupiten 
6nly to remove the clouds that involved him j ** ai^d^ 
•t then," fays he, ^^ dcftroy m< if thou wilt in the day-v 
'* light 5" U h ^eM tuu t3^rn^ But fure]y the reflexion s.:. 
which Ulyflcs makes to Amphinomus, the moft virtu-v 
eus of the fuitors, concerning the mifery and vanity )• 
of man, will be- found to deferve equal ^commenda-. 
tions, if we coniider their propriety, folemnity, andu 
truth. Our.hero, in the difguife- of a beggar, hadjud; 
been fpurned- at and ridiculed by the red of the riot-« 
ous lovers^ but is kindly relieved by Amphinomus,. 
whofe behaviour is- finely contra^ed to the brutality of 
his brethren. Upon which Ulyfies fays, *^ H«ar me^ 
*^ O Amphinomus ! and ponder the words. I (liallfpeak' 
^* ontothee. Of > all cj-eatur-es that breathe or* creep 
** upon the earth, the mod weak and impotent is man« 
^ For he never thinks that evils (hall befal him at- 
y another fe.afon; while the gods beflow on hinu 

<« ftrengthi 
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'' flren2;th and happineCs. But when the immortal 
^* Gods afflifi him with adveriity, be bears it with 
** unwillingnefs and repining. Such is the mind of 
** the inhabitants of earth, that it changes as Jupitcr*^ 
** fends happinefs or mifery^ I once numbered myfelf 
** among the happy^ and elated with profperity and 
^' pride^ and relying on my family and friends, com« 
** mitted* many a€ts of' injuftice. But- let no man be •' 
** proud'or unjuft, but receive whatever gifts the gods 
** beflow on him with humility and iilence.^' I chofe 
to tranflate this (ententious paflage as literally as pof- 
fible, to preferve the air of its venerable fimplicity and 
ilriking , folemmty. If we recoUed- the fpeaker, and'' 
the occafiod of the ipeechy we cannot fail of being 
deeply affeded. Can we therefore forbear giving our * 
ftffeat to the truth of the title which Alcidamas, ac* 
cording to Ariliotle in his rhetoric, bellows on the 
Odyffey } who calls it '' a beautiful mirror of human ' 

** life,*' MmX0if Mfffmram fii9 -meerfir^. 

Homer, in the IHad, refembles the river Nile, when ' 
it defcends in a catarad that deafens and aftoniflies the 
neighbouring inhabitants. In the Odyflfey, he is dill ' 
like the fame Nile, when its genial inundations gentljf:' 
diffufe fertility and fatnefs over the |>eaccful plains of" 
Egypt, 

Z I>4 J**^* 
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Ni/de/j>irandum^ Hon. 

Avaunt defpair. 

I HAVE foiaetiBies Jieard it difpiit«4 in coBVCt&tioo, whe- 
ther it be more laudable ^r defirable, that a man (hduld 
think too higfalyl or too meanly of himfelf : it is on all 
hands agr^Ted to be bed 9 that he (hoald think rightly : 
but fiace a fallible being will always make fisme devi- 
ations from cxad reditude, it is not wholly ufelefs to 
iaquire towards which fide it is fafer to decline* 

The prejudices of mankind feem to favour hira' 
vjbift errs by under-rating;, his own powers : he is con- 
fidered as a modeH and harmlefs member of focietyy 
not likely to break the peace by competition, to en- 
deavour after fuch fplendour of reputation as may dim 
the luflre of others, or to interrupt any in the enjoy- 
ment of themfelves^ he is no man's riVal, and there- 
fore may be every man^s friend. 

The 
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The opinion which a man entertains of himfelf 
ought to be diftingui(hedy in order to an accurate dif* 
cuffion of this quedion, as it relates to perfons or to 
things. To think highly of ourfelves in comparifon 
¥rith others, to aflume by our own Authority that pre? 
cedence which none is willing to grant, muft be al- 
ways invidious and offenfive ^ but to rate our powea. 
high in proportion to things, and imagine ourfelves. 
cq^ual to great undertakings, while we leave others id' 
poiTeflion of the fame abilities, cannot with equa} juf- 
lice provoke cenfure. 

It mud be confefled, that, felf-love may difpofe us to* 
decide too hadily in our own favour : but who is hurt 
by the midakc ? If we are incited by this vain opinioai 
to attempt more than we can perform, ours is the la* 
bour, and ours is the difgrace. 

But he that dares to think well of himfelf, will not 
always prove to be midaken^ and the good effedts of hia> 
confidence will then appear iif great attempts and great 
performances : if hediouldnot fully complete his defign, 
he will at lead advance it fo far,, as to leave an eafieiEL 
taflL for him that fucceeds him ^ and even though he 
ihould wholly fail, he will fail with honour. 

But from the oppofite error, from torpid defpondency,. 
can come no advantage *, it is the frod of the foul, which- 
binds up all its powers, and coageals^ life in perpetual 
fterility. He that has na hopes of fucce&, will, make 
no attempts > and where nothing is attempte^^ nothing, 
can be done. 

£»very man jfhould, therefore, endeavour to main- 
tain in h^mXelf a favourable opinion of the powers 
of the human mind ^ which are perhaps, in every mas,, 
greater than they appear, and mighty by diligent cultl-- 

D 5 'H^w^.x^ 
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vatida, be exalted to a degree l>e7ond nvhat their pof- 
fefloE prefumes to believe. There is icarce any man 
bat^hasibund himielf abk, at the inftigation of necefli« 
tj,. to. what in a fiateof- leifure and deliberation he 
would have concluded impoflible ^ and fome of our 
fpecieshave iignaliztd themfelvesl^fuchacthievementsi . 
'as psove that there ai:e few things -above -human hope.' 

It has been the policy o£ all nations to preferve, by 
Ibme public {DonumentSj the memory of thoTe who have 
ftrved .theirxountry.by great exploits; there is the fame - 
reafon for continuing or reviving the names of thofe, . 
whofe extenfiv^ abilities have dignified humanity. An i 
boneft emulatidn may be alike -excited \ and the philo- 
fopher^-s curiofity may be. enflamed .by a catalogue of . 
the works 4>£ Boyle or Bacon^ as Thenaflocles was > 
kept awake by the trophies of IVfiltiadeSr . 

Among the favourites 4»f nature that have from time ^ 
to time appearedvin th«< worlds enriched 'with variou« . 
endowments and txmtrarieties ef excellencei none feems : 
to have been more-exalted above the common rate of . 
bumanityy fhaur the man known about two centuries ^ 
ago by the appellation of the Admirable Grichton; of 
whofe hiftory, whatever we may^upprefs a^'furpafling 
credibility, yet we (hall^ upon inconteftible authority, , 
relate enough to rank; him among prodigies.> 
. '* Virtue," fa^- Virgil, . "- is better -accepted when r 
^' it comes in a pleafing form :^*'the fteffoa of Crichton 
was eminently beautiful ; but his beaut3r^was confident 
with fuch a£livity and ilrength, that in fencing he would 
fpring at one bound the length of twenty feet upon his • 
antagonift j and he ufed thefwordan either hand with 
Aich force and deaterity, that ibacce any^one badxou* 
lage to engage .him*:, 

l&viiig;. 
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Having ftudied at St. Andrew*s in Scotland, he 
Trent to Paris in his twenty-firft year, and affixed oa 
the gate of the college of Navarre, a kind of challenge 
to the learned of that univerfity to difpute with him oa 
a certain day : offering. to his opponents, whoever they 
fhould be, the choice of ten languages, and of all the 
fEiculties and fciences. On the day appointed, three 
thoufand auditors affembled, when four dodorsof ihb 
church and fift^ maders appeared againfl him j and 
one of his antagonifts confefles, that the do6iors were 
defeated; that he gave proofs of knowledge above the 
reach of man j and that a hundred years pafled with- 
out food or deep, would not be fufficient for the attain- 
ment of his learning. After a difputation of nine hours, 
he was prefented by the prefident and profeiTors with 
A diamond and a purfe ofgoldy* and difinified with re- ~ 
peated acclamations. 

From Paris he went away to R6me,"where' he made • 
the fame challenge, and had in the prefenceof th^ pope 
and cardinals the fame fuccefs. Afterward he contradl- 
ed at Venice an acquaintance with Aldus Manutiu^^ by 
whom he was introduced to the learned of that cicy^ 
then vifited Padua; where' he engaged in another pub- 
lic difputation^ heginning his performance' lyith an ex- - 
tcnnporal ppen^ in praife^ of the city and the aflembly 
then prefent, and concluding with an oration equally 
iinpremeditatd,^in commendatioir of ignorance. 

He afterwards publi(hed another challenge, in* which 
he-declared himfelf teadyt«* deteft the errors of ' Arif- 
totle and all his commentators, either in the' common 
forms of logic, or in any which his antagonifts (hould 
f]^(f ofe of a hundred different kinds of terft^ 

D6 Thofe 
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, Tbefe acquLitioDS of learnings however ftupendous, 
^ere not gained at the expence of any pleafure which 
youth generally indulges, or by the omiifion of any 
iccomplifhment in which it becomes a gentleman to 
jexcel : he - pradUfed in great perfedion the arts of 
drawing and painting j he was an eminent performer 
in both vocal and iailrumental mufic| he danced with 
uncommon gracefulneis;, and on the day after his di£^ 
ptttation at Paris eichibited his ikiU in horfesnanihip. 
before the court of France, where, at a public match of 
tilting^ he bore away* the ring upon his lance fifteen 
times together. 

He excelled in domedic games of lefs dignity and 
reputation ^ and in the interval between his challenge 
and difputation at Paris, he fpent fo much of his time 
at cards, dice, and tennis, that a lampoon was fixed 
upon the gate of* the Sorbonne, directing thofe that 
would fee this monfleir of erudition, to look for him at 
the tavcra. 

So extenfive was his acquaintance with life and man- 
ners, that in a^ Italian comedy, compofed by himfelf,^ 
and exhibited before the court of Mantua, he is faid to 
have peribnated fifteen different charaders'^ in all 
which he might fucceed without difficulty, fince he 
^d fuch power of retention, that once heating an ora- 
tion of an hour, he would repeat it exadlly, and in the 
recitkl follow tho fpeaker through all his variety qf 
tone and gefiiculatioo. 

Nor was his (kill in arms lefs than in learning, or 
his courage inferior to his iklll i there was a prizo- 
fighter at Mantua, who travelling about the world, 
according to the barbarous cullom of that age, as a 
l^eneral challenger, ha4 defeated the mod celebrated 

mailers. 
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mailers in many parts of Europe ; •and in Mantua, 
^here he then refided, had killed three that appeared 
Sgainft him. The duke repented that he had granted 
him his protedlion 5 when Crichton looking on his 
f inguinary fucce(s with indignation, offered to dake 
fifteen hundred piftoles, and mount the ilage ^gainil: 
him. The duke, with fome relu£lance, confented, and 
en the, day fixed the combafants appeared : their wea- 
pon feems to have been fingle rapier, which was then 
newly introduced in Italy. The prize-fighter advanc* 
ed with great violence and fiercenefs, and Crichton 
contented himfelf calmly to ward his paffes, and fuffei> 
cd him to exhauft his vigour by his own fury, Crich- 
ton then became the afiailant, and preffed upon hi%i 
with fuch force and agility, that he thruft him thrice 
through the body, and faw him expire : he then 
divided the prize he had won among the widows 
whofe hufhands had been killed. 

The death of this wonderful man I (hould be willing 
to conceal, did I not know that every reader will in- 
quire curioufly after that fatal hour, which is common 
to all human beings, however diftinguilhed from each 
other by nature or by fortune. 

The duke of Mantua having received fo many proofs 
of his various merit, made him tutor to his fon Vin- 
centio di Gonzaga, a prince of looTe manners and tur- 
bulent difpofitlon. On this occafion it was, that he 
compofed the comedy in which he exhibited fo many 
different characters with exaiSl propriety. But his ho- 
nour was of fhort continuance ^ for as he was one 
night in the time of Carnival rambling about the Greets, 
Mitlx his guitar in hb hand,, he was attacked by fix 



ftt "i Twr iiovxNTuiLEii; No. LXXXr^ 

-men mafked. Neither his courage nor his ikill in this 
exigence deferted him ; he oppofed them with fuch 
af^ivity and fpirit, that he foon difperfed them, and dif- 
armed there leader, who throwing off liis mafk, difco- 
vered himfelf to be the prince his pupil. Crichton 
falling on his knees, took his own fword by the point, 
and prefented it to the prince, whb immediately feized 
it, and inftigated, as fonqp^fay, by jealoufy, according 
to others, only by drunken fury and brutal refentment| 
thruft him through the heart. 

Thus was the admirable Crichton brought into that 
Hate, in which he could excel the meaneft of mankind 
only by a few ^mpty honours paid to his memory : the 
court of Mantua teftified their eileem by a public 
mournings the contemporary wits were profufe of their 
encomiums, and the palaces of Italy were adorned with 
pidures, reprefenting him on horfeb^ck, with a lance in 
o»eiiand and a book in the^otben 
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Hitficfcio quid Jil amotu. , 
Now know I what is lore*. . 



''TVouGH the danger of difappointment is always in pro- - 
portion to th^ height of expe£lation, yet I this day - 
claim the attention of the ladies^ and profeis'torteack 
an art by which all may obtain what has hitherto been < 
deemed the prerogative of 'a few 3 an art by which 
their predominant pafiion may be gratified, ' and th^r • 
conquefts'not^nl/ -extended but iecured \ ^^ The art of 
** being pretty." 

But though my fubje6^ may interefl thie ladies, it may, 
perhaps, offend thofe profound meralifts, who hav^e 
longfince determined^^ that beauty ought rather -to be 
defpifed than defired ; that, like flfength; it is a mere 
natural cxcelliebce, the effed of caufes wholly out of 
our power, and not intended either as the pledge of 
bappxncfs^ or ihe dtfiindion of mexiti 
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^' To thefe gentlemen I (hall remark, that beauty is 
among thofe qualities, which no effort of human wit 
could ever bring into contempt : it is therefore to 
be wifhed at Uail, that beauty was in fome dc* 
gree dependent upon fentiment and manners, that fa 
high a privilege might not be poffefled by the unwor* 
thy, and that human reafon might no longer fuffer the 
mortification of thofe who are compelled t9 adorn an 
idoly which diff'ers from a flone or a log t)nly by the 
Ikill of the artificer: and if they cannot themfelves 
behold beauty with indifference, they muft furely 
approve an attempt to (hew that it merits their re- 
gard. 

. I (hall, however, principally confider that fpecies of 
beauty which is expreffed in the countenance ^ for this 
alone is peculiar to human beings, and is not lefs com« 
plicated than their nature. In the couiy^enance there 
are but two requifites to perfe6l beauty^ which are 
wholly produced by external caufes, colour and- pro** 
portion i and it will appear, that even in common efli- 
mation thefe are not the chief,' but that though there 
may be beauty without them, yet there cannot be beau^ 
ty without fomething more. 

The fiiieft features, rang9d in the moft exa£b fym- 
metry, and heightened by the moil blooming con^ 
plexion, muft be animated before they can ilrike j and 
when they are animated, will generally excite the 
fam^ paffiona which, they expsefs. If they are &zed in 
the dead calm of infenfibility, they will be examined, 
without emotion j and if tliey da not exprefs kiodnefsi 
they will be beheld without love. . Looks, of contempt} 
dif4ain or malevolence, will be reffededas fro^i a mim 
,f^, by every countenance on wliich. they are turned $ 

and 
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and if a wanton afpedl excites defire, it is but like that 
of a favage for his prey, which cannot be gratified 
without the deflru6iion of its objedl. 

Among particular graces the dimple has always been 
allowed the pre-eminence, and the reafon is evident \ 
dimples are produced by a fmile, and a fmile is an ex- 
preffion of complacency : fo the contraction of the 
brows into a frown, as it is an indication of a contrary 
temper, has always been deemed a capital defedt. 

The lover is generally at a lofs to define the beautyi 
by which Jhis paflion was fuddealy and irrefifiiby deter- 
mined to a jpartic.ular objeCl \ but this eould never hap-*- 
pen, if it depended upon any known rule ofptoportion^ 
upon the (hape or difpofition of the features, or the co« * 
lour of the fkin : he tells you, thas it is femething 
which he cannot fully exprefs, fomething not fixed \sk 
anypaJTt, but diSuied over the whole % he calls it a 
fweetye&, a ibftaers, a placid fenfibility, or gives it fcnne 
other appellation which connedls beauty with fcnti? 
ment, and exprefles a charm which is not peculiar to 
any fet of features, but is perhaps poflible to all. 

This beauty, however, does not always confid iq 
iiniles, but varies, as expreiTions of meeknefs and kind'* 
nefs vary with their objeds \ it is extremely forcible vc^ 
the filent complaint . of patient fufferance, the tender 
ibj icitude of friendfhip, and the glow of filial obedi* 
eitf^ \ and in tears, whether of joy, of pity, or of grief, 
it is almoft irrefiClible. 

This is the charm which captivates without the aid 
of nature, and without which her utmoil bounty is in- 
effectual. But it cannot be afiumed as a maik to con- 
ceal infenfibility or malevolence \ it muft be the ge- 
Quioe e0eft of ^rrefpooding fentimeotsi or it will im<« 
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prefs upon the countenance a new and more difguftinir 
deformity, affedation ^ it will produce the grin^ the 
iimper, the dare, the langui(h, the pout, and innumer^^ 
able other grimaces, that render follj ridiculous^ and 
change pity to contempt. By fome, indeed, this fpe- 
cies of hypocrify has been pradifed with fuch (kill as 
to deceive fuperficial obfervers, though it can deceive 
even thefe but for a moment. Looks which do not cor^ 
refpond wilii the heart, cannot be aflumed without la-- 
hour, nor continued without pain) the motive to re- 
Unquifti them muA, therefore, foon preponderate, and^ 
the afpe^and apparel of the vifit will be laid by to-* 
getherj the fmiles and the languifliments of artwili" 
▼anifii, and the fiercenefsx>f rage, or the gloom of dif* 
content^ will either oblcure or deftroy aU the eleg^nce^ 
of fymmetry and complexion;^ 

I'he artificial afpe^ is, indeed, as wretched a fiib^ 
ftitute for theexprefiion of fentiment, as the fmear of^ 
paint for the bluihes of health : it is nol'only equally ' 
tranfient, and equally liable to detedion } but as paintf 
leaves the countenance yet more withered aad ghaftlyi 
the pafTions burft out with more vic^ence after reHraint, 
the features become more didorted^ and excite more 
determined averfion. 

Beauty, therefore^ depends principally upon the mindy^ 
and confequently may be influenced by education. It 
MS been remarked, that ^e predominant paflion may* 
generally be difcovered in. the countenance ; becaufer 
the mufcles by which it is exprefled, being- almofi per- 
petually contraded, lofe their tone, and never totally 
relax ; fo that the expreflion remains when the paffioir 
k iufpended : thus, an angry, a difdainful, a fubtle^ . 
and aiiiipicious temper, is difplayed in charafters thalh 
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are alraoft univerfallj underllood. It is equally tru«^ 
of tke pleafing and the fofter pailionS) that they leave 
their fignaturesupon the countenance yfhtn they ceafe* 
to z& : the prevalence of thefe paffions, therefore^ pro- 
duces a mechanical effied upon the afpedli and gives » 
turn and cad to the features, which makes a more fa- 
vourable and forcible imprefiion^upon the mind of others, 
than any charm produced by mere external caufe». 

Neither does. the beauty vdiich depends upon tem* 
per andr featiment^ equally endanger the peffefTor -^ 
^ It is," to uTe an eaftern metaphor, like ** the towers 
^ of a city, not only 'an ornament^ but ^a defence;^* if ilr 
excites- defire,. it .aV once - controuls and refines it ; it 
reprefles with awe, it foftens with delicacy, and it win» 
to imitation.. The love of reafon and of virtue is. 
ningled with the love of beauty > becauCe this beauty. 
U little more than the emanation of intellediual excel* 
Un^rC^^whijch Js.not an objed of corporeal appetite*. 
As it excites a purer paffion, it aUb more forcibly en« 
gagies to fidelity : every man finds him&lf more power-* - 
fvlly reftrained from giving pain to goodnefs than to • 
bjBauty > and every look of a countenance in whick.. 
they are blended, in which beauty is the expreflion of 
gpodnefs,. is a filent reproach of thefiril irregular wi(h ^ 
and the purpofe immediately appears to be difingenu- 
ous and cruel, by which the tender . hope of ineffable 
affe£lion would be difappointed, the placid confidence 
of unfufpe^ling fimpHcity-abufed, and the peace even r 
of virtue endangered by the moft fordid infidelity, and : 
the breach of the (Irongeft obligations. 

But the hope of the hypocrite muft, pcriftx. Whea -. 
the faftious beauty has laid by her fmiles ^ yrhen the 
luftr^ of her eyes and the bloom of her . cheeks have 
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loft their influence with thcilr novelty ^ what remains 
but a tyrant divefted of power, who will never be 
ften without a mixture of indignation and difdain ? 
The only defire which this objed could ^gratify, will 
be transferred to another, not only iiirithout reludance, 
but with triumph. As refentmcnt will fucceed to dif- 
appointmen^ a defire to mortify will fucceed to a de- 
fire to pleafe; and the hufhand may be urged to folicit 
a miftrefs, merely by a rememberaoce of the beauty of 
his wife, which lailed only till ihe was known. 

Let it, therefore, be remembered» that none can be 
difciples of the Graces, but in the fchool of Virtue } 
and that thoie who wUb to be lovely, muft learn early- 
to be cood« 
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J//ie enim debet Uto animo a poetd in dijfolutlonem nodi^ 
agi; eaque prcecipua fabulce pars ejl qua requirit plu* 
rmum diligentieem Cicero. 

The poet ouglit to exert his whole ftrength and ipirit 
in the folution of his plot \ which is |ke principal 
|mrt of the fable, and requires the utmoft diligence 
and care. 

Of the three only perfe£l Epopees, which, in the com« 
pafs of fo many ages, human wit has been able to pro- 
duce, the condudl and conftitution of the Odyfliey feem 
to be the moft artificial and judicious. 

Ariftotle obferves, that there are two kinds of fables, 
the fimple and the complex. A fable in tragic or epic 
poetry, is denominated fimple, when the events it con- 
tains follow each other in a continued and unbroken 
tenour, without a Recognition or difcovery, and with^ 
out a Peripetie or unexpeded change of fortune. A 
{&ble called complex, when it contains both a difcovery 

and 
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and peripitie. And this gceat critic, whofe knowledge 
of human nature was confummate, determines, that ia« 
bles of the latter ipecies far excel thofe of the former, 
becaufe they more deeply inttreft, and more irrefidibly 
moTe the reader^ by adding furpriie and aftoniihment 
to every other paflion which they excite* 

The philofopher, agreeably to this obfervation, pre- 
fers the Oedipus of Sophocles, and the ^Iphigenia in 
Taurxs and Alceftes of £uripides, to ilie Ajax, Phi- 
lodetes, and Medea of the fame writers, and to the 
Prometheus of Efchylus : becaufe thefe lafl are all 
uncomplicated fables ; that i8,the evils «nd misfortunes 
that befal-'the perfouages reprefeated in thefe dramas, 
are unchangeably continued from the beginning to the 
end of each piece. For the fame r^ons, the Athaliah 
of Racine, and the Meropes of Maffei and Voltaire, 
are beyond comparifon the mod afifeding Tories thst 
bave been handled by any modern tragic writer : the 
difcoveries, that Joas is the king of Ifrael, and that £- 
giftus is the fon of Merope, who had juft ordered him 
to be murdered, are fo unexpeded, but yet fo probable, 
that they mayjuftly be efteemed very great efforts of 
judgment and genius, and contribute^to place thefe two 
poems at the head 6i dramatic compQfitions, 

The fable of the Odyfley being complex, -and con- 
taining a difcovety and a^change in the foftune of its 
liero, is upon this fingle coilfideration, exclufive of its 
other beauties, if we follow the principles of Ariftotlc, I 
much fuperior to the fables of the Iliad and the ^neid, 
i^hich are both fimple and unadorned with a peripetie 
or recognition* The naked (lory of this poem, ftript 
of all its ornaments, and of the very names of the cha- 

^ -radlcrs, 
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Ta6ters, is exhibited by Ariftotle in the following paC- 
iage, which is almoft literally tranflated* 

*' A man is for feveral years abfent from his home } 
^* Neptune continually watches and perfecutes him; 
'* his retinue being deRroyed, he remains alone : but 
^ while his eftateis wafting by the fuitors of his wife, 
^* .and his fon^s life is plotted ag^nft, he himfelf fud* 
^' denly arrives after many ftorms at Tea, difeovershim- 
''^ felf t(f fome of his friends^ falls on the fuitors, efta- 
^*^ blilhes himfelf in fafety, and deflroys his enemies* 
^* This is what is efle;itial to the fable j the cpifodcs 
-** make up the reft." 

J'rom-thefe obfervations on the nature of -the fable 
.pf the Odyflfey in general, we may proceed to coniider 
-it more minutely. The two chief parts of every epic 
fable are its Intrigue or Plot, and its Solution or Un* 
ri;avelling. The intrigue, is formed by a complication 
. of different interefts which keep the mind of the read« 
^ in a pleafing fufpence, and fill him with anxious 
9?i(he8 to fee the obftacles that oppofe.the deiigns of 
c^hciiexo, happily xtfnoved. The folution confids in re« 
pioving thefe difficulties, in fatbfying the curiofity of 
•the reader by the completion of the intended action, 
and in le«|ving his mind in p^rfe£k repof^, without ex* 
pedation of .any farther event. Both of thefe fhould 
;arife naturally apd eafily put of the very eflence and 
fubjed of the poem itfelf, ihould not be deduced from 
f circumftances foreign and extrinfical, ihould be at the 
jame time probable yet wonderful. 

The ax|ger of Neptune, who refentedthe punifliment 

-irhich Uly fifes had infli£led on his fon Polypheme, in« 

duces him to prevent the return of the hero to Ithacai 

by d(iviD|^ him from country to country by violent 

tem« 
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tempefts } and from this indignation of Neptune is 
formed the intrigue of the Odytttj in the firft part 
of the poem ; that is, in plain profe, ** what more na- 
** tural and ufual obilacle do they encounter who take 
** long voyages, than the violence of winds and ftorms ?'* 
The plot of the fecond part of the poem is founded on 
circumdances equally probable and natural } on the 
unavoidable e£fe6ls of the long abfence of a mafter, 
whofe return was defpaired of, the infolence of his fer- 
vants, the dangers to which his wife and his ion were 
cxpofed, the ruin of his eftate, and the diforder of his 
kingdom. 

The addrefs and art of Homer in the gradual folu. 
tion of this plot, by the mod probable and eafy expe- 
dients, are equally worthy our admiration and applaufe. 
Ulyfles is driven by a temped to the iflaod of the Phae- 
acians, where he is generouOy and hofpitably received. 
During a banquet which Alcinous the king has pre- 
pared for him, the poet mofl artfully contrives that the 
bard Demodocus (hould fing the deflrudion of Troy. 
At the recital of his pafl labours, and at hearing the 
names of his old companions, from whom he was now 
feparatcd, our hero could no longer contain himfelf, 
but burfls into tears and weeps bitterly. The curio- 
fity of Alcinous being excited by this unaccountable 
forrow, he intreats Ulyffes to difcover who he is, and 
what he has fuffered > which requefl furnifhes a mod 
proper and probable occafion to the hero to relate a 
long feries of adventures in the four following books ^ 
an occafion much more natural than that which induces 
/Eneas to communicate his hiflory to Dido. By this 
judicious condud^, Homer taught his fucceflbrs the art- 
ful manner of entering abruptly into the midft of the 

3 adtion ) 
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a6lion ^ and of making the reader acquainted with the 
previous circumftances by a narrative firom the hero« 
The Pbacacians,- a people fond of ftrange amafing tales^ 
refolved to fit out a (hip for the diilrefied hero, as a re- 
vK^ird for the entertainment he has given them« When 
he arrives in Ithaca, his abf^nce, his Itg^, and his tra* 
vels, render him totally unknown to all but liis faith* 
ful dog Argus : he then puts on a difguife, that he 
may be the better enabled to furprife and to puniCh 
the riotous fuitors, and to re-eflabli(h the tranquillity 
of his kingdom. The reader thinks that Ulyfles is £re« ,v 
quentl'y on the point of being difcovered, particularly 
when he engages in the fhooting-match with the fuit- 
ors, and when he enters into converfation with Pene- 
lope in the nineteenth book, and perfonates a fid-itious 
"chara6ler 5 but he is ft ill judicioufly difappointed, and 
the fufpenfe is kept up as long as poifible. And at 
laft when his nurfe Euriclea difcovers him by the fear 
in his thigh, it is a circumftance fo iimple and fo natu- 
ral, that notwithftandiog Ariftotle places. thefe recog- - 
oitions by Signs and Tokens, below thofe that are ef- 
fefled by Reafoning, as in the Oedipus and Iphigenia^ 
yet it ought ever to be retbembered, that Homer was 
the original from whom this firiking method of unra- 
TeUing a fable, by a difcovery and a peripetie, was 
manifeftly borrowed. The doubts ^nd fears of Pene- 
lope led Ulyfles \ftis not in reality her'hulband, and the 
tendernefs and endearments that enfue upon her coa- 
vi^lion that he is, render the furprife and fatisftftlon 
of the reader complete. 

*! Upon the whold, the Odyfley .is a poem that eichi- 

hits the fineil leffons of morality, the itiod entettain* 

ingi variety of iceiies and events, the rnsiA lively ftrd 

Vol. III. E " natural 



N 



50 TBI Aovimrmmu / No. LXXXIII. 

nttoral piduret of civil and domeftic life, the truetl 
reprefentation of the manners and cuftoms of antiqui- 
tjTy and the jufteft pattern of a legitimate Epopee : 
and isy therefore, peculiarly ufeful to thofe, ^ho are 
animated by the noble ambition of adorning humanitj 
by living or by writing welL 
2L 
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>7o//f pericuiam^ 



Jam vaga profiliet frttnis natura retnottu Hoft« 



But take the danger and the (hame away, 
And vagrant nature bouftds upon her prey. 



FiuiNcn. 



To the Advimt9iiiii» 



SIR, 



It ba$ been obTerved, I think, by Sir Williaril TiM* 
pie, and after him by almoft every other writer, tint £ng« 
Jand affords a greater varietj of cbaradert tbantKc reil 

of 
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of the world. Tbis is afcribed to the liberty {Hrevail^ 
log amongd us, which gives every man. the prlvileg* 
of being wife or foolt(h his own way, and preferves 
kim from the necefTity of hypocrify or the fervUity of 
imitatioo. 

That the pofition itfelf is true, I am 4iot completely 
£itisfied. To be nearly acquainted wkh 4he people of 
different countries can happen to very few > and in life, 
as in every thing elfe beheld at a diflance, there ap? 
pears an even uniformity : the petty difcrimiaationf 
which ^iverfify the natural charadter; arje not difco* 
verable but by a clofe infp^6ion 4 we, therefore, find|them 
m6ft at home, becaufe there we have moft opportuni« 
tte« of remarking them; Much lefs am I convinced^ 
that this peculiar diverlificatioB, if it ht real, is the 
confequence of peculiar liberty ^ for where is the go- 
vernment to be found that iiiperintends individualf 
with fo much vigilance, as not to leave their private ' 
condttd without reftraint ? Can it enter into « -reafon- 
ablemind to imagine that men of every other nation aipe 
not equally maflers of their own time or houfes with our- 
felves, and equally at liberty to be parfimoniousor pro- 
fttfe, frolic or fullen, abflinent or luxurious ? ~ Liberty 
is certainly neceflary to the full play of predominant 
humours 5 but^fuch liberty is to be found alike under 
the government of the mau^ or the few, in monarchies 
or in commonwealths. 

How readily the predominant paflion fnatches an in- 
terval of liberty, and how fad it expands itfelf^ when 
the Weight of reftraint is taken away, I had lately aa 
opportunity . to difcover^ as I took a journey into the 
country in a ftage coach -, which| as every journey is a 

£ a kind 
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kind of adventure, may be very properly related to 
fovLy thouj^h I can difplay no fuch extraordinary aflem- 
bly as Cervantes has colleded at Don Quixote^s inn. 

In a ftage-coach the paflengers are for the mod part 
wholly unknown to one another, and without expec- 
tation of ever meeting again when their journey *is at 
an end } one (hould, therefore, imagine, that it was of 
little importance to any of them, what conjedlures the 
teft fhould form concerning him. Yet fo it is, that as 
all think themfelves fecure from dete£^ion, all aifume 
that chara^ler of which they are mod defirous, and on 
no occafion is the general ambition of fuperiority more 
Apparently indulged. 

On the day of our departure, in the twilight of the 
morning, I afcended the Vehicle with three men and 
two women, my fellow travellers. It was eafy to ob- 
ferve the affedled elevation of mien with which every 
one entered, and the fupercilous civility with which 
they paid their compliments to each other. When the 
fi r ft ceremony was difpatched, we fat filent for a long 
time, all employed in coltedling importance into our 
faces^ and endeavouring to ftrike reverence and fub- 
miflion into bur companions. 

It is always obfervable that filence propagates itfelf, 
and that the longer talk has been fufpended the more 
difficult itistofindany thing to fay. We began now to 
wi(h for converfation^ but noonefeemed inclined to de- 
fceiidfrom his dignity, or firft propofea topic of difcourfe. 
At laft a corpulent gentleman, who had equipped him- 
felf for this expedition with a fcarlet furtout and a 
targe hat with a broad lace, drew out his watch, look- 
ed on it in filence, and then held it dangling at his 
ffinger. This was, I fuppofe, underftood by all the 

coaipany 
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company as an invitation to afk the time of the day^ 
but nobody appeared to heed his overture ^ and his de- 

§ 

fire * to be talking fo far overcame his refentment, 
that he let us* know qf his own accord that it was pad 
five, and that in two hours we (hould be at break* 
faft. 

His condefcenfion was thrown away ) we continued 
all obdurate ^ the ladies held up their heads ^ I amuf« 
ed myfelf with watching their behaviour ^ and of the o- 
ther two, on efeemed to employ himfelf in counting the 
trees as we drove by them, the other drew his hat over 
bis eyes and counterfeited a. {lumber. The man of be- 
nevolence, to fhew Chat he was not deprefied by ou^ 
negle^, hummed a tune and^eat time upon his fnuff- 
box. 

Thus univerdilly difpleafed with one another, and 
not xxmch delighted with ourfelves, we came at laft to 
the little icta appointed for out xepaft^ and all began 
at QQce to recoiApenfe themfelves for the conftraint of 
iilence, by innun^rable qufsilioas and orders to the 
people that attended U8» At laft, what everyone had cak 
led for was got, or declared impoflible to be got at that 
.Ume, and we were perfuaded to fit round the fame 
tables when the gentleman in the red furtout looked 
again upon his watch » told us that we had half an hour 
to fpaxe, but he was lorry to fee fo little merriment 
among us 'y that all fellow.tra,veller8 were for the time 
upon the level, and that it was his way to make himfelf 
eneof the company. '* I remember,'' fays he, ^* it was oa 
** jofl fuch a morning as this, that I and my Lord Mum- 
*' ble and the Duke of Tenterden were out upon a ram- 
'^ ble : we called at a little houfe as it might be this j 
/' suid my landlady^ I warrant you^ not fufpeSing to 

E 3 H^Vwsv 
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^ whom (he was talking, was fo jocular and facetious^ 
^ and made fo many merry anfwers to oar qtie(lion9, 
** that we were all ready to burft with laughter. * At 
** laft the good- woman: happening to overhear me 
^ whifper the duke and calF him by his title, was (b 
*^ furprifed and confounded, that we could fcarcely 
**' get a word from her } and the duke never met m« 
•* from that day to this, but he talks of the littlte 
** boufe, ami quarrels with me for terrifying the land> 
**^ lady." 

He had fcarcely time to congratulate himf^lf on the 
veneration which this narrative muft have pAcurcd 
him ftom the cofnpany, when oiae of the Hdies having 
reached out for a plate on a diftant part of the table, 
began to remark '^ the inconveniences of travelling, and 
** the difficulty which they who never fet at home 
^ without a great number of attendants found- tit per^ 
^ formfng for themfelves fuch offices as the road re- 
** quired ^ but that people of quality often travelled lit 
** difguife, and might be generally known, from the 
** vulgar by their condefceniion to poor inih keepers, 
^' and the allowance which they madls for any dtfeA. 
^ in their entertainment ) that for her part^ while the peo<- 
** pie were civil and meant well, it was newr her cuf* 
*< torn to find fault, for one was not taexpe^ upon a^ 
** journey all that one enjoyed at oncVown honfc/* 

A general emulation feemed now to be ej^cited. One 
ef the men, who had hitherto i^id nothing, called for 
the laft news-paper ^ and having perufed it a while with 
deep penfiveneft, •* It iis impoflible,'* fcys he, " for 
" any man to g^uefs how to aft with regard to the 
** flocks- : laft week it was the general opinioft that 
^ they wDuld fallf ajid I fold out twenty, theoiahd 
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*' pounds in order to a purchafe : thej have now riTea 
^^ unezpe^edlj ; and I make no doubt| but at my re* 
** turn to London I (hall riik thirty thoufknd poun<h 
** among them again,*' 

A young man, who had hitherto diftinguiihed him»^ 
felf only by the vivacity of his looks, and a frequent 
diverfion of his eyes hoxxt one objeft to another^ opoa 
this clofedr his fnuff-boz, and told us, that '* he had a 
** hundred times talked with the chancellor and the 
** j.udge» on the fubjedb of the flocks > that for his part 
** he did not pretend to be well acquainted- with the 
** principles on which they wese eftablifhed, but had 
** always heard them reckoned pernicious to trade, uncer-^ 
'* tain in- their produce, and unfblid in their foundation*^ 
^ and that he had been advifed by three judges, his 
** moft intimttte friends, never to venture bi» money 
'' in the funds, but to put it out upon land-fecurity,, 
** till he could light upon an eftate in his own coun- 

It might be expe^ed, that upon thefe glimpfes of 
Hteot dignity, we (hould all have began to look round 
US with veneration-; and have behaved like the princes 
of romance, when the inchantment that difguifes then 
is diflfolved, and they difcover the dignity of each o- 
iher : yet it happened that none of thefe hints made 
much impredion on the company ^ every one was ap* 
parently fufpedied of endeavouring to impofe falfe ap- 
pearances upon the reft ) all continued their haughti* 
Refs in hopes to enforce their claims ; and all g^ew 
every hour more fullen, becaufe they found theb re- 
prefeotations of themfelves without effe6l. 

Thus we travelled on four days with malevolence 
perpetually increafing, and without any endeavour but 
to- outvie each other in fuperciUoufatC^ vcA u^^^^v 
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and when any two of 113 could feparate ourselves for a 
moment, we vented our indignation at the faucinefs of 
the xt^^ 

At length the journey was at an end ^ and time and 
chance, that ftdp off all difguifes, have difcovered, that 
the intimate of lords and dukes is a nobleman's butlei, 
who has furni(hed a (hop with the money he has faved.^ 
the man who deals fo largely in the funds, is a clerk oi 
a broker in 'Change-alley ^ the lady who b carefully 
concealed her quality, keeps a cook-fhop behind the 
Exchange ^ and the young man> who is fo happy in 
the friend(hipof the judges, engroffes and tranfcribes foe 
bread in a garret of the_ Temple. Ofoneof the women 
only I^ould make no difadvantageous dete^ion, becauie 
ihe had aiTumed no character, but accommodated herfelf 
to the fcene before her, without any firuggle for dif- 
tindion or fuperiority. 

I could not forbear to refled on the folly of pra£^if- 
ing a fraud, which, as the event (hewed, had been »!-. 
ready pra£lifed too often to fucceed, and by the fuccefs 
of which no advantage could have been obtained ^ of 
afluroing a charader, which was to end with the day<; 
and of claiming upon falfe pretences, honours which 
muil perifh with the breath that paid them. 

But, Mr. Adventurer, let not thofe who laugh at 
me and my companions, think this folly confined to a 
ilage coach. Every man in the journey of life takes 
the fame advantage of the ignorance of his fellow-tra- 
vellers, difguifes himfelf in counterfeited merit, and 
hears thofe praifes with complacency which his con- 
fcience reproaches him for accepting. Every man de- 
ceives himfelf, while he thinks he is deceiving others ; 
and far^ets that the time is at hand when every illufion 

ihaU 
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ihall ceafe, when fiditious excellence (hall be torn a^ 
way, and AU mud be (hewn to All in tbeic real Cr 
ilate. 
T. 

I aio, SiR| 

Your hximble fervant, 

ViAToa. 
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^si cupit optatam curfu contingere nutam^ 

Muka tulit fsciique puer. Hot. 

The J oath, who hopes th^ Olympic- prize to gajn, : 
All arts mail try, and every toil faftain. ,. . 

■I 

Jt is ob&rved by Bacon, that <^ reading makes a full 
'' man, converfation 9 ready man, and writing aii ex* 
^ a£t man.'* i 

As 0acon attained to degrees of knowledge fcarccly 
«ver reached by any other man, the diredions whioh 
he gives £or ftudy havff certainly a juft claim to ^ 

E 5 xt^^x^-% 
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regard) for who can teach an art with fe great autho>> 
«ty, as he that praaifitd it with undifputcd fticcef» ? 

Under the prote6iioa of fo great a name, I (hall, 
therefore, venture to incalcate to my ingenious con* 
temporaries, the neceflity of reading, the fitnefs of con- 
fultiBg other underftahdings than their own, and of 
coniidering the fentiroent and opinions of thofe who, 
howeirer negleded in the prefent age, had in theic 
own times, and many of them a long time afterwards, 
fiich reputation for knowledge and acutenefs, as will 
fcatcely ever be attained by thofe that defpife them.. 

An opinion has^ of late been, I know not Bow, pro- 
pagated among us, that libraries ace filled only with' 
ufelefs lumber y that men of parts (land in need of no- 
affidance y and that to fpend life in poring^ upon books,. 
is only to imbibe prejudices, to obA'rudf and embariafs- 
the powers of nature, to cultivate memory at the ex- 
pence of judgment, and. to bury reafpn under a. chaos- 
of indigeded learnings 

Such is the talk of many who think themfelves- 
wife, and of fome who are thought wif^ By others }. 
•f 'whom part probably believe their own tenets, and 
]}art may be juilly fufpe£led of endeavouring to (belter 
their ignorance in multitudes^ and^ of wi(K«ig-to~dc« 
ftroy that reputation which they have no hopes to- 
fliare. It will, I believe, be found invariably true,, 
that learning was never decried' by any Ibarned man y, 
and'what creditcan be given to tBofe, wbo vevtisreto 
•ondciQii that which they do not know ? 

IfreafoQ. has the power afcribed to it by its advo- 
.«ates> if fo .much is< ta be difcovered^by attention and ^ 
jDeditation, it is hard to believe, that^fo many miiHons^ 
^ljfi^XlJ participi^ting. of i th« bounties of natore with 
.' " Qurfelves,, 
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ourfelves, have been for ages^upon ages meditating ih 
vain : if the wits of the pfefent time exped the regard 
of poRerity, which will then inherit the reafon which 
is now thought fuporior to inflru^ion^ furely, thej 
may allow themfelves to be itiflrudlcd by the reafon of 
former generations. When, therefore, an author de« 
elares, that he has been able to learn nothing from the 
writings of his predeceflbrs, and fuch a declaration has 
been made, nothing but a degree of arrogance unpar- 
donable in the greateA h»man' under ftanding, can hio^- 
der him from perceiving that he iB raifing- prejudices 
againil hisown performance y for with- what hopes of 
fuccefs can^ he attempt that in which greater abilities - 
have hitherto miicarried ? or with what peculiar force 
does he fuppofe himfelf invigorated, that difficulties* 
hitherto invincible ihould give way before him ? 

Of thofe whom providence has qualified to make any 
additions to^ human knowledge, the number is' ex«- 
trcmely fmall ^ -and jwhat can-be added by each fingle - 
mind, even of this fuperior olafs, is very little : the' 
greated part of mankind muft owe all their knowledge,^ 
8nd all- mud owe far the larger part- of it to the infor- 
mation of others. To underftand the works of celc-- 
brated authors, to comprehend their fyfiems, zxtd retaia' 
their reafonings, is a taik more than equal to common' 
intellects ^ and he is by no means to be accounted ufe- 
left or idlC) who has* flored his mind with acquired- 
knowledge, and can detail it occa^onallyr to others- 
who have lefs leifurc or weaker abilities. 

'Perfius has juftly obferved, that knowledge is no« 
thing to himr who is not known by others to poffisfs it : 
to the fcholar himfelf St is nothing with refpcft either' 
tohoaouj or. advantage, for the vrorld caaii«t reward^ 

E-6- th«&^ 
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tlioie quaHties which are concealed from it ^ with re« 
fpe6t to others, it is nothing, becaufe it affords no help 
to ignorance or error. : * 

It is with juflice, therefore, that in an accomplifhed 
chara^er, Horace unites juft fentiments with the power 
of expreffiag them j and he that has once .accumulated 
learning, is next to confider, how he (hall mod widely 
diffufe, and mod agreeably impart it. 

A ready man is made by contrerfation. He that 
buries himfelf among his manufcripts ** bcfprent/' as 
Pope expreffes it, '^ with learned dud,'' and wears out 
liis days and nights in perpetual refearch and folitary 
meditation, is too apt to lofe in his elocution what he 
adds to his wifdom ^ and when he comes into the 
world, to appear overloaded with his own notions, like 
a man armed with weapons which he cannot wield. 
He has no fatility of inculcating his fpeculations, of 
adapting himfelf to the various degrees of intelle^ 
which the acciJents of converfation will prefent ; 
but will talk to mod unintelligibly, and to all unplea- 
fantly. 

I' was once prefent at the led^ures of a profound phi- 
lofopher, a man really Skilled in the fcience which he " 
profefled, who having occafion to explain the terms 
ofiaeum znA peliucidum, told us, after fome hefitation, 
that opacum was, as one might fay, opahe^ and that 
peiiucidum {i^ni&td peJ/ucui, Such was the dexterity 
with which this learned reader facilitated to his audir 
tors the intricacies of fcience ^ and fo true is it, that $1 
man may know what he cannot teach 

Boerhaave complains, that the writers who have 
treated of chemidry before him, are ufelefs to the 
greater part of ftudents, becaufe they pre-fuppofe fheir 

readers 
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readers to have fuck degrees of fkill as are not often to 
i>e found. Into ^h« fame error are all men apt^to fal],. 
^'ho have familiarized any fubjed^ to tbemfelves in fo- 
litude ; they difcourfe, as if they thought every other 
man had be«n employed in the fame inquiries, dnd ex- 
pe6^ that (hort hints and obfcure illuiions will produce 
in others the fame train of ideas which they ejccite in 
themfel ves. 

Nor is this the oply inconvenience which the man 
of ftudy fuffers £rom a reclufe life. When he meets 
with an opinion that pleafes him, he catches it up with 
«agernefs \ looks only after fuch arguments as tend to 
his confirmation, or fpares himfeJf the trouble of dif- 
cufHon, and adopts it with very little proof \ indulges 
it long without fufpicion, and in time unites it to the 
general body of his knowledge, and treafures it up 
among inconteilible truths : .but when he comes into 
the world among men, who, arguing upon difTimilar 
principles, have been led to different conclufions, and 
being placed in various iituations, view the fame ob- 
}e^ on many fides \ he finds his darling pofi.tiob at- 
tacked^ and himfelf in no condition to defend it ; hay- 
ing thought always in one train, he is in the date of 
. a man, who, having fenced always with tho fame maf- 
I ter, is perplexed and amazed by a new poilure of his 
a^tagonift ^ he is entangled in unexpedled difficulties* 
he is harafled by fudden cbje£lions, he is unprovided 
with folutions or replies, his furprife impedes his na- 
tural powers of rcafoning, his thoughts are fcattered 
and confounded, and he gratifies the pride of airy pe- 
tulance with an eafy victory. 

It is difficult to imagine, with what obftinacy truths 
ivhich one mind perceives almod by intuition, will be 
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rejt&ed by anottier y and bow many artifices nauil be 
.pradifed, to procure admiflion for tbe moft evident 
propofitiont into under ftandings frighted by their no- 
Telty, or hardened againft them by accidental preju- 
dice } it can fcarcely be conceived, how frequently^ in^ 
thefe extemporaneous- controverfies, the dull will> be 
Aibtile, and the acute abfurd 5 how often ftuptdity will 
elude the force of argument, by involving itfclf in its 
own gloom y and* miftaken ingenuity will weave art- 
ful fellacie»> which reafon can fcaroely find means to 
difentangle. 

In thefe encounters the learning of the reclufe ufually 
foils him : nothing but: long: habit and frequent experi- 
ments can confer the power of changing a pofition into 
various forms^ prefenting it in different points of view, 
oonnedingitwithrknownand granted > truths, fortifying 
it with intelligible arguments, and illuftratiag it bj apt 
fimilitudes ^. and- he,, therefore, that has collededbis 
knowledge in folitude,.mufl learn its-> application by 
mixing with mankinds 

But while the various- opportunities of coBveriktion 
invite us to try every mode of argument, and cvet j 
art of reconraiending our fentiments, we are freqnent-- 
ly betrayed to the ufe of fuch as are oot in themfelvet 
firidly defenfible : arman heated in talk, . and* eager 
of vidory, takes advantage of the miftakesr or ignorance 
of his adverfary^ lays hold -of conceffions- to whieh lie 
knows he has-^no- right; and urges proofs* likely to pre- 
vail on his opponent, though he knows himfelf that 
they haver no force : thus the fevcrity of reafon 
is relaxed, many topics sure accumulated, > but with- 
out joft arrangement or diftindion y we learn to 
fatisfy ourfelves with ratiocination* as filences e* 
ihexs y and feldom rccal to a clofc ezamination, - 
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diat difcourfe which has gratified our vanity with vic- 
tory and applaufe. 

Some caulion, therefore, mud be ufed, lei! copiouf- 
nefs and facility be made lefs valuable by inaccuracy 
and confu(ion« To fix the thoughts by writing, and 
fubje6i them to frequent: examinations and reviews, is 
the bed methodiof enabling the mind to detedl its own 
fbphifms, and keep it on guard again (I the fallacies 
which- it pra£tife» on others y in coBvexfationwc na- 
turally diffufe our thoughts, and in writing we con- 
trad them }. method is the excellence of writing, and. 
unconftraint the grace orconverfatibn. 

To readi write, and converfe in due proportions, is,. 
therefore, the bufinefs. of a man of letters* Ebx all 
tbefe there is not often equal opportunity ^ excellence, 
therefore, is not often* attainable^ and.moft men i fail 
inone orother of the ends propofed, and are full with-- 
out readinefS) or ready witbout exa^lnefs. Some defi- 
ciency mufl be forgiven all,. becaufe. all are men ^ and 
more mud be allowed topafs uncenfured in the greater 
part of the world, becaufe none can confer upon^bim- 
felf abilities, and few have the choice of iituations pro- 
per for the iimprovement- of thofe which- nature has 
bellowed : it is,, however, reafonablie, to have perfeiftioA 
«30 our eye *,: that we may always advance towards it^ 
tiiougb we Imow h never, caa be reached* 
X. 
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Concubtiu prohibete vago. ■ Hor* 

The wandering wiih of lawlefs love {upprefst. . 



To the ADVENTlfREIU 

SIRv 

•- ■ ' I . 

Xo indulge that reftleis impatience wh^h tfrecy mati 
feels to relate incidents bj which the paffiont have 
httfk greatly affeded^ and connmnnicate id^as- tha^ 
have been forcibly imprefled, I have given yot^ ioiwfi 
account of my life, which, without farther apology or 
introdu£lion, may, perhaps, be favourably received la 
an Adventurer. 

'My mother died when I' was very young j and my 
father, who was a naval commander, and had, there^ 
fore, no opportunity to fuperintend my condud, placed 
me at a grammar fchool; and afterwards removed me 

to 
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• 

to the univerfitj. At fchool the .number of hojs vrm 
h great, that to regulate our morals was impoffible^ 
and at the uoiverfity, even my leamtng contributed to 
the diflblutenefs of my manners. As I was an only 
child, my father had always allowed me more money 
than I knew how to lay out, otherwife than in the 
gratification of my vices : I had fometimes, indeed, 
been redrained, by a general fenfe of right and wrongs 
but I now oppofed the remonflranoes of confcience by 
the cavils of fophidry ) and having learned of fomc ce- 
lebrated ^ilofi^pherSy as well ancient as modern, to 
prove that nothing is ^ood but pleafure, I became a 
lake upon principle. i 

My father died in the fame year with queen Anne, 
a £ew months before I became of age, ^nd left me a 
very eonfiderable fortune in the funds. I immediately 
qnitted the univeriity, and cams ta London, which i 
conddered as the great mart of pleafure ^ and as I 
could afford to deal largely, I wifely determined not 
to endanger my capital. I pxojeded a fcheme of life 
that was mod agreeable to my temper, ^wvhich was ra« 
ther fedate than volatile, and regulated my expences 
with the oeconomy of a philofopher. I found that my 
favonrite appetites might be gratified with greater con- 
venience and lefs fcandal, In proportion as my life was 
more private : indead, therefore, of incumbering myfe^ 
with a family, I took the fird floor of a houfe which 
was let into lodgings, hired one fervant, and kept a 
brace of geldings at a livery dable. I condantly £to^ 
qaented the theatres, and found my principles con- 
firmed by almod every piece that was reprcfented, 
particularly my refolution. never to marry. In come- 
dy, indeed, the action terminated in marriage^ but k 
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was generftlly the marriage of a rake, who gave up his 
liberty with reluctance, at the onlj expedient to reco- 
ver a fortune > and the hu(band and wife of the drams 
were wretches whofe example juftified this reludance, 
and appeared to be exhibited for no other purpofe than 
to warn mankind, that, whatever may be prefumed by 
thofe whom indigence has made defperate, to marry is 
to ibrfeit the quiet, independence, and felicity o£ life« 

In this courfe I had continued twenty years, witfa-^ 
out having impaired my conftitution, leflened my for- 
tune, or incumbered myfelf with an illegetimate oflT-* 
fpring 'j when a girl about eighteen, juft arrived from 
the country, was hired as a chambermaid by the per- 
fon who kept the houfe in which I lodged : the native 
■beauty of health and fimplicity in this young creature, 
hid fuch an tSt€t upon my imagination, that I prac- 
tifed every art to debauch her, and at length fiio» 
ceeded. 

I found it convenient for her to continue m the 
houfe, and therefore made no propolal of removing ber 
into lodgings : but after a few months Ihe found heta- 
felf with child ^ a difeovery which interrupted the in- 
dolence of my fenfuality, and made me repent my io* 
difcretion : however, as I would not incur my own 
cenfure by ingratitude or inhumanity, I provided her 
a lodging and attendants ^ and (he was at length delt^ 
vered of a daughter. The child I regarded as a new 
incumbrance ^ for- though I did not con6der myfelf as 
under parental or conjugal obligations, yet 1 could not 
think myfelf at liberty wholly to abandon either the 
mother or the infant. To the mother, indeed, I had 
fiiil fome degree of inclination \ though I (hould have 
beea heartily content never to have feen her again, if 

1 
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I could at once havft been freed from any farther trou* 
ble about her ; but as (bmething was to be done, I 
was willing to keep her within my reach, at leaft till 
(he could be fiibfervient to my pleafure no longer: the 
child, however, I would have fent away ; but (he en^ 
treated me to let her fuckle it, 'with an importunity 
trhich I could not refift. After much thinking', t 
placed her in a little (hop in the fuburbs ; whtch I fur* 
aifhed, at the expence of about twenty pounds, witE 
chandlery ware ^ commodities of which (he had fome 
knowledge, as her father was s petty (hopkeeper in 
the country. She reported, that her huiband bad beea 
killed in an engagement at fea j and that his pay, 
which (he had been hnpowered to receive by his wil?, 
tiad pnrchafed her ftock. I now thought I had dif- 
charged every obligation, at I had enabled her to fub* 
fifty at leaft as well as (he could have done by her la^ 
bour in the (Nation in which I found her; and as ofteii 
fts I had an inclination to fee her, I fent for her to a. 
bagniob 

But the(e interviews did not produce the pleadire 
which I expe£kd : her affe^Bon for mc was too tender 
md deHcate ; (he often wept in fpight of alt her efw 
iMrts- againft it y and could not forbear telKng me ftories 
•f her little girl, with the fond prolixity of a motheiv 
trhen 1 wtAied to regard her only as a miftrefs. Thefe 
ittcidents at* once touched me with compun^ion, and 
quenched the appetite which I had intended to gratify : 
my vi6ts, therefore, became lefs frequent : but (he ne- 
arer fent after me when I was abfent, nor reproached, 
■le, otherwife than by tears of tendernefs when, (he faw 
«e agaim. 

jfijtec. 
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After the firA year, I wholly negleded her ^ and 
having heard nothing of her during the winter, I went 
to fpend the fummer in the country. When I return? 
ed, I was prompted rather by curiofity, than defire to 
makjcibme inquiry after her ; and foon learnt, that 
ihe had died fome months before of the fmall pox, that 
the goods had been feized for rent, and the child takea 
by the parifh. At this account, fo fudden and unexr 
pe6led, I was fenilbly touched ^ and at firil conceived 
a defign to refcue the child from the hands of a pariflk 
surfe, and make fome little provifion. for it when k 
ihould be grown up : but this was delayed from day to 
day, fuch was the fupinenefs of my difpoiition, till the 
event was remembered with lefs and lefs feniibility ^ 
and at length I congratulated myfelf upon my deliver- 
ance from an engagment which I had always confidered 
as refembiing in fome degree, the ihackles of matii* 
XDony* I refolved to incur the fame embariaffmeat t^ 
inose, and contented niyfelf with ^rolling from one pi^ 
flitute to another, of whom I had feen many generaf- 
tions perilh ^ and the new £aces which X once fpi^ht 
among the maikfr in the pit, I found with: 1^ troi^lllt 
at Cuper^s, Vauxhall, Ranelagh, and ij^iHim^ahle 
Other places of public entcrtainmejit, whjch have a^ 
j^eared during the lad twenty years of my lifes- 

A few weeks ago, I celebrated, my' fixtieth birth- 
day with fome friends at a tavern ^ and as I waa.re? 
turning to my lodgings, I faw a hackney coach flop at 
the door of a houfe which I knew to be of ill r^ut% 
though it was private and of the.firft clafs. Jufi as I 
came up, a girl ilepped out of it, who appeared, by thf 
imperfed glimpfe 1 caught of her as (he pa£fed, to bf 
very joung, and extremely bcau^ful. As I was warm 

with 
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with winC) I followed her in without faefitation, and 
was delighted to find her equally charming upon a 
nearer view. I detained the coach, and propofed that 
we fhould go to Haddock's : (he hefitated with fome 
Appearance of unwillingnefs and confufion, but at length 
Confented : (he foon becatpe more free, and I was not 
left pleafed witb her conyerfation than<her perfon : I 
c^bferred tliat (he had a foftnefs and modefty in her 
manner, which is 'quickly worn off by habStual profti- 
tution. 

We had drank a bottle of French wine, and were 
preparing to go to bed, when, to my unlpeakable con- 
fufion and afloni(hment, I difcoTered a mark by which 
I knew her to be my child : for I remembered, that 
tlie poor girl, whom I fo cruelly feduced and negled« 
€d, had once told me with tears in her eys, that fhe 
had imprinted the too letters of my name under her 
little Nancy's left brea(l, which, perhaps, would be the 
only memorial (he would ever have of a father. I was 
tndantly firuck with a fenfe of guilt with which I had 
not been familiar, and therefore, felt all its force. The 
poor wretch, whom I was about to hire for the gratifi- 
cation of a brutal appetite, perceived my diforder with 
fbrprife and concern : (he inquired with an ofRcious fo- 
licitude, what fuddeh illnefs had feized me ^ fhe took 
my hand, preffed it, and looked eagerly in my face, 
Aill inquifitive what could be done to relieve me. I 
Temaioed fometime torpid : but was foon roufed by the 
refleffion, that I was receiving the the careffes of my 
^hildi whom I had abandoned to'theloweft infamy, to 
ht the flavc^ of drtmkenneft -and luft, and whom I had 
led' to the brink of inceft. I fuddcnly flarted up ; firft 
held her at a diilance ) then catching her in my arms, 
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firove to fpeak, but burft into tears. I faw that (he 
was confounded and terrified j and as foon as I could 
recover my fpeech, I put an end to her doubts by re- 
vealing the fecret. 

It is Impofllble to ezprefs the effefi it had upon her: 
(he flood motionlefs a few minutes -^ then clafped her 
hands togetheri and looked up in an agony, which not 
to have leen is not to conceive. Tbe -tears <«t length 
ilarted from her eyesj flie recolledUd herfelf, called 
me &ther, threw herfelf upon her knees, embracing 
mine, and pUuging a new dagger in mj heart by ask- 
ing my blefling.« 

We fat oip together, the remainder of the* night, 
which I fpent in liftening to a (lory that I may per- 
haps hereafter communicate ^ and the next day I took 
lodgings for her about fix miles from town. I vifit 
her every day with emotions to which my heart has 
till now been a flranger, and which arc every day 
more frequent and more (irong. I propofed to xetire 
with her into fome remote part of the country, and to 
atone for the pa ft by the future : but alas ! of the fu- 
ture a few years only can remain ^ and of the paft, not 
a moment can return. What atonement can I make 
to thofe, upon whofe daughters I have contributed to 
perpetuate that calamity, from which, by miracle I 
have refcued my own ! How can I bear the reflexion, 
that though for my own child I had hitherto expreffed 
leh kindnefs than brjites for their young \ yet, perhaps, 
every other whom I either hired or feduced to i^ofts* 
tution, had been gazed at in the ardour of parental af- 
fedion, till tears have darted to the eye j had been 
oatched to the bofom with trani^Knt, in the prattling 

ism- 
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city of infancy; had been watched in fickncfs 
anxiety that fufpended (leep ; had been fed by the 
F induftrious poverty, and reared to maturity with 
and fear. What a monfler is he, by whom thefe 
are verified, and this hope deceived ! And yet, fb 
ful is the force of habitual guilt, I fometimes re« 
:he reftraint which is come upon me ; I wifli to 
gain into the dumber from which I have been 
I9 4ind to repeat the cfimes which 1 abhon My 
is this moment burfting for utterance : but I 
words. FarewelK 

Agamus. 
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Iracundior efl paulo ; mvius aptus acutis 

Naribus borum bominum ; rederipojjity eo quod 

"Rujlicius tonfe toga deftuit^ (b' male laxus 

Inpede calceus hceret r-^-^ai ingenium ingens 

Inculio latet bocfub corpore HoR. 

Your friend is paflionate : perhaps unfit 

For the brifk petulance of modern wit : 

His hair ill cut, his robe that aukward- flowS| 

Or his large (hoes to raillery cxpofe 

The man. 

But underneath this rough uncouth difguife, 

A genius of extenflve knowledge lies. 

Francis. 

There are many accompliihmants, which tliough 
they are comparatively trivial, and may be ac 
quired by fmall abilities, are yet of great importance 
in our common intercourfe with men. Of this kind is 
that general courtefy, which is called Good Breeding; 

a name 
3 
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a mme, by which, as an artificial exccUeneey it is ait 
once charaderfftd and recommended* 

Good Breeding, as it is generally eiliployed ia the 
gratification «f vanity, a paffion almoft imiver&lly pre- 
dominant, 1$ more highly prized by the majority than 
any other $ and he who wants it, though he may be .pre«> 
ferved fixmi contempt by inconteftible foperiority eit^r 
of virtue or of parts, will yet be regarded with maie- 
voleace, and avoided as an enemy with whom it is dan- 
gerous to combat. 

In ioMfe inftanceSi indeed, the enmity of others can- 
not be avoided withoat the participation of guilt ; but 
thfen it is the enmity of thofe, with whom neither vir« 
tueflorwifdtfmcan defire to aflbciate : and good breeding 
may generally be pra^iCed apon more eafy and more ho- 
nourable terms, than acquieicence in the detradion of ma- 
lice or the adnlation of fervility, theobfcetrity of a letcher, 
or the blafphemy of an infidel. Difagsreeable troths 
may be fupprefled j and when they can be fuppirefied 
without gailt, they cannot innocently be ottered ^ the 
boaft of vanity may be fuffered withoat fevere repre- 
henfion, and the prattle of abiinrdity may be heard with- 
out expreflions of contempt. 

It happens, indeed, fomewhat unfortunately, that 
the pri^ife of good breeding, however nocefiary, is 
obftrudtd by the pofieffion of more valuable t£. 
lents \ and that great iategrity, delicacy, fenfibility, 
and fpicit, exalted genios^ and extenfive learning, fre- 
quently tender men ill-bred. 

Petrarch relates, that his admirable friend and eo- 
ttepomry, I>ante Aligheri, one of tho^mod exalted 
and original geniafes that ever appeared, being banifh- 
ed his country, and having retired to the court of a 

Voi». Ill* F prince 
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ptfoce wUch was then the fanduary of the unfortun- 
ate, was held at firft in great efteem ; but became 
dail/ lefs acceptable to his patron, by the feverity of 
his manners and the freedom of his fpeech. There 
were at the fame court, many players and buffoons, 
gamefters and debauchees, one of whom, diftinguifhed 
by lus impudence, ribaldry, and obfcenity, was great- 
ly careffed by the reft ; which the prince fufpeding Dante 
net to be pleafed with, ordered the man to be brought be* 
before him, and having highly extolled him, turned to 
Dante, andfaid, ** I wonder that this peribn, who is by 
** fome deemed a fool, and by others a madman, (hould 
'' yet be fo generally pleaiing, and fo generally beloved^ 
*^ when you, who are celebrated for wiCton, are yet 
*' heard without pleafure, and commended without 
t* friendihip,'* ** You would ceafe to wonder ,** replied 
*^ Dante, '' if you confidered, that a conformity of 
** chara£l:er is the fource of friendfhip,** This far- 
calm which had all the force of truth, and all thekeennefi 
of wit, was intolerable j and Dante was immediately 
dtfgarced and baniflied. 

But by this anfwer, though the indignation which 
produced it was founded on virtue, Dante probably 
gratified his own vanity, as much as he mortified that 
of others : it was the petulant reproach of refentment 
and pride, which is always retorted with rage ; and 
not the ftill voice of Reafon, which is heard with com- 
placency and reverence : if Dante intended refinma- 
tion, his anfwer was not wife ', if he did not intend re* 
formation, his anfwer was not good* 

Great delicacy, fenfibility, and penetration, do a^ 
lefs obftru£l: the praftice of good breeding thaa inte- 
grity. Pcrfons thus qualified| not only dilcover pro- 

portiooabiy 
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porttonably more faults and fellings in the charaHers 
which they examine, but are more difgufted with the 
faults and failings which they difcover : the commoa 
topics of converfation are too trivial to engage their 
attention ; the various turns of fortune that have lately 
happened at a game at Whift, the hiilory of a ball at 
Tunbridge or Bath, a defcription of lady Fanny> jew^' 
els and lady Kitty^s vapours, the journals of a horfe- 
race or a cock-match, and difquifitiohs on the game 
z€t or the fcarcity of patridges, are fubjeds upon which 
men of delicate tafte do not always choofe - to declaim, 
and on which they cannot patiently hear the declama* 
tion of others. But they ihould remember, that their 
impatience is the impotence of reafon and the preva- 
lence of vanity ; that if they £t fUent and referved/ 
wrapped up in the contemplation of their own dignity, 
they will in their turn be defpiied and hated by thofe 
whom they hate and defpife ; and with better reafon, 
for perverted power ought to be more odious than de- 
bility. . To hear with patience, and to anfwer with 
civility, (eems to comprehend all the good breeding of 
converfation ; and in proportion as this is eafy, filence 
and inattentioD are without excufe. 

He, who does not pra6kice good breeding, will- not 
find himfelf confidered as the objed of good breeding 
by others. There is, however, a fpecies of rufticity, 
which is not lefs abfurd than injurious to treat with 
contempt : this fpecies of ill-breeding is become almoft 
proverbially the charaderiftic of a fcholar j nor Ihould 
it be expeded, that he who is deeply attentive to ^ 
an obftrufe fcience, or who employs any of thi^ three 
great faculties of the foul, the memory, the imagina- 
tioo; or the judgmcnty in the clofc purfuit of their fe- 

F 2 "H^X^ 
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▼tral ofaje^ (hould have ftodied punffilios of form 
•ad ceremooy, and be equally able to ihine at a route 
mud in the fchools. That tbe bow of a cbronologery 
mmA the complimeAt of an aftrooomer, flioald be impro- 
per or uncouth, cannot be thought ftrange to thofe^ 
-who dnlj oonfidcr the narrownefs of our fecultieSy and 
the impoffibility of attaining uniyerfal excellence. 

Equally ezcufeable, for the fame reafons, are that 
•abfimce of mind, and that fbrgetlulnefs of pkce and 
■pedbn, to which fcholairs are §o frequently fiibfe£k« 
When Lewis XIV. was one day lamenting the death 
i»f att old comedian whcnn he highly extolled, ^' Yes,** 
replied Biuleau, in the prefence of madam Maiotenon, 
^* he. performed tolerably well in the defpicable pieces 
^' of Scarroa, which are now deiervediy forgotten 
'•^ even in the provinces,*' 

As every condition of life, and every turn of mind, 
has fome peculiar temptation and propenfity to evil, let 
sot the man of nprigbtnefs and honedy be moroie and 
iiixiy in his pradice of virtue ^ let not him, whofe deli^ 
cacy and penetration difeern with di%uft thofe impev- 
Se^yons in others, ffom which he himfelf is not free, 
indulge perpetual peevffhnefs and diicontent } not let 
tearning and knowledge be pleaded as an eiKufc for 
not cornkfcending in the common o^ees and duties of 
civil life : for as no man ihould be Well-brtd at the 
expeoce of his Virtue ^ no man fhould pra&ice virtue^ 
« aa to deter others from Imitation^ 
Z. 
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'Semperque relinqui^ 



Sqlajibi, fetnfer longam incomitata viJetur 

^e viam. ■ Virg r 

I 

> She feems alone, 

To wander in her fleep, thro' ways unknowD, 

Guilelels and dark. ■ Dutoen. 

NiWTOVy whofe power of tnyeftigatmg nature few will 
■deny to have been fupetior to their own, confefies, 
that he cannot account for gravity, the ficft principles 
of his fyften), as a property communicable to matter \ 
or conceive the phenomena fuppofed to bo tbo effe& 
of foch a principle, to be otherwife produced^ than by 
the immediate and perpetual influence of thq AI^ 
MIGHTY : and, perhaps, thoCe who moft attentively 
confider the phenomena of the moral and natural world, 
will be moft inclined to admit the ageucy of iavi» 
dble beusgs. 

Fa U 
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In dreaiiM, the mind appears to be wholly paflive ^ 
for dreams are fo far from being the effect of a vohio- 
tary effort, that we neither know of what we (hall 
dream, nor whether we (hall dream at all. 
• The human mind does not, indeed, appear to have 
any power equal to fuch an effe6l ^ for the ideas con- 
ceived in dreams without the intervention of fenfible 
obje6ls, are much more perfe6t and ftrong than can 
he formed at other times by the utmoft effort of the »o(k 
lively imagination : and it can fcarce be fuppofei, that 
the mind is more vigorous when we fleep, than when 
we are awake ; eipeclaEy if it be true, «$ I have be- 
fore remarked, that ^' in fleep the power of memory 
** is wholly fufpended, and the underftandtng is em- 
^ ployed only about fuch objeds as prefent themfelvet, 
'* without comparing the paft with the prefent >**. ex- 
cept we judge c^ the foul by a maxim which fome deep 
philofophers have held concerning horfes, that when 
the tail is cut off, the reft of the members become more 
ilrong. 

In lunacy, as in dreams, ideas are conceived wUch 
material objeds do not evcite ^ and which the £M'ce of 
imagination, exerted by a voluntary efforts cannot 
Jorm : but, the mind of the lunatic, beiides being ini» 
preffed with the images of things that do not fall und^r 
the cognifance of his fenfesy is prevented from receiv- 
ing correfponding images from thofe that do. When 
the vifionary monarch looks round upon his clothes 
which he has decorated with the ^ils of his bed, his 
mind does not conceive the ideas of rags and flraw, 
Jbut of velvet, embroidery, and goldj and when he 
gazes at the bounds of his cell, the image impt'effed 
JUpon his mind is not that of a naked wall which inclofes 

an 
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an area of ten feet fquare > but of wainfcot and paint- 
ing, and tapeftrjy the bounds of a fpacious apartment 
adorned with magnificent furniture, and crowded with 
iplendid dependant}. 

Of the lunatic it is alfo univerfally true, that bis 
underftanding is perverted to evils, which a mere per- 
vetfion of the underftanding does not necefTarily imply^ 
he either fits torpid in defpair, or is bufied in the con- 
trivance or the execution of mifchief. But if lunacy 
is ultimately produced by mere material caufes, it is 

' difficult to (hew why mifery or malevolence ihould al- 

* ways be complicated with abfurdityj why madnefs (hould 
not fometimes produce in dances of frantic and extravagant 
kindnefs, of a benevolent purpofe formed upon erro- 
neous pruiciples, and purfued by ridiculous means, and 

: of an honed and harmleis cheerfulnefs arlfing from the 
fancied felicity of others. 

A luniatic is indeed fometimes merry, but the merr j 

.lunatic is never kind; his fport is always mifchief^ 
and mifchief is rather aggravated than atoned by wan* 
toonefs ; his diljpofition is always evil in proportion to 
the height of his phrenzy ; and upon this occafion it 
may be remarked, that if every approach to madnefs 
is a deviation to ill, every deviation to ill may be con« 
fidered as an approach to madnefs. 

Among other unaccountable phenomena in lanacfy 

- is the invincible abfurdtty of opinion with refped to 
fome fingle objed, while the mind operates with its 
full vigour upon every other : it fometimes happtns, 
that when this objeS is prefented to the mind, reafon is 
thrown quite out of her feat, and tht perverfibn oi the 

. underftanding for a time becomes general ; but -fome- 
times it ftill continues to be perverted but in part, and 

F 4 tJisA 
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the abfordity itfelf is defended with all the force of re- 
. gular argumentation. 

A wood extraordinarj inftaace of this kind may now 
be communicated to the public,, without injury to a 
good mao^ or a good caufe which he fttccefsfuUy main- 
tained. 

Mr. SisKui Browne^ a difltnting teacher, of exem- 
plary life and eminent intelledlual abilities^ after ha?- 
iag been fome time feized with melanchidy, defined 
from the duties of his fun^^ioa, and could not be per- 
fiiaded to jcun in any a£l of worihip either public or 
private. His friends often urged him to account ht 
this changre in his condud^, at whieh they exprefiied 
the utmoft grief and aftonifhment^ and after much 
importunity he told them, *' that he had fallen under 
^ the fen£hle di^leafure of God^ who had eaufied bis 
** rational foul- gradually to perifli> and kfk him only 
^ an animal life in common wilh brutes y dmt it was 
*^ therefore pso&ne for him to pray, and iacoaginoaa 
« to be pre&nt at the prayers of others^*'' 

In this opinion,. howev«r abfurd,^ he was infc a ii M e, 
at a time when all the powers o£ hit miad (abfiied in 
their full vigour, when his: conceptions were dcavi and 
]^a reafbning fttong. 

Being once importuned ta fay grace at. the table of 
B £riend^ he excufisd himfelf many times j fant the re- 
queft being fiill repeated, and tko company kept flaad- 
ingf he difixxvered evident tokens of diftrefs, and af- 
ter Come irrefidttte geftares and hefitation, exprefied 
wtitk great fervour this ejaculation : ** Moft merciful 
^* andalffl%hty God, let thy fpirit, which moved up* 
t^ ^a the faoe of the waters when thers was no l%hit, 

^^ deiceii4 
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** defcead upon me, that from this darknefs there may 
'' rife up a man to praife thee !*' 

But the m'oft aftonilhing proof both of his inteUcc- 
tual excellence and defedt is, ** A defence of the Kf;- 
*' ligon of Nature and the ChriAian Revelation, in 
'' anfwer to Tindal's Chriftianity as old as the Crea-^ 
** tion,^* and his dedication of it to the late queen* 
The book is univerfallj allowed to be the bed which 
that controverfjT produced, and the dedication jis i^a 
follows : 



" Madam, 

** Of all extraordinary things that have been tenderedl: 
^* to your royal hands finee youif -.firfl happy arrival Uk^ 
** Britain, it may be boldly faid, what now l^efpealw- 
** your liiBJefty^s acceptance is the chief. 

** Not in itfelf indeed >;it is a trifle unworthy yo«r 
^ exalted rank, and. what will hardly prove an entei^ 
** taming amufement to one ofyour.majefty^s deep pe-. 
^ netration, exad judgment^ and fine, tafl^* . 

*^ But on account of the. aUthoi, who^ is the firft; 
** being of the kind, and yet .without^ a ^'nalne. 

^' He was once a^man,. aiid df ibme little name, but.* 
^ of no worth, as^ hil prefeaf unparalfeUed eaftt 
^ makes but too. maoifeil) for by the immediate. hand< 
*^ of an avenging Go(^ his very thinking fubftance has. 

for more than ,feveh years- been continually waAid^ 
<« away, till it is. wholly periflied out of him, if it bb 
<< m>t utterly, come to nothing*. None, no not the leaft 
^* remembrance of its vesy zoins, remains, not tUt ' 
^^ (hadow of an idea is left, nor any fenfe thsrt, £0 muck 
^ UQ^e fingle one, pcrfcft or unpcrfeft^ ^\wi\^ ^x 
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** diminlfhed, ever did appear to a mind within him, 
^* or was perceived by it. 

** Such a prefent from fuch a thing, howcvct worth- 
** lefs in itfclf, may not be whoHy unacceptable to' 
" your majefly, the author being fuch as hiftory cannot 
'' parallel : and if the fa6t, which is real, and no fiflioa 
** nor wrong conceit, obtains credit, it muft be record- 
^ ed as the mod memorable and indeed aHonifhing 
^ event in the reign of George the fccond, that a 
^ trad compofed by fuch a thing was prefented to the 
^ illuftrtous Caroline ^ his royal confort needs not be 
** added j lame, if I am not mifioformed, will tell that 
' ** with pleafure to all fucceeding times, 

^ He has been informed, that youi majefiy^s- piety is 

^^ as genuine and eminent, as your excellent equalities 

-^ ate great and confpicuous. This can, indeed, be 

** truly known to the great fearcber of hearts only^f 

V He alone, who can look into them, caa dtfcem if 

^ they are fincere, and the nmin intention correfpoods 

^ with the appearance } and yoar majefty cannot take 

** it amifs, if fuch an avthor hints, that His fecret ajN 

^probation is of infinitely greater value than the 

** commendation of men, who may be eafilj^ miftaken 

^ and are too apt to flatty their fnperiof s. 

'* But if be had been told the truth, fuch ft. cafe as 
^ his will ceitainly ilrike your majefty with aftoniik- 
'^ meat, and m»y raife that commiferation in yonr 
** royal breaft which he has in vaio endeavoured to 
^ excite in thefe of hb friends, who, by the moA us<- 
^ reafbnahle and iH-£>unded conceit, in. the world, 
^ have iaiagined, that a thinking beiag could for 
^ feven years togethcc live a ftianger ta .ttt own 
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*^ powers, exercifes, operatioDSy and date, and to wliat 
** the great God has been doing in it and to it. 

'' If. your majefty, in your moil retired addrefs to 
** the King of Kings, (hould think of fo iingular a 
** cafe, you may perhaps make it your devout requcft, 
^* that the reign of your beloved (bvereign and confbrt 
*^ may be renowned to all pofterity by the recovery of 
*^ a foul now in the utmoft ruin, the reltoration of one 
.** utterly loft at prefent amongft men. - 

** And (hould this cafe affed your royal bread, you 
*^ will recommend it ^o the piety and prayers of all 
'^ the truly devout, who have the honour to be knowa 
** to your majefty : many fuch doubtlefs there are j 
** though courts are not ufually the places where the 
*' devout refort, or where devotion reigns. And it ia- 
'* not improbable, that multitudes of the pious through- 
** out the land may take a cafe to heart, that under 
^* your majefty^s patronage comes thus reccmimended* 

** Could fuch a favour as this reftoration be obtained; 
" from heaven by the prayers of your majefty, with 
*' what a tranfport of gratitude would the recovered 
^' beii\g throw himfelf at ydur Majefty 's feet, and 
^ adoring the £vine power and grace, profefs himfelf^ 

^ Madam, 

*^ Your majefty^s ntoft obliged 

** And dutiful fervant*''' 

This dedication^ wfaicli i» no where &eble or ab». 
furd, but in the places where the objedl of his phrenzj 
was immediately before him, his friends found means 

1*6 tot 
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totdpprth *f wifely confideringy that a book, to wHich 
it (hould be prefixed, would certaiilljr be coodemned 
witboot ezamhiatioii ^ for fiew would have required 
ilroitger eT^dente of its mutilkj, than that the au- 
thoci hj hh dedication, appeared to be mad. The 
copjy however, wa» prefenred, and has been tran« 
fisiibed into the blank leaves before one of the books, 
which is now in the library of a friend to this nnder- 
taking*, who is not lefs diftingaiihed by has merit thaa 
his rank, and who recommended it as a literary curio^ 
fity, which was in danger of being lofl for want of ih 
'^epoAtory in which it might be ptefexved^ 



Kt. 
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TYacipua tamen ejus in commovendd miferatione virtut^ 
ut quidam in hac eum parte ommbus ejufdem operis art" 
tt>ribus prceferant, 

QoiNTILIAlf. 

ICs great excellence was in moving comgafHon, with 
refpefi to which many give him the firft place of all 
the writers of that kind.. 



^Q the ADvaNTVKsa^ 

SIR, 

It is ufual for fcholars to lament, with indifcriminat-* 
^ng ]^<^grct, the devaftations committed 09 ancient li« 
braries, by accident and time, byfuperdition, ignorance 
and Gothicifm ^ but the lofs is very far from being m 
all cafes equally irreparable, as the want of fome kinds 
of books may be much more eafily fupplied than that 
of others* By the interruption that fometimes happens 
IB the fucceflion of phUofbphical opixAoiki| O^ic mvck^ \% 
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emancipated from traditionary fyftems, recovers its 
native elafticity which had been benumbed by cuftom, 
begins to examine with freedom and freQi vigour, and 
to follow truth inftead of authority. The lofs of writ- 
ings, therefore, in which reafontng is concerned, is not, 
perhaps, fo great an evil to mankind, as of thofe which 
defcribe charaders and fadls. 

To be deprived of the lad books of Livy, of the 
fatires of Archilochus, and the comedies of Menander, 
is a greater misfortune to the republic of literature, 
than if the logic and the phyUcs of Ariftotle had ne- 
ver defcended to pofterity. 

Two of your predeceflbrs, Mr. Adventurer, of 
great judgment and genius, very juftly thought that 
they fhould adorn their lucubrations by publifhlng, 
one of them a fragment of Sappho, and the othec an 
old Grecian "hymn to the Goddefs Health : and, indeed^ 
I conceive it to be a very important ufe of your paper, 
to bring into common light thofe beautiful remains of 
ancient art, which by their prefent fituation are deprived 
of that univerfal admiration they fo juftly deferve, and 
are only the fecret enjoyment of a few curious readers* 
In imitation, therefore, of the examples I have juil men- 
tioned, I (hall fend you, for the inftruflion and entertain- 
ment of your readers, a fragment of Simonides and of 
Menanden 

Simonides was celebrated by the ancients &r the 
fweetnefs, corredtneis, and purity of his ftylJe, and his 
irrefiftible &ill in moving the paffions. It is a fnffiU j 
cient panegyric that Piato often mentions him with 
approbation. Dionyfius places him among tlio(e po* 
lilhed writers, who excel ** in a findOth volubility, and 
*' flow on, like plenteoujs and perenniaVziVers, in ai 
^* coufffe of even and nninterrupted luutmony,^^ 

H 
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It is to this excellent critic that we are indebted for 
tke prefervation of the following paflage, the tender- 
nefs and elegance of which, fcarcely need be pointed 
out to thofe who have tafle and fenfibility. Danae, 
being by her mercilefs father isclofed in a cheft and 
thrown into the fea with her child> the poet proceeds 
thus far to relate her dillrefs : 

'^On Xm^mnt if iett^»Xi» ttvifiug 
t^fMi munff xtftiht^et h Xtfivx. 

Cm/ ix^i *'**** trvT atnrt y»Xxifi*t 

TLmfmrH xufutrt vx mKvytif 
Odd »nf»M pUyycitfs w^fl^ui 

Ei %t rt liiMv «• y* 2tiMv nv, 
K«i ju » tfMtt fnfi»rif XMr]fy 

Etf^trw )i frn^t iviinv «^i]^ Mutm 

When the raghig wind began to roar, and the waves 
to beat fo violently on the chcft as to threaten to over- 
fct it, ihe threw her arm fondly around Fcrefus, and 
faid, the tears trickHng down her cheeks, ** O my fon, 
" what forrowaA> I undcrga! but thou art wrapt in 
<< a deep dumber ; thou fteepefl foondty Hke a Tuckling 
« child, in this joykfs habitation, in this dark and 
*< dreadful night, lighted onljr by Ac glimmerings of the 
^* moon ! Covered with Ay purpk mantle, Aou regard- 
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<< eft not the waves that da(h around thee, aor the 
<^%vhifl1ing of the vfinds. O thou beauteous babe ! 
*^ If thou wert fenfible of this calamity, thou wouldeft 
" bend thy tender ears to my complaints. Sleep on, 
**^ I bcfecch thee, O my child ! Sleep with him, O ye 
*t billows ! and fleep likewife my diftrefs !" 

Thofe who would, form a full idea of the delicacy o£ 
the Greek, fliould attentively confider the following 
happy imitation of it, which, I have reafon to believe, 
is not fo extenfively known, or fo warmly admired, as- 
it ought to be 5 and which, indeed, hr excels the ori« 
ginal. 

The poet, having pathetically painted a great prin- 
cefs taking leave of an affe£tionate huihand on his 
death-bed, and endeavouring afterwards to comfort hev. 
inconfolable family, adds the following pftrticulftr. . 

Hi's conatilus occupata^ oc^Uos 
Guttis lucidulis adhue nmdentef. 
Convertity puerum fopore vinShim 
^d nutrix placido JinU favehat : 
" Dormis^'* inquiit^ ** m/effe^ ntc tie 
^^ Vuhus exanimeSjJUentiumque 
" Per ionga atria cwmunent^ uec uUo. 
** Fratrum tangeris^ out meo do/orti, 
^ Nec/catis patre d^itutus iUo, 
^igeftans genibufve brucbiwe^ 

Jiutformatu kpidumtuamh^iAekmf. 
^^ Tecum miUe modu meptubat. 
*' 7u dormisy vlituntque quifolebmnti 
'* Rifus^ in rpfeii tuit labtUis, ■■ ■ 
** I^ortHi^ parjmU I n§cmaUdokru 
tl ^i matrm cru$ieHt tute juiftif 
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** RedHunl oculis meufopores /'* 

The contrafl betwixt the iBfenfibilltj of the infant 
and the ag^ony of the mother > her obierving; dut the 
child is unmoved witb what was moft likely to affe6l 
him, the (brrows of his little brothers, the many mourn- 
ful countenances, and the difmal filence that leigned 
throughout the court \ the circumftances of th/s £ajther 
playing with the child on hia kuees^ or ia his arms, and 
teaching him to fpeak \ arc fuch delica.te mafiex-ilxokes 
of nature and parental tendexnefs a& (hew the author 
is intimately acquainted with the human heart, and 
with thojie little touches of paffion that, are beQ calcu- 
lated to more it. The affedionate wiih. of ^ dormi, 
*' pawttle'* is plainly imitaicd from, the fragiaeut of 
Simonidea \ but the fuddea exclamation that £oUaw8, 
— '' whea^ O when Ouitt I ileep like this infant!'^ is 
entirely the ptoperty of the antbpo;!, and worthy olT, 
though not excelled by> %^ of the aacienta. It is 
making the mo(k artful and the moft firikJag ufe of 
the i&imber of the childly to- aggravate and heiglUea by 
compari&ir, the reftkflbeis of the oMther'a fiurrow \ it 
is the fineft and ftrongeft way of faying^ '' my grief 
''will never ceafe,*' that has ever been uled. I think 
it not exaggeration to affirm, that in this little piMm, 
are united the pathetic of £uripides> and the elegaii<;e 
of Catullus. It affords a judicious example, ot the 
manner in which the ancients ought to be imitated \ 
not by u(ing their expreflions and epithets, which is the 
common method, but by catching a portion of their fpi- 
rit, and adapting their images and ways of thinking to 
new fubjeft^t The generality of thofe who have pro- 
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pofed Catullus for their pattern, even the beft of the 
modern Latin poets of Italy, feem to think thej have 
accomplKhed their defign, by introducing many florid 
diminutives, fuch as " tenellula and columbula ;'* but 
there is a purity and feverity of ftile, a temperate and 
auftere manner in Catullus, which nearly refembles 
that of his cotemporary Lucretius, and is happily co- 
pied by the author of the poem, which has produced 
thefe refledions. Whenever, therefore, we fit down to 
compofe, we fhould aik ourfelves in the words of Loa« 
ginus a little altered ; ** How would Homer or Plato^ 
** Demofthenes or Thucydides, have «exprefled them- 
*^ felves on this occafion j allowing for the alteratioa 
*' of our cuftoms, and the different idioms of our re« 
^ ^£live languages V^ This would be following the 
ancients, without tamely treading in their footfteps 5 
. this would be making the fame glorious u£e of them 
that Racine has done of Euripides in his Phasdra and 
Iphigenia, and that Milton has done of the Pfometheas 
of Efchylus in the charafter of Sataa» ' 

If you (hould happen not to lay ailde this paper 
among the refufe of your correfpondencci as the off* 
fpring of pedantry and a blind fohdnelt for antiquity ; 
or rather, if your readers can, endure the fight of fo 
much Greek, though ever b Attic ^ I may, perhaps, 
trouble you again with a few reflexions -on the cha- 
racter of Menander. 

Z. 

I am, 

Mr. Adventurer, 
Yours. 

FAhMQHttLVS. 

No. 
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No. XC. Saturday, September 15. i*jj}3* 



Ctmcretaff^ eyemit lahem^ purumque reliqmt 
JEtbirium fenfum^ atqut ouriCiJin^lieU igmm* 



-By length of timey 



The icurf is worn away of each committed crime > 
No fpeck is lefb of their habitual ftains, 
But the pure sether of the foul remains. 

DaTDtir* 



To the ADvxNTnaxR« 

SIR, 

Nothing fooner quells the ridiculous triumph of ha« 
man vanity, than reading tbofe paflages of the great* 
(cft ^writers, in which they Teem deprived of that noble 
fpirit that infpires them in other parts ; and where, in- 
ilead of invention and grandeur, we meet with nothing 
but flatnefs and infipidity. 

TK€ 
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The pain I have felt in obfcrving a lofty genius thus 
fink beneath itfelf, has often made me wifh, that thefe 
unworthy ftains could be blotted from their works, and 
leave them perle^ and" immaculate. 

I went to bed a few nights ago, full of thefe thoughts^ 
and clofed the evening, as I frequently do, with read- 
ing a few lines in Virgil. I accidentally opened that 
part of the fixth book, where Anchi&s recounts to his 
fon the various methods of purgation which the foul 
undergoes in the next world, to cleanfe it from the 
filth it has contradbed by its connection with the body, 
and to deliver the pure etherial effence from the vicious 
tindure of x&ortality. This was £> much like ^y 
evening^s fpeculatiooi that it ioCienilbly mixed mud In 
corporated with it, and as foon as I fell adsep, formed 
itfelf into the following dream. 

I found myfelf in an inftaat i& the midft ofa-Unple 
which was built with all that magaificf nt flmpliicity 
that didinguifhes the produ^ons of the aoewots. At 
the ead end wa» raifed an altar, oo ea^ch fide tf wUcIl 
Aqad a piieily who Teemed prepfltring to (acrifice. Oa 
the altar was kindled a fire, from which arofe the 
brightefl flame I had ever beheld. The light which 
it difpenfed, though remarkably ftrong and clear, was 
not quivering and dazzling, but ileady and uniform, 
and diffufed a purple radiance through the whole 
edifice, not unlike the firft appearance of the moror 
ing. 

While I ftood fixed in admiration, my attention was 
awakened by the blad of a trumpet that fi>ook the 
whole temple ^ but It carried a certain fweetnels in its 
(bund, which mellowe4 and tempered the natural (hrilU 
nefs of that injlruiQ^nt. After it had (bunded thrice^ 

tho 
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the being who blew h, habited according to the dffcrip* 
tion of Fame by the ancients, ifl^d a proclaxkuttioa to 
tlie fbllowang purpoCc : " By comfasmd o£ Apollo and 
** the Mnfes, all who have ever ^ade any preten6ofis 
'^ to fame by their writings, are enjoined to iacrlfice 
*^ apoa the ahar m this temple, thofe parts of their 
*^ works, which have hitherto been preferved to their 
^ infamy, that their names may defcend fpotlefs and 
^ unfiillied to pofterity. For this purpofe Ariilotle 
<' and Looginas are appointed chief priefts, who are 
** to fee diat no improper oblatiofis are made, and no 
'* proper ones concealed^ and for the more eafy per-i 
^ formance of thb ofBpe, they are allowed to choofe 
**' as their afliftants wfaomfbcver they (hall think worthy 
^ of the funaion." 

As foon as thb proclamation was made, I turned 
my eyes with Inexpreifible delight towards the two 
prieds 5 but was foon robbed of the pleafure of looking 
at them by a crowd of people running up to offer 
th^ir fervice. Thefe I found to be a groop of French 
critics 'y but their offers were reje6ted by both priefts 
with the utmoft indignation, and their whole works 
were thrown on the altar, and reduced to afhes in an 
inftant. The two priefts then looked round, and 
chofe, with a few others, Horace and Qnintilian from 
among the Romans, and Addifon from the Englifh, as 
4heir pmcipal afliilants. 

The firft who came forward with his offering, by 
the loftinefs of his demeanor was foon difcovered to be 
Homer. He approached the altar with great majefty, 
and delivered to Loaginns thofe parts of his Odyffey, 
which have l>een cenfured as improbable fiftions, and 
the ridiculous narratives of old age. Longinus was 
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picparing for the bcrifice, but ohttrving that Arifto. 
tie did not feem willing to ailift him in the office, he 
returned them to the venerable <Ad bard with great 
deference, (ajing, that '' they were indeed the tales of 
« old age, but it was the old age of Homer/' 

Virgil appeared next, and approached the altar with 
a modeft dignity in his gait and conntenance peculiar 
to himfelf ^ and to the furprife of all commited his 
whole i£neid to the flames. But it was immediately 
reCcued by two^Romaos, whom I found to be Tuccmand 
Varius, who ran with precipitation to the altar, deli- 
▼ered the poem from dedruftion, and carried off the 
author between them repeating that glorious boaft of 
about forty lines at the beginning of the third Georgic : 



Tentanda via eft ; qua me quoquefiq/fim 
Toll ere bumo, vi^orque virUm volitarefer ora^ 
Primus ego inpatriam mecum^ &€• 

After him moft of the Greek and Roman authors 
proceeded to the altar, and furrendered with great . 
modeily and humility the moft faulty .part of their 
works. One circumftance was obfervable, that the 
facrifice always increafed in prc^Kurtion as the author 
had ventured to deviate from a judicious imitation of 
Homer. The latter Roman authors, who feemed al* 
moft to have loft fight of him, made fo large offerings^ 
that fome of their works, which were before very volu* 
minous, ftinink into the compafs of a primer. 

It gave me the higheft fatisfadion to fee Philofophy 
thus cleared from erroneous principles, Hiftory purged 
of folfehood. Poetry of foftian, and nothing left in each 
but GeniuSi Senfci and Truth. 

I marked 
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I marked with particular attention the feveral offer* 
Ings of the mod eminent £ngli(h writers. Chaucer 
gave up his obfcenity, and then delivered his works to 
"^ ryden, to clear them from the rubbilh that incum- 
bered them. Dryden executed his taik with great 
a4drefs, ** and,'' as Addifon fays of Virgil in his Georgics, 
** toffed about his dung with an air of gracefulnefs :'' 
he not only repaired the injuries of time, but threw in 
a thou&nd new graces. He then advanced towards 
the altar himfelf, and delivered up a large packet^ 
which contained many plays, and fome poems. The 
packet had a label affixed to it, which bore this in« 
fcription, " To Poverty." 

Shakefpeare carried to the altar a long firing of puns, 
marked ** The Tafte of the Age,'* a finall parcel of 
bombaft, and a pretty large bundle of incorreftnefs. 
Not with (landing the ingenious air with which he 
made this offering, fome officiates at the altar accufed 
him of cpncealing certain pieces, and mentioned the 
London Prodigal, Sir Thomas Cromwell, The York* 
(hire Tragedy, &c. The poet replied, ** that as thofc 
** pieces were unworthy to be preferved, he (hould fee 
*i them confumed to a(hes with great pleafare : but 
** that he was wholly innocent of their original.'' 
The two chief pr lefts interpofed in this difpute, and 
difiniffed the poet with many compliments j Longinus 
obferving, that the pieces in queftion could not poffi- 
bly be his, for that the failings of Shakefpeare 
were like thofe.of Homer, '^ whofe genius, whenever it 
'V fubfided, might be compared to the ebbing of the 
*' ocean, which left a mark upon its fliores, to (hew to 
** what a height it was fometimes carried*" Ariftotlecon* 
curred in this opiaion, and added; ^' that although 

«« Shake 
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^< Sbakefpeare was quite ignorant of that etaft ecotio- 
** my of the ftagc, which is fo remarkable in the 
" Grtek writers, yet the mere, ftrengh of his genius 
^' had in many points carried him infinitely beyond 
" thcm.'^ 

Itfihon gave up a few errors in his Paradife Lod, 
and the facrifice was attended with great decency by 
Addifon. Otway and Rowe threw their comedies 
upon the altar, and Beaumont and Ilecher the two Isift 
adis of many of their pieces. They were followed by 
Tom Durfcy, Eiheregc, Wycherley, and feveral other 
Dramatic writers, who made fuch large contributioias, 
that they fet the altar in a blaze. 

Among thefe I was furprifed to fee an author with 
much politenefs in hb behaviour, and fpirit in his 
countenance, tottering under an unwieldly burden* 
As he approached, I difcovered him to be Sir John Van- 
burgh, and could not but fmile, when, on his committing 
his heavy load to the flames, it proved to be ** His ftiU 
•*in Architcaure." 

Pope advanced towards Addifon, a«d delivtred with 
great humility thofe lines written expre(sly againft 
him, fo remarkable for their excellence and their cruelty 
repeating this couplet : 

** CvLtik be the v«rfe, how well foe^er it flow« 
'* That tends to make one worthy mast thy fbe.^ 

The ingenious critic infilUfd on his taking then 
again : '*lbr/^ faid he, ^ my afflbciates at the altar, 
*^ particularly Horace, would never permit a line of lb 
^' excellent m fatiriil to be confumed. ^ Tbe many 
^ eompliments paid me in other parts of your works, 

5 <* amply 
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^ amply coimpenfate for tbis flight indignity.^ And 
*' be affured, tHat no little pique or mifunderftanding 
*' (hall ever make me a foe to genius.** Pope bowed 
in fome confuiipn,and promifed to fubftitute a fi^rtious 
name at lead, which was all that was left in his power. 
He then retired, after having made a facrifice of a 
Uttle packet of AntitheCes, and fome parts of his 
tranflation ef Homer. 

During the courfe of thefe -oblations, I was charmed 
with the candour, decency, and judgment, with which 
all the prfefts difckaiged their different fundions. They 
behaved with fuch dignity, that it reminded me x>f thofe 
ages, when the ofHces of king and pried centered in 
the fame peifon. Whenever any of the afUftants were 
at a lofs in any pa rticularcircum dances, they applied 
to Aridotle, who fettled the whole bufinefs in an in- 
ilant. . . 

But the reflexions which this pleafing fcene pro- 
duced, were foon interrupted by a tumultuous noife ^ 
at the gate of the temple ; when fuddenly a rude il- 
literate multitude rufhed in, led by Tindal, Morgiin, 
Chubb, and Bolingbroke. The chiefs, whofe coun- 
tenances wer& impreffed with rage which art could not 
conceal, forced their way to the altar, and amidd the 
joyful acclamations of their followers threw a large 
volume into the fire. But the triumph was fhort, and 
joy and acclamation gave way to filence and adonidi. 
ment ^ the volume lay unhurt in the midd of the 
fire, and, as the flames played innocently about it, 
I could difoover, written in letters of gold, the words, 
TKE BIBLE. At that indant my ears were ravifh- 
ed with the found of more than mortal mufic accom- 
panying a hymn fung by invifible beings, of which I 
well remember the following verfcs ; 

Vol. III. G *^ "t\«. 
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*^ Tkt words o£ the Lord are piure words : erea as 
" tlia filver^ wUch in the earth b tried^ and {airified 
^ feven times in the fire. 

*^ Mof to be defired are they than gold i yea, thatt 
^ much Bnt gold : fweeter aUb than honey, and the 
" hon^-coab«" 

The united melody of ioftruments and voices, wUch 
ibnned a concert fo exquifite, that, as MHton fiiys, 
^ it might create a fiml under the ribs of death/* 
threw me into fuch ecHafies, that I was awakened hj 
•their violence. 



&. 



I axQf Sir, 

Your humble fervanty 

CaiTO. 



^/ 



No. 
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Orio. 

Thus was the father pious to a crime* 

Addison. 



It is co&tendeS by thofe who vejed ChiiftiaBity, that 
if revelation had/ been ncceiffacj as a rule o( life to 
mankind, it would have beei^unrverlal : wbA ther are» 
upon this principle, compelliid to affirm thai only tOk 
be a rule of life which is univtrfaUy known. 

But no rule of Ufe is uaiverfally knoWQ, except the 
di6Utes of con&ienee* Wkh refpeft to particukur ac- 
tions, opinion detcrmtnes whether they are good or 
ni \ and confcience approves^or difapproves, ia confe* 
^ncnce of this determination^ whether it be in favour 
of truth or faliehood. Nor can the erxort of confoience 
he always imputed to a criminal n^gleft e£iiiq|airy | 
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thofe, by whom a fyftem of moral truths was difcover- 
ed through the gloom of paganifm, have been confider- 
ed as prodigies, and regarded by fucceOTive ages with 
adonilhment and admiration ; and that which immor- 
talifed one among many millions, can fcarce be thought 
podlble to all. Men do not ufually (hut their eyes 
again (I their immediate intereft, however they may be 
thought to wiak again (I their d-uty ^ and fo Itttk does 
either appear to be difcoverable by the light of nature, 
that where the Divine Prefcription has either been 
with-held or corrupted, fuperditioa has rendered piety 
cruel, and error has armed virtue againft herfelf j mi- 
fery has been cultivated by thofe who have not incur- 
red guilt 'y and though all men had been innocent,, 
they might dill have been wretched. 

In the reign of Yamodin the Magnificent, the king- 
dom of Golconda was depopulated by a peftilence $ 
and after every other attempt to propitiate the gods 
had failed, it was believed, according to the fuperfti- 
tion of the country, that they required the facrifice of 
a virgin of royal blood. 

It happened, that at this time there was no virgin 
of the royal blood, but Tamira, the daughter of Ya- 
modin, whom he had betrothed to one of the princes 
of his court, intending that he ihould fucceed to the 
throne ^ for Yamodin had no fon ^ and he was not 
willing that his empire (hould defcend to a woman. 

Yamodin confidered himfelf not lefs the father of 
his people, than of Tamira; and therefore, with what- 
ever reluctance, determined to redeem the life of the 
public, with that of the individual. He proftrated 
himfelf in the temjple, and invoked his principal idol 
9S Ak fountain of life : <* From thee, '^ faid he, '' I 

*^ havf 
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^ have derived my being ^ and the life which I have 
** propagated is thine : when I am about to reftore it, 
** let me remember with gratitude, that I poffcffed it 
" by thy bounty j and let thy mercy accept it as a 
** ranfom for my people. " 

Orders were given for the facrifice on the next day ; 
and Tamira was permitted to difpofe of the interval aS 
fhe pleafed. She received the intimation of her fa- 
ther's pleafure without much furprife 5 becaufe, as (he 
knew the cuftom of her country, (he fcarce hoped that 
the demand of her life would have been delayed fo 
long : fhe fortified herfelf againft the terrors of death, 
by anticipating the honours that would be paid to het 
memory^ and had juil triumphed over the defire of 
life, when, upon perceiving her lover enter the apart- 
ment, ihe lofl her fortitude in a moment, and burll in- 
to tears. 

When they were alone, after his eyes had, like 
hers, overflowed with filent forrow, he took her hand j 
and, with a look of inexpreflible anxiety and tender- 
nefs, told her, that one expedient was yet left, by 
which her life might be preferved j that he had bribed 
a pried to his intered, by whom the ceremonies of 
marriage might be immediately performed} that 611 
the morrow, as (he would be no longer a virgin, the 
propitiation of the gods could not be effeded by hir 
death > and that her father, though for political pur« 
pofes he might appear to be difpleafed> would yet fe- 
cretly rejoice at an event, which, without his concur- 
rence, had delivered him from the dreadful obligation 
df facrificing an only child, through whom he hoped 
to tranfmit dominion to his poilerity.: 

To this propofal Tamira, whofe attachment to life 

Q.3 . WM 
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vras BOW flrengthened by love, and ia inrhofe bofom 
the regret of precluded pleafure had fiiceeeded to th« 
hope of glory, at length confented ^ but (he confented 
nvith all the timiaity, reludance, and confufion, i^vhich' 
are produced by a confcioufnefs of guilt ^ and] the 
princ« himfelf introduced the maa who was to accom- 
pli(h the purpofe, both of his ambition and his loye^ 
with apparent tremor and heiitation. 

On the morrow, when the prieft ftood ready at tb<i 
altar to receive the vidim, and the king commanded 
his daughter to be brought forth, the prince produced 
her as his wife* Yamodin flood fome moments in fuf« 
peace ^ and then difmUnog the aficmbly, retired to hU 
palace. Aftes having remained about two liouts ia 
pd^irate, ks fent for $he prince* *' The gods, *^ (aid 
he,^ ^ though they continue the peftiknce, have yet 
** in mercy refcued my people from the oppreffion of g^ 
^* tyrant, who appears to confider the life «if .millionii 
'' as nothing^ in competition with the indulgence ot 
** his luft, his avarice^ or his ambitiDn.** Yamodia 
then commanded him to be put to death ^ ^ni the lieii* 
fence was executed the fame hour* 

« 

Tfunira now repented, in unutterable diQrots, of % 
crime, by which the pleafures, not only of poflcjffioa, 
but hope, were precluded : her attachment to la£D waa 
bcoken, by the very meaos which (he had taken to 
preferve it ^ and as an atonement for the forfGit of hci 
viM^mtjy ihe deterouned to fubmit to that law of mar% 
liage, from which, as a prlnceis only, ihe was axempt* 
cd, and to threw heiielf on the pile by which the bo* 
dy of her ikuflband waa to be coa&med. To this hec 
father confented. Their aihes weoe fcatte^ed to tho 
wiads^ andi thnr names we«e forbidden to be re- 
ted., 

If, 
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J^ by thefe events, it is evident, that Yamodiii^ 
diicerned nb law which would have j.ufttfied the pre^ 
fervation of his daughter,— and if it is abfiud to (up* 
pofis his integrity to be vtcieusy becaufe he had Ida- 
power and opportunity to obtain knowledge than Pla-r 
toy*-it will follow^ that, by whatever rule the obhH 
tion of human facrifice may be condemnedi the con^ 
dttft of. Yamodin,. which would have produced fuchr 
fiicrifiee, was morally right, and that of the prince, 
which prevented it, was morally wrong ^ that the eon* 
feat of Tamira to the marriage was viciouf , and that 
her fuicide was heroic virtue, though in her marriagtr*'' 
(hoe concurred with a general lavr of nature, and hyt 
her death oppofed it : for moral right and wrong apo 
terms that are wholly relative to the agent by whom 
the a&ion is performed, and not to the a&ion itfeilC 
confidered abftrB6bedly ^ for abftra^dly, it can be 
sight or wroi|g only in a natural fenfe. It appears^ 
therefore, that Revelation is neoeflfory to the eftabli(h{% 
mem even of natuznl religion ; and that it is more ra^ 
tional to fuppofe \l has been vomchTafed in part, 'thaa< 
not at all. > 

It may, perhaps., be alked, of whal ufe then is coif- 
fcience as a guide of life, fince in tbefe tnftanees it f^« 
pears not to coincide with the Divine Law, but to o^- 
pofe it ; to condemn that which is enjoined, and ap^ 
prove that which is forbidden. But to this queftioi^ 
the anfwer is eafy. 

The end which Confcience approves is always good> 

thoygh (he fometimes midakes the means. The end 

which Yamodin propofed, was deliverance from apef** 

tilence ^ but he did not, nor could know, that this 

end was ndt to be obtained by human £sicri6ce : and 

G 4 the 



152 TUX ADVENTURER. 'No. XCTk. 

the end whic& Confcience condemns, is always illj for 
the end propofed by the prince, was private' gain b^ 
public lofs. £7 Confcience, then, all men are reftrai'n* 
ed from intentional ill,' and dire^bed in their choice of 
the end, though not of the means : it infallibiy direfis- 
us to avoid guilt, but is not intended to fecure us from 
error : it is not, therefore, either ufelefs as a law to 
eurfelves, nor yet fufficient to regulate our condudt 
with refpe^ to others : it may fling with remorfe, biit 
it cannot cheer us with hope. It is by Revelation 
alone, that virtue and happine&^are conneAed : by^ 
Revelation, " we are led into all truth 5'* Confcience 
h dire6led to effe6V its purpofe, and Repentance is 
encouraged by the hope of pardon. If this fun is 
lifen upon our hemifphere, let us' not coniider it only 
as the objed of fpeculation and inquiry :. let us rejoice 
in its influence, and walk by its light) regarding, ra- 
ther with contempt than indignation, thofe who are 
only folicitous to difcover, why its radiance is not far- 
ther diffufed 'y and wilfully (hut their eyes againft it, 
becaufe they fee others Aumble, to whoilL it has been: 
denied. 

- It is not neceflary to ioquue, what would be deter- 
mined at the Great Tribunal, concerning a heathen, 
' who had ia every inflance obeyed the dilates of Con- 
icieiice, however erroneous j becaufe it will readily be 
granted, that no fuch moral perft£kion was ever found 
among men : but it is eafy to afcertain the fate of 
thofir, " who love darknefs rather than light, becaufe 
*' their deeds are evil j ** who violate the law that ha» 
been written upon the heart, and rejedl that whieh 
has been o£Fered them from above } who, though their 
fins are as fcarlet^ cavil at the terms on which they 

might 



^ght be white as fnow } and, though their iniquities 
Aave been multiplied without number, revile the hand 
that would blot them from the Regifter of Heaven. 



No. XCII. Saturday, September 22. 1753. 



Cum iaiu/is animum cenforis fumet boneftu 

Hojt. 

Bold be the critic, zealous to his trult^ 
Like the firm judge inexorably juft^ 

To the AOVENTURJER* 

SIR, • 

In the papers of criticifin which you have given tc»^ 
the public, I have remarked a fpirit of candor, and 
love of truth, equally remote from bigotry and cap- 
tioufnefs \ a juft diilribution of praife amongft the an* 
eients and the moderns \ a fbber deference to reputa* 
tion long edabliihed, without a blind adoration of an*^ 
Uquity \ and a willingnefa to favour later perform^ 
ances, without a light or puerile fondnels for novelty^ 
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f fbftlfy tberefore, Tennrre to lay befoit ynu fiid 
ATei^fltions as have rifen to m j mtnd: in tbc canMtr* 
ation cf ^^gilV PaAorally wkfcot t any inquiry boir 
far my fentiments deviate from eflabli(hed rules or 
common opinions. 

If we furvey the ten paftorals in a general view, it 
yfiiX be fouad^ that Virgil can derive from them very 
little claim to the praife of an inventor. To fearcb 
into the antiquity of this kind of poetry, is not my 
prefent parpofe : that it has long fubfifled in the tt^R, 
the Sacred Writings fufHciently inform ut^ and we 
may xonjef^tire, wtth great probability^ that it waa 
ibmetimes the devotion, and fometimes the entertain- 
ment, 'of the firft generations of mankinds Thedcritus 
united elegance with fimplicity^. and taught his (hep- 
herds to fing wixh fo much eafe and harmony, that his 
coupj^ymen, defpairing to excel, forbore to imitate 
kim : and the Greeks, however vain or ambitious, left 
him in quiet pofl^ffion c§ tke garkmda wkich- the 
Wood-Nymphs had! beHow^^ upoqr liim> 

Virgil, however, taking advantage of sinother lan- 
guage, ventured to copy or tp rival the Sicilian Bard* 
He has written with greater fpleudbr ^ didtion, and 
elevatiou of ientiment : but as the magnificence of hia 
^rfounaBces was more, the fimplieity waa lefs i and^ 
ferhapSy. wh«re Ite evce^ir ThteoritiM^ k« ibme^lmiei 
obtains his fuperiority by deviating hoxm th* paftoral 
chaf after, aftd fejshtming wliat lShvoevAm^n€J$tr 9.U 
tempted» 

Yet, though 1 w<nM wrUingly fay t9 'Ehaocrltut^ 
the hoaouc which b alway» doe t* au- engiaal' awthorf 
i am far from intending to depreciate Vii^il^ of 
whom Horace jn^y declares, di^ the ilaral Mi^c* 

have 



liirre sppro^kiUd !• him their ekganc^e ihd fwtetmfs; 
«0d who, as he copied Theocritus in hir defign^ liaes 
Teiemhkd him Iflbewiier in his fuccefs j for, if we ey^ 
cept Calphurnius, an obfcure amhor of the lower ages, 
I know not that a iin|;k paftoral was writteft after Hm^ 
by any poet, till the revival of literature. 

Bat though his general merit has beeii^niverfally 
acknowledg^ed, I am far from thinking all the prodtrc* 
tiont of his rural Thalia equally excellent. Theire is^ 
indeed, in all his paftoralir, a ^ain of veriificallofi^ 
which it is vam to feck in any other po^t^ bnt, if Wfe 
except the firft and' the tenth, titoy Cttvh. Hableji ekhiAr 
wholly dr in part, to* confiderable obJ€^6l!ion«.. 

The fccond, though we (hould fei^get the gi«at^ 
€harge againit it, whicK I am^ SFfraid can ae^lbfrcbe le^. 
fated, might, I think, have periihed, wit)h<Mif any d^ 
minudon of the praffe of its author; fcit I Know not 
that it contains one affe^ag fentim«fftt of pleafing d(S 
fcription, or one pafag^ thsit fttikelthtf ilftaglnsliofi;. 
or awakens the paffifS^tils.. 

The third contains a coRtefft^ between two fllepherd^y. 
ISegun with a ^uaarel, ^af whidx foMe j^arHcnlars might 
weil be fpared, cari'ied' oa with fitrfghtfrneftr antf ele^ 
gance, and terminated at laft in a reconciliation : but;. 
furely, wlkeidler tSw itf^eifttv^^wltb liVhieh they attacks 
each other- be tMM or falfe, tbejK 9^ too lAuch degradi- 
ed from' the digntcy. of paftolnl ianoasacci; and) ihffeir& 
of rejoicing that they artr bcdl^ vidbiinOi', i (Kould not: 
have grieved, oonld th^ ha¥e beenbotlt deft&atied. 

The Potm to PloUio iV; indeed, of-annlher kind: ft 
is fillbd wit^ imngeei at ottH (|)lend2d aild plea^ng^. 
and is elevated with grandeur of language, worthy of: 
tb«»^ firilof Roman poets : but I am not able ta*rcoon.> 
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cile myfelf to the difproportion. bet weea the perform- 
ance and the occafion that produced it : that the golden 
age (hould return, becaufe Pollio had a fon, appears fo 
wild a fidion, that I am ready to fufpe^b the poet of 
having written, for fome other purpofe, what he took 
this opportunity of producing to the public. 

The 'fifth contains a celebration of Daphnis, which 
has Hood to all fucceeding ages as the model of pas- 
toral elegies. To deny praife to a performance which 
fo many thoufands have laboured to imitate, would be 
to judge with too little deference for the opinion of 
mankind : yet whoever (hall read it with impartiality, 
will find,, that mod of the images are of the mytholo- 
gical kind, and, therefore, eafily invented j and that 
there are few fentiments of rational praife or natural 
lamentation. 

In the Silenus he again riies to the dignity of phi»- 
lofophic fentiments and heroic poetry^ The addrtfs to 
Varus is eminently beautiful : but fince the compli- 
ment paid to Gallu& fixes the tranfadlion to his o^n 
time, the fi6lion of Silenus feems injudicious $ nor has 
any fufficient reaibn yet beea found, to juflify his 
choice of thofe fables that make the fufajed of the 
fong. 

The feventh exhibits another conteft of the tuneful 
ihepherds : and, furely, it is not without fome reproach 
to his inventive power, that, of ten paftorals,^ Virgil has 
written two upon the fame plan. One of the (hep- 
herds now gains an acknowledged vidory, but without 
any apparent fuperiority j and the reader, when he fees 
the prize adjudged, is not able to difcover how it waa 
deferved. 

Of 
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Of the eighth palloral, fo little is properly the work 
of Virgil, that he has no claim to other pi^aife or blanke 
than that of a tranflator. 

Of the ninth, it is fcarce poflible to difcover the de« 
fign or tendency ^ it is faid, I know not upon what au- 
thority, to have been compofed from fragments of 
other poems ^ and except a few lines in which the an- 
ther touches upon his own misfortunes, there is nothing 
that feems appropriated to any time or place, or of which 
any other ufe can be difcovered than to fill up the 
poem. 

The fir ft and the tenth paflorals, whatever be deter- 
mined of the reft, are fofticient to place their author 
above the reach of rivalry. The complaint of Gallus 
difappointed in his love, is full of fuch fentiments as 
difappointed love naturally produces j his wifties are 
wild, his refentment is tender, and his purpofes are in- 
conftant. In the genuine language of defpair, he 
fooths himfelf a- while with the pity that ftiall be paid 
him after his death : 



•Tamen tantobitis^ Arcxdes^ inqutt^ 



Montibus bac vefiris : foii cantare periti 
Arcades. mibi turn quam moliuer ojfa quiefcant^ 
Veftra meos olim Ji fiflula dicat amores I 



-Yet, O Arcadian fwains. 



Ye beft artificers of fbothing ftraios \ 

Tune your loft reeds, and teach your rocks my 

woes, 
So ftiall my ftiade in fweeter reft repofe. 
O that your birth and buiinefs had been mine ; 
To feed the flock, and prune the fpreading vine ! 

Warton# 
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Difcotttentcd ^ith bis prefent cooditioii, and d^lir- 
Otts to be any thing but what fac is, be imiShts bumfelf 
one of the (hepherds. ^ He then csrt^hes the idea of ru^ 
ml tranqtriliity ; but loon difoovers how aiuch happier 
lie (liould be in thefe happy regibna, with Lycoris at 
bis iidc. 

Hie geK^ifontrs^ hk ffiollia prota^ Lycori: 
Hie nemiif / bie ipfo tttum et^/rnnBreravo, 
Nune infanvf amor duri me Martii in omm y 
Tela inter media^ atque adverfos detinet boftes. 
Tuproeui a patria {nee Jit mihi erederey lantum^ 
J§tpinafy ah dura^ nivesy iyjrigore Rifeni 
Mejine/o/a vides. Ah te nefrigorm ktdemt t 
jSi tibi ne teneras glaeietjeea af^a^nta^ I 

H^re cooling fountains itoll throi!^ fldw^ry mead^, ' 

Here woodf, Lyeoi^ts, lift then* Tcrdant beads y 

Here could I Wear my ^avelefs life away, 

And in thy arms infeniibly deca^« 

Infiead of that, me frantic love detains 

^Mid foes, and dreadfal' darts, add bloody plains y 

While you—arid catt itty (bultbc* tale believe,. 

Rir from your conmty, lonely wandering, leave 

Me^me yourlijvcr, barbaT^ns fugitive! 

Seek the rough Alps where fnows eternal fhine,. 

And joylefs borders of the frozen Rhine. 

Ah! may no cold e'er.bkUt my deareft maidv- 

Nbiir pointed ice thy tender feet bvade ! 

Wartok* 

He tien turns his t^ougtts on every fidfe, in queft 
•f fomething that may folace or amuTc him: he pro- 

p.ofes 
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poles happhvefs to Uifoi«lf) -^ril in ofle fceoe mdtfacn i«. 
another j and at lad finds that nothing will ^i«fy : 



Jam nequeHatmfdryades fmrfitfky nee eartmnM nffim 
Ipja fdacent : if^fo rurfum c^MedkeJykxF* 
Non ilium nofiripeffitntmutntrt hbores ; 
Nee Jt frigoribus mediis Hebrumque bibamus^ 
Seithomafque mve^ byefms fibeamus aqwfie i 
Ntejiy eum morient aha liber aret in ulmo^ 
JEthiopum verfemus ovesfuijidere^aneri^ 
Omnia mnck amor; et nos eedamus atnori. 

£at now again no more the woodland maidfty 
Nor padoral fongs delight-— Farewell, ye (hade9*-«i^ 
'No toiiyoif ours the cruel god can change, 
Tho^ loft in frozen defects w« fhea^ range ^ 
,,^ Tho' we (hould drink where chilling Hebrus flows^ 
Endure bleak winter^s i^ftiQ, and Thracian fhows ^ 
Or oa hot IiKfia's pUtHS our iotek ^ouM feed, 
Where the parohM elm ^teclifies hb fickening ^ad^ 
Beneath fierce gkiwin|^ €aiicer^i fief}^ heams. 
Far from cool breezes and re£re(hing Hreams* 
Love Qtver aft maintains reflftle^ ^viray, 
And let us lovers aH-con(].uering powei^ obej. 

But notwithfbn^ing the elcceitenfee of the tent^ paC. 
toral, 1 eannot forbear to give the prefibrence to the 
firft, which is cqpMj natural atid More dfverlified. 
The complaint of .the (liepher-d, who &w his old com- 
panion at eafe in the (hade, while himfelf was driving, 
I lais little Eock be ktmw not whither, is fuch as^ with 

VariatioAi 
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Jirariation of ctrcumftaoces, nufery always utters at the 
fight of profperity : 

Nos patriafines^ 6* dulcia linquimus arva ; 

Nos pMtriamfugimus : /», TityrCy ientut in umbra^ 

Formofam refonare doces Amaryllida Jyhas. 

We leave our country ^s bounds, our much lov*d 

plains ; 
We from our country fly, unhappy fvrains ! 
You, Tit*rus, in the groves at leifure laid, 
Teach Amaryllis^ name to every (hade. 

Wartow, 

His account of the difRculties of his journey, gives a 
very tender image of pallor al diftrefs : 



'En ipfecapeHus 



Frotenus dtger ago ; bnnc etiam vix^ Tuyre, duco : 
' Hie inter denfas corylos modo namque gemeiios^ 
Spem gregisy ah I Jilice in nuda connixa reliquit^ 

And lo ! fad part^ner of the general carcj 
Weary and faint I drive my goats afar ! 
While fcarcely this my leading hand fuflains, 
TirM with the way, and recent from her pains jj 
For 'mid yon tangled hazels as we pad. 
On the bare flints her haplefs twin fhe caft, 
The hopes and promife pf my ruinM fold! 

Wartow.. 

The dcfcription of Virgins happinefs in his littla 
farm, combines almojft all the images of rural pleafure ^ 

andt 
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and he, therefore that can read it with indifference, has 
no fenfe of pailoral poetry : 

Fortunate fenex, argo tua rura manebunt^ 

Et tibi magna fatis ; quatnvis lapis omnia nudus^ \ 

Limofoque palus obducat pafcua junQo, 

Non infueta gravis tentabunt pabulafxtar^ 

Nee mala vicini petforis contagia Icedent* 

Fortunate fenex^ his inter flumina nota^ 

Ft fontesfacros^frigus captabis opacum, 

Hinc tibiy qucefemper vicino ab limite fepes^ 

Hyblceis apibus Jlorem depaJlafaliBi^ 

Scepe levi fomnum fuadebit inirefyfurro* v 

Hinc altdjub rupe cartetfrondator ad auras ; 

Nee tamen interea raucce^ tua cura, palumbeSj \ 

Nee gemere aeria ceffabit turtur ab, ulmom 

Happy old man ! then flill thy farms reflor'd, 
' Enough for thee, (hall blefs thy frugal board. 
What tho* rough ilones the naked foil o^erfpreadi 
Or mar(hy bulrufh rear its watery head. 
No foreign food thy teeming evres (hall fear. 
No touch contagious fpread its inHuence here. 
Happy old man ! here *mid th' accuftomM ftreams 
And facred fprings, youUl ihun - the fcorching 

beams ; 
While from yon willow-fence thy pafture^s bound, 
The bees that fuck their flowery (lores around, 
Shall fweetly mingle, with the whifpering boughs, 
Their lulling murmurs, and invite repofe : 
While from (leep rocks the pruner^s fong is heard 5 
Nor the foft- cooing dove, thy favorite bird, 

Mean 
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ftniay 
Nor turtles txom tV aerial elm to *pluti» 

Wjmtoir 

It may be obrerved> that tbefe two poonu were pro- 
duced by events that really ha|^ned^ andsiayi there- 
fore, be of uTe to proves that we can always fiid siore 
than we can imagbe, and that the moft artful fidioa 
muil give way to truth. 
T. 

I am, SIR 

V Your homhk (errant^ 

Duitui» 



Nt* 
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Irrhat, mulceijaljis tefroribus mplet , 

Ut Magus ) ^ modo me Tbebir^ modofonit Athenis^ 

Hoiu 

I 

'Tis he who gives my bread a thoufand pains, 
Can make me feel each paffion that he feigns \ 
Enrage, compofe, with more than magic art.j 
With pity, and with terror tear my heart \ 
And fnatcb me, o*er the earth, or thro^ the air^ 
To Thebes, to Athens, when he will and where. 

PoPS« 

VY fUTERs of a mixed charafler, that abound in tranCi 
cendent beauties and in grois imperfections, axe the 
mod proper and mod pregnant fubjeds for criticiiku 
The regularity and correCinefs of a Virgil or Horace^ 
aimed confine their commentators to perpetual pane- 
gyric, and afford them few opportunities of diverfify* 
ing their remarks by the detection of Utent blemi(hef« 
For this reafon, I am inclined to think, that ^ few ob* 
fervations on the writings of Shakcfpaare, will not be 

deemed 
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deemed ufelefs or unentertainingy becaufe he exhibit? 
more numerous examples of excellencies and fault s,. 
of every kind, than are, perhaps, to be difcovered in 
anj other author. I (hall, therefore, from time to time^ 
examine his merit as a poet, without blind admiration, 
or wanton invedive. 

As Shakefpeare is fometimes blameable for the con- 
du6l of his fables, which have no unity : and fome- 
times for his didlion, which is obfcure and turgid > (b 
his charaderiftical excellencies may pofiibly be reduced 
to thefe three general heads : *^ his lively creative ima- 
'' gination ; his drokes o£ nature and paflion ^ and his 
*' prefervation of the coniiflency of his charafters." 
Thefe excellencies, particularly the laift, are of fo much 
importance in the drama, that they amply compenfate 
for his tranfgredions againft the rules of Time and 
Place, which being of a more mechanical nature, are 
often flridly obferved by a genius of the lowed order } 
but to portray chara6lers naturally, and to prefer ve 
them uniformly, requires fuch an intimate knowledge 
of the heart of man, and is fo rare a portion of felici« 
ty, as to have been enjoyed, perhaps, oftly by two writ* 
ers Homer and Shakefpeare. 

Of all the plays ef Shakefpeare, the Tempefl is the 
mod ilriking inftance of his creative power. He has there 
given the reins to his boundlefs imagination, and has 
carried the romantic, the wonderful, and the wild, 
to the mod pleaiing extravagance. The fcene is a 
defolate ifland ^ and the characters the mod new and fin- 
gular that can well be conceived : a prince who prac- 
tifes magic, an attendant fpirit, a monder the fon of a 
witch, and a young lady who had been brought to this 

folitude 
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folitude in her infancy, and had never beheld a man ex* 
cept her father* 

As I have affirmed that Shakefpeare^s chief excel* 
lence is the coniifiency of his charaders, I will exe,m« 
plify the truth of this remark, by. pointing out fome 
mafter-ftrokes of this nature in the drama before us. 

The poet artfully acquaints us that Profpero is a ma* 
gician, by the very firit words^ which his daughter Mi« 
jranda fpeaks to him : 

» 

If by your art, my deareft father, you have 

Put the wild waters in this roar, allay them : 

^hich intimate that the temped defcribed in the pre- 
ceding fcene, was the tSe&. of Profpero's power. The 
manner in which he was driven from his dukedom of 
Milan, and landed afterwards on this folitary ifland, 
accompanied only by his daughter, is immediately in« 
troduced in a ihort and natural narration. 

The officers of his attendant Spirit, Ariel, are enu- 
merated with amazing wildnefs of fancy, and yet with 
£qual propriety : his employment is faid to be, 

To tread the ooze 
Of the fait deep : 

To run upon the iharp wind of the north ^ 
To do— buQnefs in the veins o* tV earth, 
\Vhcn it is bak'd with froft j 

to dive into the £re > to ride 
On the curl'd clouds. 

. In defcribing the place in which he has concealed the 
2^e^olitan (hip, Ariel escprefles the fecrecf of its iitua- 

t 
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tion by the fUlowitig circtmiftaiicey wUch ftnfiilly 
glaaccs at another of his fervices } 

■ ■ ■ In the deep nook, wher« once 
Thoo calPft me up at midnighty to fetch deW 
From the ftill-vezt Bermudas. 

Andy heing^ one of thofe ehres or fpirits, 1«hofe pat 
'* time is to make midnight^'muihrooms, and who te« 
** joice to liften to the iblemn curfew 4^* bj whofc 
affiftance Profjperohas bedimm*d the fan «t noon-tide. 

And Hwixt the green fea and the azur*d vault. 
Set roaring war 5 

has a fet of ideas and imitges peculiar to hrs ftation and 
office ; a beauty of the fame kind with that which is fii 
jaftly admired in the Adam of MiHoh, wfaoie manner^ 
and fentiments are all Fxradifaical. How delightfully 
and how fuitably to his charafter, are the habitations 
and pafHmes of this inviiible being pointed out in the 
following exqui^e fbng ! 

Where the bee fuck's, tliere fuck I : 

In a cowflip^s bell I lie^ 

There I couch when owls do cry. , 

On the bat^s back I do fly, 
' After fun fet merrily. 
Merrily, merrily fhalll Etre now. 
Under the blofibm that hangs onthe bough. 

Mr. Pope, whofe imagination has been thought by 
fbme the haft of hw eatceHencies, has, sioubtlefs, cdn* 

ceived 
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ceWed and carried on the machinerj in his ** Rap» of 
** the Lock/' with raft exuberance^ of fancy. The 
images, cuftoms, and employments of his Sylphsi are 
extL&\f adapted to their natures, are peculiar and ap- 
propriated, are all, if I may be allowed the expreffion, 
Sylphi(h. The enumeration of the puniihments. they 
were to undergo, if they negleded their charge, would, 
on aecount of its poetry and propriet/, and efpecially - 
the mixture of oblique fatire, be fuperior to any cir- 
cumftances in Shakefpeare's Ariel, if we could fuppofe 
P^e to have been uhacquainted with the Tempeft, 
fvhen he wrote this part of his accompliihed poem. 

■ Sh^ did confine thee 
Into a cloven pine ; within which rift 
ImprifonM, thou didft painfully remain 
A dozen years : within which fpace (he dyM, 
And left thee there } where thou didll vent %hy 

groans, 
As fad' as mill-wheels firike. 

If thou more murmur'ft, I will rend aa oak, 
And peg thee in his knotty entrails, 'till 
Thou'ft howlM away twelve winters. 

For this, be fure, to>night thou fhalt have cramps^ 
Side-(!itches that fiiall pea thy breath up : urchina 
Shall, for that vail of night that they may work. 
All exercife on thee > thou (halt be pinch'd 
As thick a« honey-combsi each pinch more flingw 

ing 
Than bees that made ^em. 
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If thou negled^il or doll unwillingly 
What I command, IHl rack thee with old cramps ^ 
Fill all thy bones with aches : make thee roar, 
That beafts (hall tremble at thy din. 

Shakespbauu 

Whatever fpirit, carelefs of his cliarge, 
Forfakes his pod or leaves the fair at large, 
Shall feel (harp vengeance ibon overtake his fins^ 
Be ftoppM in vials, or transfixed with pins ^ 
Or plttngM in lakes of bitter wafhes lie, 
Or wedgM; whole ages in a bodkin^s eye : 
Gums and pomatums ihall his flight reftrain, 
While clogM he beats his iilken wings in vain ^ 
Or allum dyptics with contra£ling powV, 
Shrink his thin eflence like a (hrivellM flowV : 
Or as Ixion fix^d, the wretch (hall feel 
The giddy motion of the whirling wheel ; 
In fumes of burning chocolate (hall glow, 
A nd tremble at the fea that froths below ! 

Popi. 

The method which is taken to induce Ferdinand to 
believe that his father was drowned in the late tem- 
peft, is exceedingly folemn and ftriking. He is fitting 
upon a folitary rock, and weeping over againfl the place 
where he imagined his father was wrecked, when he 
fuddenly hears with aflonifhment, aerial mufic creep by 
him upon the waters, and the Spirit gives him the fol- 
lowing information, in words not proper for any but t 
Spirit to utter : 

F4UI 
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Full fathom five thy father lies : 

Of his bones ar^ coral made : 
Thofe are pearls that were his eyes £ 

Nothing of him that doth fade, 
But doth fuffet a fea-change, 
Into fomethinrg rich and Arange. 

And then follows a mod lively eircut0flante } > 

Sea nymphs hourly ring his knell • 

Hark. ! now I hear them— ^Ding-df»ng>bell ! 

TIhs h ib ttuly poetical, than oae can fcarce forbear 
exclaiming with Ferdinand, 

There is no mortal bufinefs, nor no found 
That the earth owns !— *■ 

The happy verfatility of Shakefpeare^t genkii, enaUeB 
him to excel in lyric a« well as in dramatic pq^fy* 

But the poet riles dill higher in hit fnaniijgment' of 
this charadet ^f Artelv by making a moral ufe of it, 
that is, I thinks incomparable, and the g^reateft ,efibrt 
of his art. Ariel informs Profpero> that be has fulfil- 
led his orders, ^nd puniflied his brother ^nd companlpns - 
fo feverely, that if he himfelf was now to behind their * 
fufferings, he would greatly compafiHonate them.* 'Vm 
which Profpero anfwer», 

— Doft thou think fo, Spirit ? 
Ariel, Mine would, Sir, were I humam 
Profpero. And mine (hall. 

Vob. III. H Sk 
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Ht then takes occafioo, witk wooderfiil dexterity and 
httmanityi to draw aa argument from the incorporallty 
of Ariel, for the juftice and aeceffity of pity and for- 
givene/s ; 

Haft thou, which art but air, a touch, a feeling 
Of their afflidions ^ and (hall not myfelf, 
One of their kind, that reli(h all at fliai^ly, 
PaflionM ai they, be kindlier movM than thou art ? 

The poet is a more powerful magiciifn than his .own 
Profpero : we are tranfported into fairy land ^ we are 
tvrapt in a delicious dream, from which it is mifery to 
be difturbed y all around is enchantment J 



-The ifle is full of noifes, 



Sounds, and fweet airs, that give delight and hurt 

not. 
Sometiflses a dumfiind twanging inftruments 
Will hum about mine ears, and fometitnes voices ^ 
That, if I then had wakM after long fleep. 
Will make me deep again : and then in dreaming, 
The clouds, methought, would open and ihew rickei 
Ready to drop upon me :>-^vf hen I wakM, 
I cryM to dream again ! ^ 



Kb. 
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Monftro quodipfe tibipoffts dare. Jbv» 

——What I (hew, 

Thyfelf ma/ frcel/ on thyCelf beftow. 



To the Adv£ntur£ii» 



SIR, 



You have fomewhat difcouraged the hope of idlenels, 
by fhetving, that wl^oever compares the munber of 
thofe who have pofieiTed fortuitous advantages, and of 
thofe who have been difappomted in their expe£tations> 
will have little reafon to regifler himfelf in the lucky 
-catalogue* 

But as we have feen thoufands fubTcribe to a raffle^ 
of which one only could obtain the prize 5 fo idlenefs 
will fttU prefume to hope, if the advantages, however 
improbable, are admitted to lie within the bounds of 
poflibility. Iiet the drone, therefore, be told, that if 

Ha ' by 
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by the error of ^ortuncf he obtains the (lores of the bee, 
he cannot enjoy the felicity ; that the honey which is 
not gathered by induftry, will be eaten without relifh, 
if it is nor wafted in riot ^ and that all who become 
poffeffed of the immediate objedl of their hope, without 
any elForts of their own, will be difappointed of en- 
joyment. 

No Kfe can be happy, but that which i$ fpent $ft the 
profecution of fome purpofe to which our powers are 
equal, and which we, therefore, profecute with fuccefs: 
for this reafon, it is abfurd to dread bufinefs, upon pre- 
tence that it will leave few intervals to pleafure. Bufinefs 
is thaC by which induflry puriiies its pttrpo(e, and the 
purpofe of induflry is feldmn difappointed : he who en- 
deavours to arrive at a certain point, wliich he perceives 
hi mfelf perpetually to approach, enjoys all the hapi^inefs 
which nature has allotted to thofe hours, that are notlpent 
in the immediate gratification of appetites by which out 
' own wants are indicated, or of affe^ions by which we 
are prompted to fupply the wants of others. The end pro- 
pofed by the bufy, is various as their temper, conClitu- 
lion, habits and circumftances : but in the labour it- 
felf is the enjoyment, whether it be purfued to fupply^ 
the dcceffaricS or the convfcniencies of life, whether to 
cultivate a farm ordecotate a palace^ for when the pa- 
lace is decorrated, and the barn filled, the pleafure is at 
an end, till the obje6l of defire is ag^in placed at a di- 
ll ance, and our powers are again employed to obtain 
it with appjjrent fuccefs. Nor is the value of life lefs, 
tiian if our enjoyment did hot thus confift in anticipa<^ 
lion : for by anticipation, the pleafure which would o- 
therwife be contra£led whhin an hout, is diffufed 
through a week j and if the dread which exaggerates 

failure 
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future evil is confcffcd to be an increafe of tolfciy, the 
bope which magnifies future good cannot be denied.to 
be an accefllon of happineG. 

The mod numerous clafs of thofe who prefume to 
hope for miraculous advantages, is that of gameflers. 
But by gameders I do not mean the gentlemen who 
llake an edate, againft the cunning of thofe who have 
Done 'y for I leave the cure of lunatics to the profefTora 
of phyfic : I mean the diflblute and indigent, who in 
the common- plirafe put themfelves in fortune^s way, 
and expe£i from her bounty that which they eagerly 
defire, and yet believe to be too dearly purchaied by diU<< 
gence and induftry ; tradefinen who -negleQ their buIi-> 
ncbf to fquander in fafhionable follies more than it 
can produce ', and fwaggei ers, who rank themfelves 
with gentletneoy merely becaufe they have no bufine& 
to purfue. 

. The gameder of this clais will appear to be e<|iiallj 
wretched, whether his hope be fulfilled or difappoint* 
ed y the object of it depends upon a contingency, over 
which he has no influence } he purfues no purpofe with 
gradual and perceptible fuccefs, and,- therefore, cannot 
enjoy the pleafure which arifes from: the anticipation 
of its accompliihment J his mind is perpetually on thtf 
rack } he is anxious in proportion to the eagernefs of 
his defire, and his inability to tSeR it } to the pangs 
of fufpence, fucceed thofe of difappointment ; and a mo« 
mentary gain only embitters the lofs that follows. Such 
is the life of him, who fliuns bufinefii bccaufe he would 
(ecurc leifure for enjoyment ; except it happens, againft 
the oddsof a million to one, that a'run of fuccefs puts him 
into the pofleflion of a fmn fuiicient to fubfid him in 
idienefs the reminder of his life: and in this cafe;^ 
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the i^lendTs which made him wretched while he waited 
for the bounty of fortune, will neceflarily keep him. 
wretched after it is beflowed ; he wiU find, that, hi 
the gratification of his appetites, he eaa fill but a fmall 
portijoa of hin time^ and that thefe ai>petites themfelves 
are weakened by every attesipt to increafe the enjoy- 
ment which they were intended to fupply ^ he will, 
therefore, either dose away life in a kind of liftkfs 
iodolettce, which he defpairs to exalt into felicity, ot 
he will Hnagine that the good he want» is to be ob- 
taiped by an iocreafie of his wealth, by a larger hoefc, a 
more ipkQ<{i^eqiiipage» ^^^^ more numerous Kdnuc 
If with this notibfi be has again recovrfe to tlie altaa 
of foi:tiine> he will eidver be undeceived by a new (t^ 
ties of fttccefs, or he will be reduced to his original in^ 
digence by the lofi of Uiat which he knew not how to 
enjoy : if this happens, of which there h tl^ higheft 
degree o£ probability, he will inflantly bocome moro 
wretched in proportion as he was rich y though, wliilo 
he was rich, he was not more happy in proportion as 
ke had been poor* Whatever ia won, is veduced by 
f aperiment to its intrinfic value ^ whatever is ioft, ia 
heightened by imagination to more. Wealth is no 
^KMier dlffipated^ than its inanity is forgotten, and it ia 
tegretted as the means of happioe& which it was not 
found to afford. The gamefter, therefore, of whatevet 
ckfs, pHys againft manifed odd^ ; fioce that which ho 
wins he difcovers to be brajTs, and that which he lofes 
he values as gold. And it (hould aiib be remarked^ 
that in this eilimatc of his life, I have not fuppofed, him 
to lok a finglc ftake which he had not firA won.. 

But though gaming in general is wiicly prohibited 
hjr the Icf iilu«ire, as pcodu^ive not only of private 

but 
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but of public evil } yet there is one (pecies to wMch 
all are (bmetimes iovited» which eqaallj encourages 
the hope of idleaefs, and relaxes the vigour of induf<« 

try. , . 

Ned Froth) who had been feveral years butler ia s 
family of diftin£tion, having faved about four kui^rfcd 
pounds, took a little houfe in the fuburbs, and laid ii|> 
a flock of liquors for which he paid ready money, and 
which wete, therefore, the beft of the kind* Ned per* 
ceired his trade increafe 5 he purfiied it with firelh ala^ 
crity, he exulted in his fuccef;, and the joy of his 
heart fparkled in his countenance 1 but it happened that 
Ned, in the midft of his happinefs and profperity, was< 
prevailed upon to buy a lottety ticket* The moment 
bis hope was fixed upon an dbycGt which induflry coul4 
•ot obtain, he determined to be induflrious no longer i 
to draw drink for a dirty and boiilerottt rabble, was i| 
ilavery to which he now fubmitted with reludancc^ / 
and he longed for the moment in which he fhould bf^ 
firee : iuflead Qf telling his ilory and cracking his jek^ 
for the , entertainment of his cuftomersy ht received 
them whir rndifference, wfis obfe^ved to be filent aod 
fttllen, and amufed himfelf by going three or fouc 
times a day to fearch the regifler of fortune for the fuc«r 
cefs of his ticket. 

In this difpofition Ned was fitting one morning it^ 
the corner of a bench by his fire-fide^ wi^olly abftraded 
in the con;;emplation of his future fortune v indulginf^ 
this moment the hope of & meie poffibility^ 411^ thft 
next {hoddertng with the dread of lofing the felicitjF 
which his fancy had combined with the po^effioa of 
ten thoufand pounds. A man well drefled entered 

H4 ' hafiily 
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haflily, and inquired for him of his guefts, who many 
times called him aloud by his name, and curd hhn for 
dcafncfs and Hupidity, before Ned darted up aa. from 
a dream, and aikedwith a fretful impatience what they 
wanted. An affcd^cd confidence of being well receiv- 
ed, and an air of forced jocul<arity in the ftranger, 
gave Ned fome offence; but the next moment, he* 
cat^hed him in his arms rn a tranQ>ort of joy, upon re* 
cciying his congratulation as proprietor o£ ^e fortu- 
nate ticket, which had that mosning beea drawn a 
prize of the fird clafs. 

It was not, however, long before Ned difcovered 
that ten thoufand pounds did not bring the felicity 
which he expe£ied ; a difcovery which generally pro-^ 
duces the diflipation of fudden afRuence by prodigali^ 
ty. Ned drank, and whored, and hired fiddlers, and 
boughtfineclotlies; he bred dots at Vauxhall, treat- 
ed flatterer's, and damned plays. But fbmething waa 
Hill wanting ; and he refblved to drike a bold droke,, 
and attempt to double the jremaindes of his prize at 
play, that he might live iti a palace and keep an equi-. 
I^age : but in the execution of this proje.^, he lod the^ 
whole produce of his lottery ticket, except 6vc hun^ 
dred pounds kk Bank notes^ which when he would have 
ilaked he could not find. This fum was more thaa 
that whi^h had edabliOied hiin in the trade he had heft y 
tnd yet, with the power of returning to a dation that 
1rasi>Bce-the utmod of his ambition, and of renewing that 
purfuit which alone had made him happy, fuch was the 
pungency of his rcgr-et, that in the defpair of recover* 
a^ the oaone| wb.iQb he knew bad produced nothing 

biH> 
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but riot, difcafc, and vexation, he threw himfclf fcom 
the Bridge into the Thames. 

I am> Sir, 

Your humbly fervant, 

CAOTUSr 



■- ■ ■ - Ml . ^ 
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'Dulcique animos novitate teneboi Ovtl>i ■ 

And with fwcet novelty your foul detain; 

Iris often charged* upon writers, that with >iTl their 
preteniions to genius and difcoveries, tbey do litthr 
ntore than copy one another \ and that compofitiong 
obtruded upon the world with- tl]€ pomp of novelty,, 
contain only tedious repetitions of common fentiments*, 
or at beft exhibit a tranfpofition of known images, and 
give a new appearance to truthonly by foiQe flight diffe- 
rence of drefs and decoration. 
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Tke ftUegatioa o£ xefembhuice between authcffs, i» 
indifputably true y but the chasge of plagiariTiiiy which 
is ratfed upon it, is not to be allowed with equal rea- 
duiefs, A coincidence of fentiment maf eafily happen* 
without any communication, fince there are many oc^ 
cafions in which aU reafooable atien will nearly think. 
a]9Le.' Writers of all ages have had the fame fenti* 
mealSy becaufe they have in all ages had the fame ob-^ 
y€ts of ipecttlatibn ^ the intereds and paffions, the vir>» 
tnes and vices of mankind, have been> direrfified io^ 
difl^rent thnes, only by unefiential and cafual varie- 
ties 'j and we muft^ therefore, eiipe£^ in the works of 
all thofe who attempt to defcribe them« fuch a likencfs. 
aa we find in the ptAures of the fame perfbn dl*ewn iit 
different periods^of his ISfe. 

It h neceflary, therefore, that before an autho^ be- 
charged wkh plagiarifin, one of the moft reproachful; 
^ough,. perhaps, not the mod attrocious- of literary^ 
crimes, the fvbj^6l on which he treats (hould be care- 
fully confidered. We do not wonder, that hiftdriansi * 
-relating the fame fads, agree in their narration ^. or 
•that authors, deliveriog the elements of fcience, ad- 
vance the fame theorems, and ky. down the fame de- 
£niti6ns : yet it is not wholly without ufe to mankind^ 
tha^ books are multiplied, and that* different, authora 
lay put ^eir labours on the fame fubjift ^ for there 
will always be fome reafon.why one (hould^on partiiqu* 
lar occa6on«^ or t« particular perfons, be preferable to 
another^ fome will be> clear where others are obfcure y 
fome will pl^afe by their i^yle and others- by their me- 
tbod> fome by their embelli(hi:Knts and others by their 
ftn^plicity^ fome by clofenefs. and Oihers by difibfion. 

The 



The fame indiilgettee is to be (hewn to the writers 
of morality : right tiled Wrong are immutaUe j and 
thofe, therefore, who teach us to diillnguifii them, if 
they all ttoch tts right, muft agree with one another. 
The relartions of feeial life, aiid the duties refolting 
from them, mnft be the fame at all times and in all na* 
tions : fome petty differences may be, indeed, produ^- 
eed, by forma of government or arbitrary cuftottis ;> 
but the general do£irine can receive no alteration. 

Yet it is not to be d^iired, that mondity fiionld* be 
confidered ar interdided to all future writers : men 
will always be tempted to deytate from their duty, and' 
will, therefore, always ¥rant a monitor to recall them ^ 
and a new book often feices- the attention of ^the p^lio 
without any other claim than that it is new. TSere 
is like wife in conapofition, as in other things, a per« 
petual viciffitude of fafhion'^ and truth is recommend- 
ed at one time to regard, by appearances which at a« 
nother would es^pofe it to negle6l; the author, therefore^ 
who has judgment to difcem the tafte of his conteiA* 
|H9raries, and fkill t)a gratify it, will have always an 
opportunity to defiure well of mankind, by conveying 
kiftrudion to them in agrateful vehicle; - 

There are likewife many- modes of ' oompofition, by 
which a moraliil may deferve the name of an original- 
writer: he may famiUarife his fyflem by dialogues af-- 
ter the manner of the ancients^ or fubtilize it into w 
ieriea of fyllogtftic arguments ) he may enforce his 
do£brine by ferioufnefs andfolemoity, or eoliveti it by 
^irtghtHneft and gaiety; he may deliver hss fentiment[|i 
in naked precepts, or illaftrate them by hiflorical exam^ 
pies ) be may detain the ftudioui by the artful conca- 

H6 tcnatsoft- 
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leoation of a coatiaued difcourfe^ or relieve the bufy by 
QkOTt flri^ures, and unconne6led e&ys. 

To^excel in any of thefe forms of writing, will re« 
quire a particular cultivation of the genius ^ whoever 
can attain, to excellence, will be certain to engage a 
fet of readers, whom no other method would have e«> . 
qually allured ^ and he that communicates truth with 
fuccefs, muil be numbered among the firH benefa^rsi 
to maakind. 

The fame obfesvation may be extended likewife to 
the paf&ons : thfir influence is uniform, and, their ef-^ 
fe&s nearly the fame in every human bread :. a mau 
loves and hates,^ deHres and avoids^ exa^ly like his 
oeighbDur ^ refentmrnt and ambitioa, avarice and indo* 
lejice, difcover. thc^infelves by the fame fymptoms, in- 
minds diAant a thoufand years fronvone ariothec 

Nothing, there£bi«, can be mere unjufi, than tOr 
charge an author with plagiarifm^ merely becaufe he: 
afligns to every caufe Its natural effed. ; and makes bis 
perfonages z&^ as>othfrs in like, circumftaaces have al*. 
ways done. Th^e are conceptions, io. which all men- 
will agrees though each derives them, from his owi^ob-. 
fervation : whoever has been ia love,, will reprefent a* 
lovep impatient, of every idea that interrupts his medi- 
tations, on his miArefs, retiring ta (hades and folitude; 
that4ie may amufe without difturbance oo.hi&approach*' 
ing happine^, or aiTociating himfelf with fome friends 
that ^atterjs h\», paflion, and talking away the hours of 
abfeQC£ upon his. darling fubjedt. Whoever- has beeni 
{q unhappy as tp have felt, the miferies of long conttdu-*. 
ed hatred, will, without any aOinance from ancient 
Yolumes; be: able to relate -how the paflions are kept iiu 
fe.q^etual agitation^ by tho i^colkdlion of injury and 

meditatioasi 
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xneditatioos x>( revenge ^ faow the blood boiU at the ^ 
name o£ the enemy, and life is worn awa-^r in- contrii- 
rances of mifchief. 

Every other paflion is alike fimple and limited, if it 
be eoniidered only with eegard to the bread which it 
inhabits ^ the anatomy of the mind, as that of the body-^- 
muft perpetually exhibit the fame appearances-^ and 
thougb by the continued, induftry of fucceflive inquire 
ers, new movements^ will be from time to* time difcoV:^ 
ered, they caa affe6l only the- minuter parts> and are 
commonly of more curioiity than in^portance. 

It will now be natural to inquire, by what arts are the 
writecs of the prefent and future age» to attra^the no* 
tice and favour of mankind. They are toobferve the al- 
terations which> time is^always making in the modes of 
life, that they may. gratify every generation with » 
pi£ture of themfelv«s>. Thus love is uniform, butcourt^ 
ihip is perpetually varying : the- different art^ of gaU' 
lantry, which beauty has infpired, would of themfelves^ 
be futlicientto fill a volume^ fometimes balls and fe-; 
cenades, fometimes tournaments and adventures have* 
been employed, to melt the hearts of ladies^ who in an«' 
other century have been.-feniible of fcarce any othei:^ 
merit than that of 'riohes^ and liAened only to jointures* 
and pin-money* Thus the ambitious ' maof bars at alF 
times been eager of wealth and power ^ but theft hopes^ 
have been gratified in ibme countries by fappli^tilting* 
the people, and: in others by flattering the prince r 
honour infome ftates has been only the reward of mili.^' 
tary atchievements, in others it haS'been gained by noi^' 
fy turbulence and popular clamours. Avai^oe has^ woYn' 
a different form, as (he adtuated the ufurer of Rome„ 
and the ftock- jobber of j&ngland ^. and idletiefs itfel^'* 

bs£^ 
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bow Uttl^ tovrtr tncUned to the tiooble of invcataon^ 
kas been forced from time to tiiae to change iti amufe-* 
ments, and contrive di£Perent methods of wearing out 
ibe daj*. 

Here then is^the fund; from which tbofe who Rndf 
mankind may fill their comfK>fitionf with an inexhanfti- 
Ue variety of imager and allufion« : and he muft be 
Gonfeffed to look with little attention uf>oo fcenot thu» 
perpetually changing, who cannot catch feme of the 
figures before they are made Tulgar by reitefated^^def* 
criptionSi 

It has been difcovered by Sir Ifaac Newton, that 
the diftin^' and primogcnial colours are ooly>feveii^5 
bnt every eye can witnefi^ that from various^ mixtures, 
HI various proportions, infinite diverfifioationB oftintr 
may be produced* lis like manner, the paffioms of the 
mind, which put the world in motion, and produce all 
the buille and eagernefs'of the bnfy crowds that fwarm" 
upon the earth y the paffions, from whence ari^B all the^ 
pleafures and pains that we fee and hear of, if we ana* 
lyfe the mind of man, are very few y but thofe few ug^^i. 
tated and combined, as eaternal caofes (hall ki^ipen ta*^ 
operate, and modified by prevailing opinions and- acoi» 
^ntal caprices,. make fiieh frequenr alterations on. tho- 
ftirfiiee of Ufe, that the (hew, while we are bafied is - 
delineating it, vaniiherfrom the view, and a new feto^ 
o^eds- fucceed, doomed to the fame ihortnefS'of'dtttaA 
tioB with the former ^ thus cnnofity Mty always find^ 
employment, andtho bufy part of maakind will Aimiibv 
the contemplative with the nuKteriala- of fpuBcuUitioA to^ 
the end of time. 

The complaint, tfaereferr, that all the topic* aMpre^ 

upaedi is nothing more tbsni die omnmir el ig. 

noranec 
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norance or idlenefsy by inhich fome difcotirag^ others 
and fome therafdves : tke mutability of mankind will 
atways furnilh writers with new images, and the hixa^ 
fiance of fancy may always embelLUh them with aew^ 
decoratbos. 



No. XCVI. Saturday, Oabbcr 6, 1753. 



'Fortunaios mmiwm^jrtaji b^na nortttt* 



O happy, if y« koew your haf^y ftate !' 

I>lLTl>Elf« 

hn proportion as the. enjoyment and infelicity of life 
depend upon imagination, it isof importance that thir 
power of the mind (hould be dire&ed in its operations 
by reafon \ and^^^perhaps, imagination is more freqpcnt* 
ly bufy when it can only imbitter di&ppointment and 
heighten calamity^ dnd more frequently flumbers when 
it might increafe the triumph of fuccefs, or animate 
infeofibility to happinefs^ than is generally perceived. 

An 
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An ecclefiaAical livin^jr of confiderable value became 
iracaiit, and Evander obtained a recommendation to the 
patron. His friend had too much modefty to' fpeak 
with confidence of the rttccer» of an application 'fupport- 
ed chiefly by his interefl, and Evander knew that 
others had foltcited before him ; as he was not, there- 
fore, much elevated by hope, he believed he (hould not 
be gpreatly dcprefied by a difappointment. The gen- 
tleman to whom he was recommended, received him 
with great coui tcfy j but upon reading the letter, he 
d^raniged countenance, and difcovered indubitable^ 
tokens of vexation and regret ; then taking Evander 
by the haiid, " Sir,'' faid he,. '* I think it fcarce lefs 
" misfortunate to myfelfthan you, that you was not 
" Bve minutes fooncr in your application. The gen-~ 
** man whofe recommendation you bring, I wiQi more 
** than any other to oblige; but I have juft prefented 
•* the living to the perfon whom you faw talie his leave 
**- when you entered the rooms'* 

This declaration was a flroke, which Evander had 
nefther ikill to alude, nor force to relift. The ftrength 
of his intereft, though. Tt was not known time enough 
to increafe his hope, ^nd his being too late only a few 
xnuiutes, though he had reafon believe his application 
had been precluded by as many, days, were circumQan' 
ces which imagination immediately improved to ag- 
gravate his difappointment : over thefe he mufed pcr^^ 
petually with inexpreflible anguifli ;, he related them to- 
every Tri'end, and laitnented them with the moft p^ion- 
atc exclamations,* ^nd yet, what happened to Evan- 
der more than he expelled ? nothing thnt he pofleffed' 
was diminifhed, nor was any poflibility of advantage 
cut oflf : /with refpeft to thefe and every other reality, 

he^ 
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^e was in the fame 0:ate> as if he had neveir- beard of 
the vacancy, whioh Ive^ had fom^ c)ia.nce to fill: but 
Evander g^oane^ uqder %\^p tyranny of imagina* 
tion, and in a. fi^t ,of ^ caufclefs fretfulnefs qaft away 
peace> becaufe time was QOt (lopped in its career, an4 
a mira.cle did npt iaterpofe to fecure him a living, 

Agenor> on whom the liviog whi<^h Evander foUciU 
ed was beftowed, . never conceived a fingle- doubt that 
he (hould faU ii^his attempt : his chara£ter was unes- 
ceptionable, and bisi seoo^mendation fuch as it was 
believed no other could. Qounterb^lanoe ; be, therefore, 
received the bounty of his.patron without much.emQtion{} 
he regarded his fucgefs as^aiveyentproducedy like ndn and 
fiin-(hine, by (becommoD> and i>egular operation of nA« 
tural qaufe»^ aad took, pofleflion of his reSory with thct 
fame tenE4»^,>hat b« W011I4 have reaped a field he hod 
(own, OP rtceived intereft of a fiim which he had placed 
in the funJs. But bavingy by aecidenti heard the se« 
port .which had been circulated by the ficiends of £vb 
ander^ ho waa at cace ficucfk with 4 feafe of his gbod 
fortune ^ and was io affe&ed by a retrofped on his dai^<ii 
gctf that he could fcarce believe tl to be paft.. ^* Howi 
providentiftlv** faid be, "was it » that I didnotftisyta 
^' drink another di(bof tea at breakfaft, that I found a 
** hackney-coach at the end of the ftreet, and that I met 
^^ with no ftop by the way !^ What an alteration- was 
produced ui Agenor^s conception of the advantage oF 
his fituation, and the means by which it was- obtained ! 
and yet at lail he had gained nothiibg more than he 
expelled y his danger was not known time enough to 
alarm, his. fear ^ the value of his acquifitioa was not in« 
Qj^eafed ^qpr bAd providence interppfcd farther than to 
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exclude cbanee from the government of tke world* 
But Agener did not before reAed tbtt anj gratitude 
w«8 due to providence but ior m miraele }. he did not 
enjoy his preferment as a gift, nor eftimate his gaio 
but hj the probaUlitj of lofs. 

As foceefs and dtfappointment are under the inffuence- 
of imagtnatioay fo are eafeand health) each of which 
nutj be cenfidered as a kind of negative good^ that majr 
either degenerate into weariibmeneft and dtfconteatj^ or 
be improved into eomplacency and eHji^Fment. 

About three Weeks ago I paid an afternoem v^t to 
Curio. Curio is the proprietor of -an eflate which pro- 
duces three theufimd pounds a year, and the, huftand 
•f a kdy remarkable for ''her beavtyand her wit^ hi» 
age is that In whith manhood is> &id to bn ccasplete v 
hss conftittftien is ^gwoos^ his peiTohi graocfel^ and. 
bis underCialiidtig ttrong. X fisund him in fail lieackb, 
lotting in an eafy chair } his countenance ww tforid) be 
was gaytjr drelM, imd lunreanded with aH the menna 
of b»pptn«fii wUch weal& well «fed eeuld beft«w« 
After the €rft ceremonies bad pafled, be dMrew htmfell 
again back in his duir upon my having rsfitied it, looit«i 
ed wiAfiilty at 1ms finger ends, breCed lus legs, inqntrii^ 
ed the news of the day, and in the midft of aU po^le 
advantages feemed to poffiefs life with a HftleTs indiffc-' 
aence, which^ if he coiild have prferved in contrary 
circumilances,, would have invefted him with the dig^ 
nity of, a ^oio. 

It happened that yefierday I paid Caiio another 

viiit. I found him to his chamber ^ his head was- fwath- 

ed in Aannel, and his countenance was pale* I wa»' 

abumed at thfCe appeag an ces of dife^fe ^ and inquired 

' ' ■ with 
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with an honeft folicitode how he did. The moment he 
heard thy queftion, he ftarted ftom his feat, fprang to* 
wards me, caught me by the hand^ and told me, ». aa 
ecftaey, that he was m heaTen. 

What diilerenee in Ctirio^s ctroiMni!ances prodneed 
this difference in his feafatioas and behaviour ? What 
prodigious advantage had nofr accrued to the man^ 
who before had eafe and health, youth, affluence, and 
beauty ? Curio, duriug the ten days that preceded my 
lad viiit, had been tormented with the tooth-ach } and 
had, within the lad hour^ been reftored to eafe, by 
having the tooth drawn. 

And is human reafon fo impotent, and imagination 
to perverfe, that eafe cannot be enjoyed till it has been-, 
taken away ? Is it not poffible ta inwove oegativor 
into pofitive happinefs, by reflexion ? Can he, who 
poflefies eafe and health, whofe food is tafteful, and 
whofe fleep is fweet, remember, without exaltation, 
and del^ht, the feafont in which he has pined in the 
langour of inappetence, and counted the watchei of 
the nlgbit wtih reftlefs anxiety ? 

Is an acquiefoence in the difpenfations of unerring 
wifdom, by which fome advantage appears to be denied^ 
without recalling trivial and accidental circumnancet, 
that can only aggravate dtfappointment, inrpoffible tt>>. 
reafonable beings ? And is a fenfe of the divine bounty 
neceiTarily languid, in proportion as that bounty appears 
to be lefs doubtful and interrupted ? 

Every man furely would bluAi to admit thefe fup* 
poOtions ; let every man, therefore, deny them by liaa 
life, he, who brings imagination under the doi^injoa of 
yeafon, will be able to diminish )(he evil of life, and to 
inQreafe the good ^ he wiU karn to tefi^n wl^ crac&f^ 
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placency, to receive vaiih gratitude, ftnd pofiefs with 
^heerfulneff ; ftnd ai in thi< condu6l. there is not only 
miidom but virtue, he will under every calamity be 
able to rejoice in hope, and to anticipate the felicity of 
that date, in which^ 'Uhe fpimi of the jult (tall b^ 
f* a^ftde p^rfaf^i** 



No. XCVir. Tuefday, Oftober 9. 1753. 



« 

tfti h «MM 19 rtt tiis^n tnrt^ suu tf m ran Wfayputttm rurriK^ 

Arist. PojBr* 

As well in the condudof the manners, as in the 
conftitution of the fable, we muft always endeavour 
^to produce either what is neceflary or what is pro- 
bable. 

Whobver. ventures, " fays Horace, ** to form a 
^* charad^er totally original, let him endeavour to 
** prcferve it with uniformity and coofidency 5 but 
** the formation of an original chara^er ts a work of 
*• great difficulty and hazard. " In this arduous and 
uncommon tafk} however, Shakefpeare has wonderfvliy 

€\icceede4 



Ko. XCViL THE ADV1ENTURER4 iSf 

fubce^ded in his Temped : the mbnflei: Calyban is th« 
cresltilre of his own imaginacion ; in the formation of 
which he could derive no aiTidance from obfervation 
or experience. 

Calyban is the fon of a witch, begotten by a dH* 
mon. The fdrceries of his mother were fo terrible^, 
that her counttymen bafiifi&ed- her into this defert 
zflahd^ as unfit for human fociety^ In conformity^' 
therefdre, to this diabolical prdpagation, he is repre- 
f<6nted as a prodigy of criielty, malice, pride, igno- 
rance, idlenefs, gluttony, and lufl. He is introduced 
with great propriety, eurfing Profpero and Miranda, 
whom he hai endeavoured io defile j and his execra« 
tions are artfully contrived to have reference to the. 
occupation of his mother: 

As wicked dew as c^er my mother bruihM, 
With raven's feather, from unwholefome fen, 
Drop on you both ! ■ ■ ' 



-All th^ charms 



Of Sycorax, toads, beetles, bats, light «in ybu ! 

His klndnefs is afterwards exprefied as much in cha- 
rader, as his hatred, by an enumeration of offices^ 
that could be of value only in a defolatc ifland, and in 
the eftimation of a favage : 

I pr'y thee, let me biing thee where drabs grow ; 
And I, with my long nails, will dig thee pig-nuts, 
Shew thee a pyh neft, ind, inftrddl thee how 
To in a re the nimble marmazet. I'll bring thee 
To cluft'ring filberds j and fometimes I'll get thee 
Young fca-ru^lls from the rock 

I'll (hew th-ee the beft fpringsj I'll pluck thee berries) 
I'll BQi for thee, and get thee wood enough. 
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WUch kft i%, indeed, a ctrcumfteiice of great nIc, iif: 
« place, mhtrt to be de£eDded from the cold was nei- 
ther eafy nor nfoal^ and it has » farther peculiar bean* 
tjf becauTe the gathering wood was the occupation t« 
ivlich Caljban was fiibjeded by Profpero, who, there- 
fere, deemed ic a ferrice of high importance* 

The grofs ignorance of thb monger is reprefented 
with delicate jadgaitefft : he knew not the names of the 
&n and moon, which he calls the bigger light and the 
lefs^ and be believes that Stephano wsk the man in 
the moon, wAnom Us mlArefs had often (hewn him^ 
and when Profpero reminda him that be firft taught 
him to pvonoance articnktelj, his anfWer is full df 
makroleoce and rage^ 

You taught me language j and taj [nrofit on^t 
Is, I know how to curfe ;- ■■ ■ 

the propereft return £01 fuch a fiend to make for fuch 
a favour. The fpirits whom he fuppefes to be employ*. 
«d by Profpero perp«:tually to torment him, and the 
many forms and different methods they take for this 
purpofe, are defcribed with the iitmoft livelinefs and 
force of fancy : 

Sometimes like apes, that moe and chatter at me, 
. And after bite me 5 then like hedge- hogs, wMch 
Lie tumbling in my bare-foot way, and mount 
Their pricks at my feot-fall : fometimes am I 
All wound with adders, who, with cloven tongues, 
Do hifs me into raadnefs« 

It is fcarcely poffible for any fpeech to be more e»- 
preffive of the manners and fentiments, than that in 
nvhich our poet has painted the bnita} barbanty and 

unfeeling 
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unSecluig favagenelt of this fon <^ Sycorax, by making 
bim enumeraU, with a ki«d of horrible dcUght, the 
varioas ways in whicih it was poffiblc for the drunken 
lailors to furpriic and kill his matter : 



-There thou may^ft brain him. 



Haviog firft feizM his books ^ or with a log 

Satter his (kullj or paunch him with a ftake; 

Or cut his wezand with thy knife* y 

He addS| in alluGon to his own abominable attempt, 
** above all, be fure to (ecure'the daughter^ whofe 
^ beauty, he tells them, is incomparable." The 
charms of Miranda could not be more exalted, than by 
extorting this teftimony from fib infenfible a monfter* 

Shakefpeare feems to be the only poet who pofleflet 
the power of uniting poetry with propriety of charac- 
ter ^ of which I know not an inftance more ftriking, 
than the image Calybao makes ufe of to exprefs fi« 
lence ^ which is at once highly poetical, and exadly 
f uited to the wildnefs of the fpeaker : 

Pray you tread foftly, that the blind mole may not 
Hear a foot^-fall.— •— «— 

I always lament, that our author lias not preferved 
this fierce and implacable fpirit in Calyban to the end 
of the play ; inftead of which, he has, I think, inju* 
dicioufly put into his mouth words that imply repent* 
ance and undcrftanding : 



-PU be wife hereaftei^ 



And ieek for grace. What a thrice douUe afs 
Was I, to take this dronkavd for a- God^ 
Aod worihip this d^ fgi^Li 
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It muft not be for^tteh, that Shakefpeare has art- 
fuhy taken occafion, from this extraordinary charader^ 
which is finely contrailed to the mildnefs and t>bedi^ 
ence of Ariel, obliquely to fatirize the prevailing paf- 
fion for new and wonderful fights, which has rendered 
the £ngli(h fo ridiculous. '^ Were I in England 
" now, '* fays Trincuto, on firft dilcpvering Calyban, 
** and had but this fi(h painted, not an holiday tool 
** there but would give a piece of filver. When they 
'' will not give a doit to relieve a lame beggar, they 
** will lay out ten to fee a dead Indian. *^ 

Such is the inexhauftible plenty of «ur poet^s inven* 
tion, that he has exhibited another character in this 
play, entirely hts own ^ that of the lovely and inno- 
cent Miranda^ 

When Pro^ero firft gives her a fight of prince Fer^ 
4inand, ihe eagerly exclaims^ 



-WhatisV? aQ>irit> 



Lord/ how It looks ^bout! fielieve me, Sir, 
It carries a brave form. But 'tis a fpirit. 

Her imagining, that, as he was fo beautiful, he inuft 
ntceflarily be one of her father^ aerial agents, is a 
ftroke of nature worthy admiration : as are like wife 
he¥ intreaties to her father not to ufe him harftily, by 
the power of his art^ 

Why fpeaks hiy father fo injgently ? Thw 
Is the third man that e^er I faw^ the firll 
That e'er I figh'd for ! 

Here we perceive the beginning of that paflion, which 
ProTpero was defirous (he (hould feel for the prince ; 
tuid which (he ftftet wards aHore iUlly expreles upon an 

occafion 
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occaiion which difplays at pnce the tendernefs, the in-, 
nocence, and the fimplicity of her chara6ler. She dif- 
cavers her lover employed in the laborious tafk of car- 
f ying woody which Profpero had enjoined him to per- 
form. " Would,'* fays {he, " the lightning had 
^* burnt up thole logs, that you are enjoiaed to pile! ^' 

——If you'll fit down, 
lUl bear your logs the while. Pray, give me that : 
1*11 carry't to the pile. 



•You look wearily. 



It is by felediing fuch little, and almoft imperceptible, 
circumftances, that Shakefpeare has more truly paint* 
ed the paflions than any other writer : affe£lion is more 
powerfully exprefled by this (imple wifti and offer of 
afTillance^ than by the unnatural eloquence and witti- 
cifms of Dryden, or the amorous declamations of 
Rowe. 

The refentment of Profpero, for the matchlefs cnx« 
elty and wicked ufurpation of his brother,^-his pa« 
rental affedion and folicitude for the welfare of his 
daughter, the heirefs of his dukedom,— and the awful 
folemnity of his charader, as a fkilful magician,— are 
all along preferved with equal confiilency, dignity, and 
decorum.— One part of his behaviour deferves to be 
p4rticularly pointed out. During the exhibition of a 
maik with which he had ordered Ariel to entertain 
Ferdinand and Miranda, he darts fuddenly from the 
recolledtion of the confpiracy of Calyban, and his con- 
fedetates, again ft hit life, and difmifles bis attendant 
fpirits, who inftantly vanifh to a hollow and confufed 
noife. He appears to be greatly moved ^ and fuitably 
to this agitation of Blinds which his danger has excited, 

Vol. III. X he 
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be takes occalion, firom the fudden difappea ranee of the 
▼Ifionarj fcene, to morali^Ke on the diflolution of all 
.things : 



-Thefe our a^ors^ 



As I foretold 7011, were all fpirits^ and 
Are melted into air, into thin air: 
Andy like the bafelefs fabric of this vifion, 
The cloud-capt towers, *the gorgeous palaces. 
The folemn temples, the great globe itfelf. 
Yea, all which it inherit, fhall diflblve^ 
Andy like this unfubftantial pageant faded. 
Leave not a wreck behind^ 

To thefe noble images he adds a {hort but comprehea^^ 
;five obfervation on human life, not excelled by anj 
pafiage of the moral and fententious Euripides: 



-We arc fuch (luff 



As dreams are made on ^ and our little li£e 
is rounded with a .fleep !■» ^- 

Thus admirably is an uniformity of charader, ths^ 
leading beauty in dramatic poefy, praferved through* 
rOut the tempeil. And it may be farther remarked* 
that the unities of adtion, of place, and of time> are in 
this play« though almoft v^^onftantly violated by Shake- 
fpeare^ exadlly obferved. The adion is one, great, 
and entire, the refloration of Profpero to his duke« 
dom : this bufinefs is tranfaiEted in the compafs of a 
fmall ifiand, and in or near the cave of Profpero ; 
though, indeed* it had been more artful and regulai:, 
to have confined it to this fingle fpot : and the time 
which the adion takes up, is only equal to that of the 
Sfprefentation ; an excellence, which ought tlwajrs to 

fee 
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be aimed at in every well-condu6led (Mt } and for 
tke want of which, a yariety c£ the moil entertaining 
incidents can fcarcely atone* 
Z. 



^ 
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jfiuii aliquU hrtviius C^ns^ et carcere iiignum^ 

Si vii ejfe aliquis. Juv. 

Would^ft thou to honours and preferments climb ? 
Be bold in mifehief > dare fome mighty crime, 
Which dungeons, death, or baniihment, deferves. 

To the Adventvrsiu 

DbAE BUOTBIR, 

Xhe third of glory is, I think, allowed, even by th^ 
dull dogs who can fit flill long enough to write books, 
to be a noble appetite* 

My ambition is to be thought a man of life and 
fpirit \ who could conquer the world, if he was to fet 
about it \ but who has too much vivacity to give the 
neccflary attention to any fcheme of length* 

la 
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I am, in fhort, one of thofe heroic ad?enturerf , who 
Jl^ave thought proper to didinguKh themfelves by this 
titles of Buck, Blood, and Nerve. When I am in the 
country, I am alway-s on horfe-back, and I Leap or 
break every hedge and gate that ftands in my way : 
when^ I am in town, { am conflantly to be feen at 
fome of the public .places, at the proper times for mak- 
ing my appearance; as at VauxhaU or Marybo&c, 
about ten, very drjonk: for, though I don^t love wine, 
I am obliged to be £onfumedly drunk &v€ or fix nights 
in the week, nay fometimes five or fix days together, 
for the fake of my chara£ber« Wherever I come, I am 
fure to make all tlie confufion, and do all the mifchief, 
I can 'y not for the fake of doing mifchief, but only out 
of frolic, you know, to (hew my vivacity. If there 
sure women near me, I fwear like a devil, to (hew my 
courage ', and talk bawdy, to (hew my wit. Under 
the rpfe, I am a curfed favourite amongft them $ and 
have had *^ bonne fortune, '' let me tell you. I do 
love the little rogues helU(hly : but, faith, I make love 
for the good of the public ^ and the town is obliged to 
me for a dozen or two of the fineft wenches that were 
ever brought into its feraglios. One, indeed, I loft ^ 
and, poor fond foul ! I pitied her ! but it could not be 
helped-— felf-preferyation obliged me to leave her— I 
could not tell her what was the matter with her, rot 
xne if I could } and fo it got fuch a head, that the d^- 
vll himfelf could not have (aved her. 

There is one thing vexes me ; I have much ado to 
avoid haying that iniignificant character, agood-natur* 
ed fellow, fixed upon me ^ fo that I am obliged in my 
own defence, to break the boy^s head, and kick .my 
irhore down Hairs every time I enter a nig&t-houie : I 

pick 
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pick quarrels when I am not offended, break tlie win^ 
dows of men I never faw, demoli(h lamps, bilk hack- 
ney-coachmen, overturn wheelbarrows, and dorm night- 
cellars : I beat the watchmen, though he bids me good* 
morrow, dbufe the conftable, and infuit the juftic&.;. 
for thefe feats I am frequently kicked, beaten, pumped, 
profecuted, and imprifoned ^ but Tim is no fiinchep; 
^nd if he does not get fame, blood! he will deferve 
it. 

I am y^rtting at a coffee-houfe,- where I am juft ar- 
rived, after a journey of fifty miles, which I have rod« 
^n four hours. I knocked up my blockhead's horfe 
two hours ago. The dog whipped and fpurred at Aich 
a rate, that i dare fey you may track him half the way 
by the blood ; but all would not do. The devil take 
the hindmoft, it always my way of travelling* The 
moment I difmounted, down dropt Dido, by Jove : and 
here am I all alive and merry, my .old boy ! 

ril tell thee what^ I Was.se.hellifh afs t'other daf^ 
1 (hot a damn'd clean mare through the head, for 
jumping^ out of. the road to avoid running, over an old 
woman. But the bitch threw me, and I got a Qurfed 
dice on the cheek againft a flint, which put me in a 
paflion J who could help it, you know ? Rot me ! I 
would not have loft her for five hundred old women, 
with all their brats, and the brats of their brats to the 
third generation. She was a fweet creature ! I would 
have run her five-and-twenty miles within an hour, for 
five hundred pounds. But (he's gone !— -Poor jade ! I 
did love thee, that I did. 

Now, what you (hall do for mc, old boy, is this. 
Help to raife my name a little, d'ye mind : write 
fometUng ip praife «f .us fprightly pretty fellows. I 

I 3 affure 
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«ffure 7011^ we take • gnte deal of pains for fame, and 
it is kard we fiionld be Inlkt. I would not trouble 700, 
my dear j but only I fear 1 haye not much time before 
jDe to do my own bufinefs ; for between you and I, 
both my conftitution and eftate are damihibly out at 
^bows« I intend to make them fpin out together as 
evenly as poffible ; but if my purfe (hould happen to 
leak fafteft, I propofe to go with my laft half-crown to 
Ranelagh gardens, and there, if yon approve the fcheme, 
* 'I^U mount one of the upper alco¥€S| and reap with an 
Jbtroic air. 

** Vti boldly venture on the world unknown 4 
^ It cannot nfe me worfe than this has done.'' 

|*U then (hoot itiyfelf through the head y and fo good 

by'tyt, 

Yottr% as you ferve me, 

Tim. Wxldqooii. 



I fliould little defenre the notice of a perfon h illuf- 
trious as the hero who honou^^s me with the name of 
brother, if I (hould caval at his principles or refuH^ his 
tequeft. According to the moral philofophy which it 
now in faihion, and adopted by many of *^ th^ dull 
** dogs who write books,*' the gratification of appetite 
is virtue j and appetite, therefore, I (hall allow to be 
noble, notwithftanding the objections of thofe who pre- 
tend, that whatever be its obje^, it can be good or ill, 
in HP other (cnfe^ than ftatyre or complej^ipn ^ and that 

the 
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the voluntary effort only is moral by which appetite is 
^ireded ox re(lraifle<l» by which it is brought under- 
the government of reafon, and rendered fubfervient to 
snoral purpofes. 

But with whatever efforts of heroic virtue my cor- 
refpondent may have laboured to gratify his '^ thirft of 
*^ glory ,'' I am afraid he will be difappointed. It is, 
indeed, true, that like the heroes of antiquity, whom 
fttcceOlive generations have honoured with ftatues and 
panegyric, h^ has fpent his life ip doing mifchief to 
ethers, without procuring any real good to himfelf : 
l>ut he has not done mifchief enough > he has not fack- 
f d a city, or fired a temple \ he a£is only againil indi- 
:vidus^l» in a cpntra6^d fph^r^t aQ^ i* ^oll among a 
crowd of competitors, whofe pierit can only contribute 
tp their mutual obicurity,, as the feats which are per- 
petually performed by innumerable adventurers muft 
i^on become too common to confer diftindion. 

In behsdf of fome agvong thefe candidates for fame» 
the legiilaturc has, indeed^ thought fi| to interpofe j and 
their atchievments are with great folemnity rehearfed 
'Sind recorded in a temple, of which I know not the ce- 
JkAial appellation^ but on earth it is called Juftice Hall 
in the Old Bailey. 

As the reft are utterly negle£(ed, I cannot think of 
any expedient to gratify the noble thirft of my corref- 
pondent and his compeers, but that of procuring them 
admiflion into this clafs ; an attempt in which I do not 
^iefpair of fuccefs, for I think I can demonftrate their 
nght, and I will not fuppofe it poffible, that when this 
is done, they will be, excluded. 

Upon the moft diligent examination of ancient hif- 
jtory and modern panegyric, I find, that no adion has 

I- 4 ever*' 
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tret been held honourable in fo high a degpree, as kill- 
in'g men : this, indeed, is one of the feats which our 
legiflature has thought fit to refcue from oblivion, and 
reward in Juilice Hall : it has alfo remored an abfurd 
diftin^on, and, contrary to the ppidice of pagan an- 
tiquity^ has comprehended the killers of women, amon^ 
thofe who deferve the rewards that ha^e been decreed 
fo homicide. Now he may be fairly confidered as a 
killer, who feduces a young beauty from the fondnefs 
of a parent, with whom (he enjoys health and peace, 
the protefkion of the laws, and the fmile pf fociety, to 
the tyranny of a bawd, and the exceffes of a brothel, to 
difeafe and diftradion, firipes, infamy and imprifon- 
ment 5 calamities which cannot fail to render her days 
not only evil but few. It may, perhaps, be aUege<l, 
that the woman was not wholly paflive, but that ia 
feme fenfe, (he may be confidered as fi/o defe* This, 
however, is mere cavil 5 for the fame may be faid of 
htm who fights when he can run away \ and yet it has 
always been deemed more honourable to kill the cook^ 
batant than the fugitive. 

If this claim then of the Blood be admitted, and I d» 
not fee how it can be fet afide, I propofe, that after his 
remains (hall have been refcued from duft and worms, 
and conrccrated in the temple of Hygeia,^ called Sur- 
geon's Hall, his bones (hall be purified by proper lu^ 
trations, and erefVed into a (latue : that thisftatue (hall 
be placed in a niche, with the name of the hero, of 
which it is at once the remains and the monument, writ- 
ten over it, among many others of the fame rank, in 
the gallery of a fpacious building, to be ere£bed by lot- 
tery for that purpofe : I propofe that this gallery be 
called the Blood's Gallery \ and, to prevent the labour 

. X and 
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and expence of emblazoning the atchievements of every 
individual, which would be little more than repeating^ 
the fame words, that an infcription be placed over the 
door to this effeft : '' This gallery is facred to the me- 
'' mory and the remains of the Bloods ^ heroes who 
** lived in perpetual hoftility againft themfelves and 
^' others $ who contraded difeafcs by excefs that pre- 
** eluded enjoyment, and who continually perpetrated 
*' mifchief, not in anger, but fport ; who purchafed 
<' this diftindion at the expenfe of life ^ and whofe glo- 
** ry would have been equal to Alexander's, if their 
** power had not been lefs.*' 



No. XCIX* Tuefday, Oaobey 16. 1JS3^ 



"^Magnis tamen excidit auJtK Ovid, 

Sut in the glorious enterprife he died* 

AooisoN*. 

Ir has always been the praftice of mankind, to judge 
fA anions by the event. The fame attempts, con- 
diu6led in the (ame manner, but terminated by different 

I J Dac-^ 
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fucceis, 'p'odttce difierent judgments c they who attaia 
their wi(hes» acvec want celebrators of their wifdom 
apd their virtue } and they that mifcarry, are quickly, 
di&overed to have been defe^ve> not only in mentali^ 
but in moral qualitiei. The world will never be long 
without fome good reaTon to hate the unhappy : their 
real faults are immediately deteded > and if thofe arq 
not fufficlent to fink them into Infamy,, an additional 
weight of calumny will be fliperadded : he that failv 
in his endeavours after we^^ltb or power, will not long;^ 
retain either honefty'or courage. 

This fpec^es of injuAice has falong prevailed in uni- 
yerfal pradice, that it feems like wife to have infe£^ed; 
peculation :. fo few minds are able to feparate the ideas, 
of great i^efs aind pn^perity, that* even Sir William^ 
Temple has determined, *' that he who can deferve the 
** name of a h^9>^ii|uft npt only be vtrtooua. but for*. 
*/ tunate.'*^ 

By this upreafonable dlfiributionofpraifeand blame, 
none have, finffipred, oftcner than Projcftors, whofc rapi, 
dity of imaginatum, and vaftnefs of defign^ raife fuch. 
envy in their fpllow. mprtals, that, every eye watches 
lf»r their fall, and. every heart exults at their diftrefles : 
yet even a Projc6lor may gain favour by fucccfs 5 and, 
t)ie tongue that w^s prepared. to hifs, th(i;n endeavours, 
to excel other?, in loudncfs of appl^ufe.. 

When Coriolapus, in Sbakcfpeare, deferted to Apfi-. 
dius, the Volfciap fcryants at firft infulted him, even, 
while he ftopd under, the protcajon of the houfehold, 
gods ;. but wh?;n. they faw that the I^rojeft took cffed,, 
i^ndthe ftrangerwas. feated at the head of the table,. 
^e of them very judicioufly obfcrves, " that he always 
^ tjiought there wa? m&e in )\\vi than he could think.'^ 

Macbi^ypl: 
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Machiavel has juftly animadverted on t^e different 
notice taken by all fucceediag times, of the two great 
projedors of Catiline and Caefar* Both tformed th^ 
fame Projed^, and intended to raife themfelves to power 
by iiibverting the commonwealth : they purfued their 
defign, perhaps with equal abilities^ and with equal vir- 
tue 'y but Cataline perifbed in the field, and Csefar re- 
turned from Pharfalia with unlimited authority : and 
from that time, every monarch of the earth has'thought 
himfelf honoured by acomparifbn with Csefar^ and Ca- 
tiline has been never mentioned, but that his name 
.might be applied to traitors and incendiaries.' 

In an age more remote, Xerxes projefted the con- 
.queft of^Greece> and brought down the power of Ada 
.againft it : but after the world had l;>een filled with ex- 
ped^ation and terror, his army was beaten, his fleet was 
destroyed, and Xerxeshas been never mentioned with-^ 
contempt*^ 

A few years afterwards^^ Greece likc^wife had her • 
tarn of giving :birth to a Proje6b>r ;,who invading Afia 
with a fmall army^ went forward infearoh of adven- 
tcu^es, and by his efcape from one datig^r,' gained only 
GBore ralhnefs to .ruQiiato another: he ilprmed city 
after city, over-ran kingdom after kingdom, fought bat- 
tks only v for barren vidory, and inyaded nations only 
that he might make his way through them to new in- 
vafions: but having been fortunate in the exQcution af 
his proje^ he died with the name of Alexander the 
Great. . 

Theie are, indeed, events of an<;3cnt times f but ha- 
man nature is always the fame, and every age will af- 
/jrd us inftances of public ceufures iniiuenced by events. . 
The great bufiuels of the middle centuries, was the ho« 

16. \y. 
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Ij war 'j which undoubtedly was a noble Proje£k^ and 
was' for a long time profecuted with a fpirit equal to 
that -with 'which it had been contrived : but the ar- 
dour of the European heroes only hurried them to def* 
tru£lion } for a long time they could not g^in^the terri- 
tories for which they fought, and, when at lad gained^ 
they could not keep them : their expeditions therefore^, 
have been the feoff of idlenefs and ignorance, their uir« 
derdanding and their virtue have been equally vilified* 
their condud hts been ridiculed, and their eaufe has 
beea defamed. 

AV hen Columbus had engaged king Ferdinand in 
the difcovery of the other hemifphere, the (ailors, with 
whQm he embarked in the expedition, had fo little con- 
fidence in their commander, that after having beea 
long at fea looking for coafts they never expected to^ 
find, they raifed a general mutiny, and demanded to 
return. He found means to Tooth them into a permiinoh 
to continue the fame courfe three days longer, and on 
the evening of the third day delcried land. Had th« 
impatience of his crew denied him a few hours of the 
time requeued, what had been his {ate but to have 
come back with the infamy of a vain Proje6(or, who 
had betrayed the kiDg^s credulity to ufelefs expencer, 
and Hiked his life in feekiag countries that had no ex- 
iftence ', how would thofe that had rejed^ed his pro- 
pofals, have triumphed in their acutenefs f and when 
would his name hare been been mentioned, but with 
the makers of potable gold and malleable glafs ? 

The lad royal pTOJe^ors with whom the world^has 
been troubled, were Charles of Sweden and the Czar 
«f Mufcovy. Charles* if any judgment may be form'^ 
«d of hi s deiignS| by his meafures and inquiries, had 

* - purpofe d. 
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purpofed fi^rft t6 dethrone the Czar, then tp lead his ar« 
my through pathlefs defexts into China^ thenee-to make 
his waj by the fword through the wh(de circuit of A- 
fia» and by the conqueft of Turkey to unite Sweden 
with his new dominions'; but this mighty Projedl was 
cruQied at Pultowa j and Charles has fihce been confi- 
dered as a madman, by thofe powers who fent their ara- 
,bafladors to folicit his friendfhip, and their generals 
^ to learn under him the art of war.^' 

The Czar found employment fufRcient in his own 
dominions, and amufed himfelf in digging canals, and 
Building cities J murdering his fubjeds with infuffer- 
able fatiguesi and tranfplanting nations from one cor- 
ner of his dominions to another, without regretting the 
thoufands that perifhed oxt the way t but he attained 
his end, he. made his people formidable, and is number- 
ed by fame among the demi*gods. 

I am far from intending to vindicate the fanguinarj 
projects of heroes and conquerors, and would wiih ra- 
ther to dimtnifh the reputation of their fuccefs, than 
the infamy of their mifcarriages : for I cannot con- 
ceive, why he that has burnt cities, wafted nations and 
filled the world with horror and deiblation, (hould be 
more kindly regarded by mankind, than he that died ia 
^he rudiments of wickednefs j why he that accomplifh- 
ed mifchief fiiould be glorious, and he that only endea- / 
voured it (hould be crimiiial. I wovld wiih Csefar and 
Catiline^ Xerxes and Alexander, Charles and Peter, 
huddled together in obfcuriiy or deteftation. 

But there is another fpecies of Proje61ors, to whoa 
I would willingly conciliate mankind^: whofe ends are 
generally laudable, and wSofe. labours are innocent^ 
inho are fearching out new powers of natune^ or con- 
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triviog* ^^^ works of art j but who are ytt-perfecuted^ 
with inceflant obloq,fiy^.aad whom. the univerfal coq- 
tempt with which they are treated, often debars froia 
that fucce& whi^h their induftry would obtain, if iti 
were permitted to a£l without oppofition*. 

They who find themfelves- iacliued to cenfute nem 
undertakio^s, only becaufe they are new, fliould confi— 
der that the folly ofProjedtion i$ very feldont the folly 
of a fool 'y it is commonly the ebullition of a capaciouS'>- 
mindy crowded 'with variety of knowledge, and heated 
with intenfenefs of thought j it proceeds^ often fromihe 
confcioufnefs of uncommon powers^ from the confidence: 
of thofe, who have already done mucb^ are eafily per* 
fuaded that* they can do more. When Rowley had . 
completed the Orrery, he attempted the perpetual mo- 
tion 'y when. Boyle had exhaufted the fecrets of vul-- 
gar cheminryy heturned his thoughts^ ta the work oft 
tran&tutation. . 

A Projedior generally uoites thofe qualities which't 
Jiave .tlie. faireil claim to veneration, extent of know-- 
ledge, and grcatnefs of deBgn: it was faid of Catiline,. 
^^ immoderata, incredibilia, nimis alta femper cupie- 
^' bat.^^ Proje£^ors of all kiads agree intheir intelleda, . 
though they differ -in their morals^ thsysaU fail by at- 
tempting things beyond theis power, by defpifing viil- - 
gar attainments, and afpiring to performances^ to which, • 
perhaps, natui;e has not proportioned the force of man : 
when they fail, therefore, they fail notl^ idlenefs or * 
timidity, but^ by ra(h adventure and. fiuitlefs dili-.- 
gence. 

That the attempts of fuch men will often mifcarry^ 
we may reafonably expeft : yet from fuch men, and 
f«4:i only, are we. to. hope for the cultivation of thofe 

parts 



parts of nature which lie yet wafte, and the invention 
of thofe arts which are yet wanting to the felicity of 
life. If they are, therefore, univerfjilly difcouraged^. 
,art and difcovery can make no advances* Whatever 
is attempted without previpttft, certainty, of fucce&i may. 
be confidered'as.a Prcjedl, and amongfl^ narrow minds, 
may, therefore^, expofe its author to cenfure and cour 
tempt 'y and if the liberty, of laughing be once indulged^ 
iLvery man will laugh at what he does not und«rflandi 
every Project' will be eonfidered as madners, and every, 
great or new defign will be cenfured as a Projedl. Men 
unaccuflpmed to reafon and refear^hes^ think every enr 
terprize impr^fUcable, wh;ch is extended beyond com- 
mon effed^s, or comprifes many intermediate operations* 
]\l8ny that prefume tp laugh at Proje^ors, would eon- 
fider a flight through the air in a winged chariot, and 
and the nooveraent of a. mighty engine by the fteam of 
water, as. equally the dreams of mechanic lunacy ^.aod< 
«rould hear, with equal negligence, of th^ union of the 
Thames and Severn by a canal,' and the Scheme of Al- 
buquerque, the vjceroy of the Indies, who in the rage^ 
^D^hpdility had contrived to make Egypt a barren ^de- 
fert, by turnipg the Nile into the Red Sea*. 

Thofe who have att($mpttdmuch«haveiffldom; failed 

tp perfc^rm: mace than thofe who never deviate from 

the common roads of a^on: m^uy vgl^able pr^paxa- 

tfoas of dhcmi^ry arr fiippofed to h^^lf ^feq irom vku* 

fucceisful inquiries aftff the grand elixir^: it i»> thera- 

{pre, juCt to encourage tbob who .endeavour to .enlarge 

the power of art^ iince they often fucceed : beyond ^x- 

' peftation ^ and wh^n they fail, may fometimes beneBt 

: t^e world even by thc^ir.mifcarriages... 

T. ? 
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Nemo refient^Jui Utrfifimus, w Jvfw 

No man e'er reached the heights of vice at firft. 

Tatb. 

TO^ the AOVIMTITILER.. 

SIR, 

X ROUGH the charafters of men have, perhaps, been e& 
fentially the fame in all age«, yet their external ap- 
pearance has changed fvith other peculiarities of time 
and place, and they have been diftingruiflied by differ- 
ent names, as new modes of expreffion have prevailed:: 
« periodical writer, therefore, who catchesr the pi^re 
.of evanefcent life, and (hews the def[>rmity of fellies 
which iov a few years will be fo changed as not to be 
J^nown, ihould be careful to exprefs the charader when 
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he defcribcs the appearance, and to conned it with the 
name by which it then happens to be called. You have 
frequently ufed the terms of Buck and Blood, and have 
given fome account of the chara6^ers which are. thus 
denominated ; but you have not coniidered them as 
the lad ftagcs •f a regular progreflion, nor taketi anr]r 
notice of thofe which precede them. Their dependance 
upon each other is, indeed, To little known, that many 
fuppofe them to be diftin£l and collateral clafles, form* 
ed by perfons of oppoiite interefts, taftes, capacities, and 
difpofitipos : the fcale, however, confids of eight de- 
grees 'f Greenhorn, Jemmy, Jeflamy, Smart, Honeft 
Fellow, Joyous Spirit, Buck, and Blood. As I have 
inyfelf pafled through the ^hole feries, I fhall explain 
each ilation by a fliort account of my life, remarking 
the periods when my charadker changed its denomina- 
tion, and the particular incidents by which the change 
was produced. 

My father was a wealthy farmer in Ydrkfbire ^ amt 
when I was near eighteen years of age, he brought me 
up* to London, and put me an apprentice to a confider« 
able (hopkeeper in the city. There was an aukwaid 
modeft fimplicity in my manner, and a reverence of reH* 
gion and virtue in my converfation. The novelty of 
the fcene that was now placed before me, in which 
there were innumerable obje6^s that I never conceived 
to exid, rendered me attentive and credulous j peculi-* 
iarities,^ which, without a provindal accent, a flouch in 
my gait, a long lank head of hair, an unfafhionable fait 
of drab.coloured cloth, would have denominated tne 
a Greenhorn, or, in other words, a country put very 
green. 

Green 
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Green, tlieo, I continued even id externalt, near 
two years ^ arid in this date I was the objed of uni- 
vcrfal coutempt and derifioo : but being at length 
wearied with merriment and infult| I was very feda- 
lous to aflumc the manners and appearance of thofe, 
who in the fame Aation were better treated. I had 
already iipproTed greatly in my fpeech) and my fa- 
ther having allowed me thirty pounds a year for appa- 
rel and pocket-money, the greater part of which I had 
faved, I beippke a fuit of clothes of an eminent city 
tailor, with*feveral waiftcoats and breeches, and two 
frocks for a change : I cut off my hair, and procured 
a blown bob periwig of Wilding, o^ the fame colou7| 
with a fingk row of ci^rls jufl round the bottom, wl^ich 
I wore very nicely combed) and without powder : aiy 
Jbaty which had been cocked with great ejtadueis la an 
equilateral triangle,^ I diicarde4> and purchafed oae ^ 
a more falhionable iize, the fore corner of which pr^ 
Jeded neaf two inches further than tho{e on each fidCf 
.aad was moulded into the ihape of a fymxt : If allb.fmu 
niihed myfi^Jf with a change of whi^e ^hyead fH»ckiogfy. 
.took: C^re that my pumps were varriiChed' every morsi- 
.Ing with the new German blacking ball ; and ifvheo I 
went out, carried in my baud a little fwitch, ^ whiclti 
as it had been long appendant to the charader that I 
had juil affumed^ has taken the fame name, aad is cal^ 
led a Jemmy. 

I I foon perceived the advantage of this transfonaa*- 
:tiQB« My manner bad not, indeed, kept pace with: 
any drefs j I ^as ftiU modeft and diQident, temperate 
and iober, and coofequently dill fubjedt to -ridicule j 
i>ut I was now admitted into company, from which I had 
.^Mdore been excluded by the ruilicityof my appearance). 
I was rallied and encouraged by turns ) and I was in* 

fttuaed^ 



(Irufled both by prQc<pt and example. Soiiie offe^* 
were made of carrying me to a houfe of private enter- 
tainment, which i abfolutely refufed^ hut X foon fguiid 
the way into the play-hovfe, to fee the twolaft a^s, 
and the farce : here I learned^ that by breaches of cha- 
Aity no man was thought to iocur either guilt or 0iame ; 
but that» on the contrary, they were eflentially necef- 
fary to the charader of a/£ne gentleman* I iboh co- 
pied the original, which I found to be upiverfally ad- 
mired, in my morals^ sind made fiome farther approaches 
to it in my dx^h : I fuSered my hair to grow long e- 
fioifgh to combovei the fetetc^ of my wig, which, when 
I fallicd forth to my evening amufement, I changed 
to- a queue: I tied the ooUar of my flurt with half 
«n ell oi blaqk ribboQ> which appcMred under my neck* 
doth) the fore corner of aiy hat was coafiderably elt^ 
▼ated and fliortened, fo that it no longer refemhled a 
fpout, but the corner of a minced pye ; my waificoat 
was edged with a narrow lace, my ilockings were filk* 
•^4 I QCTer appeared without a pair of dean gloves. 
My addrefsy from its native mafculine plainnefs, was 
converted to an excefs of fbftnefs and civility, efpeci- 
•aUy when I fpdce to the ladies* I had before made 
.fome progrefs in learning to fwear ^ I had proceeded 
by fegs, faith, pox, plague, *pon my life, *poB my 
foul, rat It, and zookers, to xauns and the diviU. 
Now I advanced to by Jove^ %re ged, ged curie itf 
and demme : but I ftiU uttered theie inteijedloni in a 
tremulous tone, and my pronunciation was feminine and 
vicious^ I was fciiiible of my defeds, and, therefare, ap* 
plied with great diligence to rtoiove them* I frequently 
pra^tifed alone, but it was a long time before I could fwear 
fp much to my own fatisfadton in company, as by my» 

fclf.. 
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felf. My labonr, however was not withoat its re* 
ward J it recommended me to the notice of the ladies^ 
and procureci me the gentle appellation of Jeflamy. 

I now learned among other Grown. Gentlemen tat 
dance, which greatly enlarged my acquaintance $ I 
entered into a fubfcriptfon for country 'dances once t 
week at a tavern, where each gentleman engaged tor 
bring a partner : at the fame time I made conQderable 
advances in fwearing ^ I could pronounce damme with 
a tolerable air and accent , give the vowel itis fuH' 
found, and look with confidence in the face of the pei^ 
fon to whom I fpoke. About this time my father^s th 
der brother died, and left me an eftate of near five 
handred pounds per annum. I now bought out the 
remainder of my time j and this fudden acceffion of wealth 
and independence gave me immediately an air ef greater 
confidence .and freedom. I laid out near one hundred 
and fifty pounds in clothes, though I was obliged t0- 
go into mourning : I employed a court tailor to maker 
then up ^ I exchanged my queue for a bag } I put on 
a fword, which in appearance at leaft, was a Toledo^ 
and in proportion as I knew my drefs to be elegant, I 
was lefs fblicitous to be neat. My acquaintance now 
increafed every hour : I was attended, flattiered, andl 
carcffed ^ was often invited to entertainments, fupped 
every night at a tavern, and went home in a chair ^ 
was taken notice of in public places, and was univer- 
jally confefled to be improved into a Smart. 

There were fome intervals in which I found it ne- 
cefiary to abftain from wenching^ and in thefe, at 
whatever riik, I applied myfelf to the bottle : a ha- 
bit of drinking came infenfibly upon m^, and I was 
loon able to walk home with ^ bottle and a pint. I 

had 
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bad learned a fuScient number of fa(hionable toaftst 
and got hj heart feveral toping and leveral bawdy Tongf, 
fome of which I ventured to roar out with a friend- 
Jianging on my arm as w« fcoured the ftreet after our 
iiofiurnal revel. I now laboured with indefatigable 
induHrj to increafe thefe acquiiitions : I enlarged mj 
ftock of healths ; made great progrefs in iinging, jok«i 
ipg, and Qory telling ^ fwore well ^ could make a com<% 
pany of {launch topers drunk ^ always colle6ting the 
reckoning, and was the laft man that departed. My 
face began to be covered with red pimples, and my 
eyes to be wjeak } I became daily more negl^ent o{ 
of my drefs, and more blunt in my nunner y I profef-^ 
fed myfelf a foe to barters and milkfops^ declared, 
that there was no enjoyment equal to that of a bottlOs 
and a friend, and (bon gained the appellation of an Ho* 
0^ Fellow. , . 

By this difiinAion I was animated to attenapt yet. 
greater excellence ; I learned feveral feats of mimick*^ 
;ry of the under players, could take off known chartc« 
ters, tell a daring ftory, and humbug with fp much 
ikill as fometimes to take in a knowing one. I .wa%. 
fo fuccefsful in the pradice of thefe arts, to whigh^inn 
deed, I ap(died myfelf with unwearied diligence and, 
aSiduity, that I kept my company roaring with ap« 
plaufe, till their. voices funk by degrees, and they were^ 
no longer able to laugh, becaufe they were no longer . 
able either to hear or to fee. I had now sifcended a^ 
nother fcale in the climax ; and was acknowledged by 
all who knew me to be a Joyous Spirit. 

After all thefe topics of merriment were exhaufted, 
and 1 had repeated my tricks, toy, (lories, my jokes, 
aiE^d my (bngs, tiU they grew infipid, I became mif- 

chievous \ 
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chieTOUs ; and wts continaally deviin; and executing 
Frolics, to the unfpeakable delight of my companions, 
and the injury of others; For nuny of theih I Wto 
prolbeuted, and frequently obliged to pay laige da* 
mages : but I bote all thefe loffei with an ait of joirial 
indifference, I pu(faed on in my career, I Was mote 
defperate in proportion as I had lefs to lofe ; and bring 
deterred from no mifchief by the dread of its confix 
quences, I was faid to run at all, and complimt^nted 
with the name of Buck* 

My eflate was at length tnottgaged for more than ft 
was worth ^ toy creditors were importunate ; I becattie 
negligent of myfelf and of others ; I made a defperate^ 
eflFort at the gaming table, and loft the laft Aim that t 
could raife j my eftate was feized by the mortgagee $ I 
learned to pack cards and to cog a die ; became a bully 
to whores } pafled my nights in a brothel, the ftrdil^' 
6t the Watch- hdufe j was utterly infenfible of (hame, 
and lived i^on the town as a beaft of prey in a fbreft» 
Hins I reached the fummit of asodern glory, and had 
juft acquired the diftindion of a Blood, when I was at^ 
relied for kn old debt of three hundred pounds, and 
thrown into the King^s Bench prifon^ 

Thefe charaders, Sir, though they are diftinfi:, yet 
do not all dilFer, otherwife than as (hades of the* fame 
colour. And though they are ftages of a regular pro- 
^reffion, yet the whole progrefs is not made by every 
individnal : fome are fo foon initiated in the myfteries 
of the town, that they are never publicly known in 
their Greenhorn ftate; others fix long in their 
Jemmyhood, others are Jeffamies at fburfcore, and fome 
Magnate in each of the higher -ftages for life. But 1 
teqneft that they may never hereafter be confounded 

either 
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ither by yo^ or your correfpon dents. Of the Blood, 
our brother Adventurer, Mr. Wildgoofe, though he 
Sumes the chara£ler, does not feem to have a jufl 
nd prjeclfe idea as difiin^ from the £uck« iu which 
Lafs he (hould be placed, and will probably die 3 for 
e feems determined to (hoot himfelf, juft at the time 
rhep his circumflances will enable him to aiTume the 
igher diflindlion. 

But tlie retrofpeft upon life, which this letter has 
lade neceflaryy covers me with confufion, and aggra- 
ates defpair. I cannot but refle£^, that among all 
hefe charaders, I have never afiumed that of a Mao* 
d^tk , is a Reafonable Being, which he ceafes to be, 
rho difguifes his body with ridiculous fopperies, or de- 
;rades his mind by deteftable brutality. Thefe thoughts 
rould have been of great ufe to me, if they had occur* 
ed feven years ago. If they are of ufe to you, I hope 
'ou will fend me a fmall gratuity for my labour, to al- 
eviate the mifery of hunger and nakednefs ■: but, dear 
>ir, let your bounty be fpeedy, left I periih before it 
kriDives. . . . / 

I am your humble femrvity 

I^ommon fide, King^s Bench, 
» .0^.,13. 1753. 

NoMElfTAmry. 
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*Eft uhipeccat. Hok« 

-Yet fometimes he miftakes. 
To the Adventurer. 



SIR, 

If we confider the high rank which Milton has de- 
fer vedly obtained among our few Englifh claf- 
iics, we cannot wonder at the multitude of commenta* 
ri«8 and criticifms of which he has been the fubje^ 
To thefe I have added fome mifcellaneous remarks \ 
and if you (hould at firft be inclined to reje6l them as 
trifling, you may, perhaps, determine to admit them, 
when you refle^k that they are new. 

The defcription of Eden in the fourth book of the 
Paradife Loft, and the battle of the angels in the flxth, 
are ufually fele^ed as the mod ilriking examples of a 
^oiid and vigorous imagination ; but it requires much 

greater 
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greater drength of mind to form an alTemblage of na* 
tural objeds, and to range them with propriety and 
beauty, than to bring together the greateft variety of 
the ntoft fplendid images, without any regard to their 
ufe or congruity ^ as in painting, he who, by the foree^ 
of his imagination, can delineate a landfcape, is deem* 
ed a greater mafter than he, who, by heaping rocks of 
coral Upon talTelated pavements, can only make abfur- 
dity fplendid, and difpofe gaudy colours fo as beil to 
fct oflF each other. 

'^ Sapphire fountains that rolling over orient Pearl, 
*^ run Ne£lar, rofes without thorns, trees that bear 
** Vegetable Gold, and that weep odorous gums and 
'' balms,^' are caiily imagined ^ but having no rela- 
tive beauty as pidures of nature, nor any abfblute ex* 
cellence as derived from truth, they can only pleafe 
thofe, who, when they read, exeroife no faculty but 
fancy, and admire becaufe they do not think. 

If I (hall not be thought to digrefs wholly from my 
fubje6k, I would illullrate this remark, by comparing 
two paflag^, written by Milton and Fletcher, on near* 
ly the fame fubje£k. The fpirit in Comus thus pays 
his addrefs of thanks to the water-nymph Sabrina : 

May thy brimmed waves for this, 
Their full tribute never mifs. 
From a thoufand petty rills, 
That tumble down the fnowy hills : t 

Summer drought, or (inged air, 
Never fcorch thy treffes fair ; 
^ Nor wet Oftober's torrent Hood 
Thy molten chryftal fill with mud : 

Vol. III. K ^ ^T^n^'^ 
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Tbus far the wiihes are mod proper for the welfare 
of a river goddefs : the circumftance of fummer not 
icorching her trefies, is highly poetical and elegant : 
but what follows, though it is pompous and xnajefttc^ 
is unnatural and far fetched ; 

May thy billows roll afhore 
The beryl and the golden ore ; 
May thy lofty head be crownM 
With many a towV and terras round ; 
And here and there, thy banks upon, 
With groves of myrrh and cinnamon ! 

The circumftance in the third and fourth lines Is hap- 
pily fancied ^ but what idea can the reader have of an 
£ngli(h river rolling Gold and the Beryl afhore, or of" 
groves of Cinnamon growing on its banks ? The 
images in the following paflage of Fletcher are all iim- 
})le and real, all appropriated and flridlly natural ; 

For thy kindnefs to me (hown," 
Never from thy banks be blown 
Any tree, with windy force, 
Crofs thy flream to ffop thy courfe ; 
May no bead that comes to drink, 
With his horns call down thy brink j 
May none that for thy ii(h do look, 
Cut thy banks to dam thy brook ^ 
Barefoot may no neighbour wade 
In thy cool flreams, wife or maid. 
When the fpawn on flones do lie, 
To wa(h their hemp and fpoil the fry. 

The 
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The glaring pidure of Paradife is not, in my opt* 
nion, fo ftrong an evidence of Milton^s fo^ce pf ima* 
giDatioh, as his reprefentation of Adam and Eve when 
they left it, and of 'fhe paflions with which they were 
agitated on that evenfT 

Again (I his battle of the angels, I have the fame 
objedlions as againfl his garden of Kdeo. He has 
endeavoured to elevate his combatants, by giving them 
enormous (lature of giants in romances, books of which 
he was known to be fond ^ and the prowefs and be« 
haviour of Michael, as much refemble the feats of A« 
riofto's Knight, as his two handed f^ord does the wea- 
pons of chivalry : I think the fublimity of his genius 
much more vifible in the firil appearance of the fallen 
angels *, the debates of the infernal peers ^ the paflage 
of Satan through -the dominions of Chaos, and his ad- 
venture with Sin and Death ^ the milTipn of Raphael 
to Adam ^ the converfations between Adam and his 
wife ^ the creation ; the account which Adam gives 
of his firft fenfations, and of the approach of Eve from 
the hand of her Creator y the whole behaviour of Adam 
and Eve after the firfl tranigreflion ^ and the pro- 
fpedl of the various flates of the world, and hidory of 
man exhibited in a vifion to Adam. 

In this vifion, Milton judicioufly rcprefcnts Adam, 
as ignorant of what dHaftcr had befallen Ahel, when 
he was murdered by his brother 5 but during his con- 
verfation with Raphael, the poet feems to have forgot-' 
ten this neceflary and natural ignorance of the firll 
man. How was it poilible for j^dam to difcern what 
the Angel meant by ** cubic pfhalanxes, by planets of 
^* afpecl malign, by encamping on the foughten field, 
•<* by van and rear, by ftandards, and gonfalons, and 

K 2 glit- 
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*' glittering tiflues, bj the girding fword, by embat* 
*' tied fquadroDs, chariots, and flaming arms, and fiery 
^' deeds ?'' And although Adam poflefled a fuperior 
degree of knowledge^ yet doubtlefs he had not fkill 
enough in chemiflry to underfland Raphael, who in- 
formed him, that . 



-Sulphurous and nitrous foam 



They found, they mingled, and wjth fubtle art, 

Conco6led and Adufted, they reducM 

To blackefl; grain, and into {lore con reyM. 

And, furely, the nature of cannon was not much ex- 
plained to Adam, who neither knew, or wanted the 
ufe of iron tools, by telling him, that they refembled 
the hollow bodies pf oak or fir, 

With branches lopt, in wood or mountain fcll'd. 

He that never beheld the brute creation but in its paf- 
times and fports, mufl: have greatly wondered, when 
the Angel eyprefled the flight of the Satanic hod, by 
faying, that they fled 



As a herd 



Of goats, or Timorous flock, together throng'd. 

But as there are many exuberances in this poem,, 
there appears to be alfo fome defeds. As the ferpent 
was the inftrument of the temptation, Milton minute- 
ly defcribes its beauty, and alurements : and I have 
frequently wondered, that he did not, for the fame rea- 
fon, give a more elaborate defcription of the tree of 

life J 
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Hfe } efpeciallj as he was remarkable for his knowledge 
and imitation of the Sacred Writings, and as the fol- 
lowing {^flage in the Revelations, afforded him a hint, 
from which his creative fancy might have worked up a 
ftrikfng pidure : ** In the midfl of the ilreet of it, and 
" of either fide of the river, was there the tree of life : 
" which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her 
** fruit every month 5 and the leaves of the tree were 
" for the healing of the nations.**- 

At the end of the fourth book, fufpence and atten- 
tion are excited to the utmofl ; a combat between 
Satan and the guardians of Eden* is eagerly expe6led, 
snd cutrofity is impatient for the adion and the cataf- 
trophe : but this horrid fray is prevented, expeSatioa 
is cut oS^ and curiofity difappointed, by an expedient, 
which, though applauded by Addifbn and Pope, and 
imitated from Homer and Virgil, will be deemed fri- 
gid sloA inartificial, by all' who judge from their own 
fenfations, and are not content to echo the decifions of 
bthers. The golden balances are held forth, " which," 
fays the poet, ** are yet £een between Aftrea ahd the 
" Scorpion j"^ Satan looks up, and perceiving that his 
fcale mounted aloft, departs with the fhades of night. 
Ta.make fuch a ufe, at fo critical a time, of Libra, a 
ifiere imaginary fign of the Zodiac, is fcarcely juflifi- 
able in a poem founded on religious truth. 

Among innumerable beauties in the Paradife Loft,. 
I think the moft tranfcendent is the fpeech of Satan at 
the beginning of the ninth book : in which his unex- 
tinguiihable pride, and fierce indignation againft God, 
and his envy towards Man, are fo blended with an invo- 
luntary approbation of goodnefs, and difdain of the 
meannefs and bafenefs of his prefent undertaking, as to 

K 3 rendet 
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render it on account of the proprietj of its fentiments 
and its turns of paflion, the mod natural, nod fpirit- 
edy and truly dramatic fpeech, that is, perhaps, to be 
found in any writer, whether ancient or modem : and 
yet Mr. Addifon has pafled it over, unpraifed and un- 
noticed. 

If any apology (hould be deemed neccflary for the 
freedom here ufed with our inimitable bard, let me 
conclude in the YfQxds of Lcuginus : " Whoever was 
*^ carefully to collet the blemiOies of Homer, Demof- 
^ thenes, Plato, and of other celebrated writers of the 
^ (ame rank, would find diey bore not the leaft pro* 
*Sportion to the fublimities and excellencies with 
^ which their works aboond.'' 
Z. 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble fervant,' 

TALXOnOLVS, 



^Qi 
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*^iJ tarn dextro peie concipis^ ut U 
Conatus nonpcsntteat votique pera&if X^'^ 

What in the condu^ of our life appears 

So well deiignMy fo luckily begun, 

But when we have our wifli, we wiih undone^ 

Dktdbn«. 



To the Advsnturer. 

SIR, 

I HAVE been for many years a trader in London* My 
beginning was narrow, and my (tock fmail \ I was, 
therefore, a long time brow-beaten and defpifed by 
thofe who, having more money, thought they had 
more merit than myfelf. I did not, however, fuffer 
my refentment to inftigate me to any mean arts of fup- 
plantation, nor my eagernefs of riches to betray me to 
any indiredt methods of gain ^ I purfued my bufinefs 

K 4 with 
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With inceflant aillduitj, fupported by the hope of beiag 
one day richer than thofe who contemned me ; and had, 
upon every annual review of my books, the fatisfadioa 
of finding my fortune increafed beyond ux^ erpe£la- 
tion. 

In a few years my induftry and probity were fully 
recompenfcd, my wealth was really great, and my re- 
putation for wealth ilill greater. I had large ware- 
houfes crowded with goods, and confiderable fums in 
the public funds ^ I was carefled upon the Exchange 
by the moft eminent merchants ; became the oracle of 
the common council} was folicited to engage in all 
commercial undertakings ; was flattered with the hopes 
of becoming in a (hort time, one of the dire^ors of a 
wealthy company ^ and, to complete my mercantile 
honours, enjoyed the expenfive happinefs of fining for 
fheriff. 

Riches, you know, eafily produce riches : when I 
had acrived to this degree of wealth, I had no longer 
any ob(lru£lion or oppofition to fear ', new acquifitions 
were hourly brought within my reach, and I continu- 
ed for fomc years longer to heap thoufands upon thou- 
fands. 

At lad I refolved to complete the circle of a citi^n's 
profperity by the purchafe of an eftate in the country, 
•and to clofe my life in retirement. From the hour 
that this defign entered my imagination, I found the 
fatigues of my employment every day more oppreflive, 
' and perAiaded myfetf th^t I was no longer equal to 
•perpetual attention, and that my health would foon be 
deftroyed by the torment and diftra6lion of extenfive 
- bufinefs. I could image to myfelf no happinefs, but 
in vacant jollity, and uninterrupted leifure ^ nor en- 
tertain 
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tertain my friends with any other topic, than the vexa- 
tion and uncertainty of trade, and the happincfs of xva^ 
ral privacy. 

. But not with (landing thefe declarations^ I could not. 
at once reconcile myielf to the thoughts of ceafing to> 
get money y and though I was- every day inquiring for. 
a purchafe, I found fome reafoa for rejedting all that 
were offered me ^ and> indeed, had accumulated fo. 
many beauties and conveniencies in my idea of the 
ipot, where I was finally to be happy, that, perhaps, 
the world might have been travelled over, without dif~ 
covery of a place which would not have been dcfedive. 
in fome particular. 

Thus I went on dill talking of retirement, and dill, 
refufing to retire j my friends began to laugh at my de- 
lays, and I grew afhamed to trifle longer with my own 
inclinations j an edate was at length purchafed, I tranf-^ 
ferred my dock to a prudent young man who had mar^*. 
ried my daughter, went down into the country, and. 
commenced, lord of a fpacious mianor. 

Here for fome time I found happinefs equal to my 
expe£iation. I reformed the old houfe according to the. 
advice of the bed architects ^ I threw down the walls of. 
(the garden, an$i inclofed it with pallifades, planted long 
avenues of -trees, filled a green-houfe with exotic, 
j^lants, dug anew canal, and threw the earth iato the. 
old moat. 

The fame of tftcfc expenfive improvements brought, 
in all the country tb fee the diew. I entertained my vi. 
fitors with great liberality, led them round my gar- 
dens, dicwed them my apartments, laid before them, 
plans for new decorations, and was gratified by the. 
wonder of fome and the envy of othets. 

K. 5 ^ ^'^'^ 
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I vras envied ; but how little can one man judge of 

the condition of another ? The time was now coming, 

in which afflUence and fplendor could no longer make 

jne pleafed with myfelf. I had built till the imagina* 

tion of the architect was exhauiled ^ I had added one*. 

convenience to another, till I knew not what more to- 

wifh or to deiign ^ I had laid out toj gardens, planted 

my park, and completed my water-Works ^ and what 

now remained to be done ! what, but to look up to tur* 

sets, of which, when they were once rai(ed t had no 

fsirther ufe, to range over apartments where time was 

tarnilhing the furniiure, to (land by the cafcade of 

"which I fcarcely now perceived the found, and to watch^ 

the growth of woods that mud give their (hade to a difw- 

tant generation. 

In this gloomy inaftivity, is every day begun and* 
"•nded : the happinefs^ that I- have been ft) long^ procur- 
ing is now at an end, becaufe it has been procured j T 
^wander from room to room till I am weary of myfelf 5 I 
lide out. to a neighbouring hill in the eentreof my eilate 
from whence all my lands lie in profpedt round me ; I. 
fee nothing that I have not feen before,, and return home 
difappointed, though I kneW that I had nothing toexpe^l^ 
In my happy days of bafinefs F had been accuftomed. 
to life early in the mornings and remember the time-! 
when I grieved that the night came £b foon upon mtff. 
and obliged me for a few hours to fhut out affluence 
and profperity. I now feldom fee the rifing fun, butt to 
** tell him,'' with the fallen angel, ** how I hate his 
** beams." I wake from fkep as to langour or imprifon- 
ment, and have no employment for the firft- houp but 

to confid^r by what art I (hall rid myfelf of the fecond. 

Iprotr^id the bxcakf2Lft as losxg i||L can, becaufe when 
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it is ended I have no call for taj attention, till I can 
^ith fome degree of decency grow impatient for my din- 
ner. If I could dine all my life, I fhould be happy j I 
«at not becaufe I am hungry, but becaufe I am idl«:. 
but alas ! the time quickly comes when I can eat no 
longer ^ and fo ill does* my conftitution fecond my iit« 
elination, that I'cannot bear ilrong liquors : feven hours : 
muft then be endured before I (hall fup ^ but f upper 
comes at laA, the more welcome as it if in a fhort time : 
fucceeded by fleep« 

Suchj Mr. Adventurer^ is the happinefs, the hope of 
of which feduced me from- the duties and pleafures of 
a mercantile life* I (hall be told by thofe who read 
my narrative, that there are many means of innocent c 
amufement, and many fchemes of ufeful employment^, 
which I do not appear ever to have known j and thait: 
nature and art have provided pleafures, by which;, 
without the drudgery of fettled buHnefs, the adive may 
be engaged; the folitary foothed, and th& fecial ent^— 
tained. 

Thefc arts, Sir, I:have tried. When fir ft- 1 took poC.. 
feflion of my eftate^ in conformity to the tafte of my 
neighbours, L bought'guns and netsi £lled my- kennel: 
with dogs and my ftable- with^ horfes^ but at little ex<»> 
perience (hewed me, that thefe iaftruments-of rural fe- 
licity, would afford me few. gratifications. Inevcrihot 
but to mifs the mark, and, to confefs. the truth, . Was ^* 
firaid of the fire of my own gun. I could dlfcover tio > 
xnufic in the cry of the dogs^ nor could dive ft myielf of ' 
pity for the animal -whofe- peaceful and inoffenfive - life ■ 
was facrificed to our fport. I was no^, indeed,- always > 
at leifure to reifleft upon her danger ^ for my horfe, who ♦ 
bad. been .bred, to the chace, did Aot -always regard my/ 

1L16) iihoice.' 
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choice either of fpeed or way, but leaped hedges and 
ditchef at his own difcretioo, and hurried me along 
with the dogs» to the great diverlion of my brother 
fportfmen. His eagernefs of purfuit once incited him 
.to fwim a river ^ and I had leifure to refolve in the 
water, that I would never hazard my life again for the 
dedru^on of a hare, 

I then ordered books to be procured, and by the dU 
re^ion of the vicar had in a few weeks aclofet elegant- 
ly furniOied. You will, perhaps, be furprifed when I 
tell you, that when once I had ranged them according 
to their fixes, and piled them up in regular gradations^ 
I had received all the pleafure which they could give 
.me. I am not able to excite in myfelf any curiofity ^f- 
ter events which have been long pafled, and in which 
I can, therefpre, have no intereft : I am utterly uncon- 
cerned to know whether Tully or DemoAheqes excel- 
led in oratory, whether Hannibal loft Italy by his own 
negligence or the corruption of his countrymen. I have 
no ikill in controverfial learning, nor can conceive why 
fomany volumes (hould have been written upon quef- 
tiqnt, which I have lived fo long ai^ fo happily with- 
out underftanding. I once refolved to go through the 
yolumet relating to the office of juftice of the peace, but 
found them fo crabbed and intricate, that in lefs than a 
month I defifted in defpair, and refolved to fupply my 
deficiences by paying a competent falary to a ikilful 
cUrk. 

I am naturally inclined to hofpitality, and for fome 
time kept up a conftaat intercourfe of viiits with the 
neighbouring gentlemen : but though they are eaiijy 
brought about me by better wine than they can find at 
any other houfe, I am not much relieved by their con- 

vcrfation j 
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verfation 5 they have no Ikill in commerce or the (locks, 
and I have no knowledge of the hiilory of families or 
the faftions of the country j fo that when the firft ci- 
vilities are over, they ufually talk to one another, and 
I am left alone in the raidft of the company. Though 
I cannot drink myfelf, I am obliged to encourage the 
circulation of the glafs j their mirth grows more tur- 
bulent and obftreperous 5 and before their merriment 
is at an end, I am iick with difgud, and, perhaps, re- 
proached with my fobriety, or by fome fly infinuations 
infulted as a cit. 

Such, Mr. Adventurer, is the life to which I am 
condemned by a foolifh endeavour to be happy by im- 
tation J fuch is the happinefs to which I pleafed myfelf 
with approaching, and which I confidcred as the chief 
end of my cares aiid my labours. I toiled year after 
year with cheerfulnefs, in expedlation of the happy hour 
in which I might be idle : the privilege of idlenefs is 
attained, but has not brought with it the blefling of 
tranquility. 

T. I am, 

Yours, &c. 

Mercatoi.. 
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No. cm. Tucfday, Oaobcr 30. i7J3t. 



'^id enim raltone^timemus^ 



How void of reafofl are our topes and fears ! 

Drtd£n.. 

In thofc remote times^ when by the intervention of FaU 
ries, men received good and evil, which fucceeding ge- 
nerations could expe^ only from natural caiifes, Soli- 
man, a mighty prince, reigned over a thoufand pro- 
vinces in the diftant regions of the eafl. It is record- 
ed of Soliman, that he had no favourite j but among; 
the principal nobles of his court was Omaraddin. 

Omaraddin had two daughters^ Almerine and She- 
limah. At the birth of Almerine, the faify £lfarina>> 
hadprefided^ and incompliance with the iofportunate 
and reiterated requed of the parents, had endowed her 
with every natural excellence both of body and mind, 
and decreed that ** (he fhould be fought in marriage by% 
'* 2 fovcrcign prince," 

Wlien3 
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When the vvife of Omaraddin was pregnant with 
Shelimah, the fairy Elfarina was- again invoked j at 
which Farimina, another power of the aerial kingdom, 
was offended. Farimina was inexorable and cruel y 
the number of her votaries-, therefore was few. £lf^ 
xina was placable and benevolent ^ and Fairies of thi» 
chara6^cr were obferved to be fuperior in pawer, whe- 
ther becaufe it is the nature of vice to defeat its own. 
purpofe, or whether the calm and equal tenor of a vir- 
tuous mind pievents thofemiftakes^which are committed 
in the tumult and precipitation of outrageous malevo- 
lence. But Farimina, from whatever caufe, refolved 
that her influence fhould not be wanting } ihe, there-^ 
fore, as far as (he was able, precluded the influence of 
Elfarina, by firfl pronouncing the incantation which de^ 
termined the fortune of the infant, whom (he difcover- 
ed by divination to be a girl. Farimina, that the inno- 
cent obje6l of her malice might be defpifed by others,, 
and perpetually employed in tormenting herfelf, de- 
creed, *^ that her perfon (hould be rendered hideous by 
** every fpecies of deformity, and that all her wi(he9^ 
*^ fhould fpontaneoufly produce an- oppofite effe£b.^ 

The parents dreaded the birth of the. infant under 
this maledid^ion, with which Elfarina had acquainted 
them, and which (he could not reverfe. The moment 
they beheld it, they were folicitous only to conceal it. 
from the world ^ they confidered the complicated de« 
formity of unhappy Shelimah, as- fome reproach to them-^ 
felves '^ and as they could not hope to change her ap- 
pearance, they did not find themfelves interefled in her- 
ffelicity. They made no requeft to Elfarina, that (he 
would by any jntelledual endowment alleviate miferies 
irvhich they (hould not participate| but. feemed content 
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that a betDg fo hideous fhould fuffer perpetual difappoint- 
QieDt^ and, indeed, they concurred to injure an infant 
^hich they could hot behold with complacency, by 
fending her with only one attendant to a renaote ca(ll« 
which flood on the confines of a wood. 

Elfarina, however, did not thus forfake innocence iit 
diRrefs ; but to counterbalance the evils of obfcurity,. 
negledl, and uglinefs, fhe decreed, that *^ to the tafle of 
V Shelimah the coarfefl food fhould be the mofl exqui- 
^* fite dainty ^ that the rags which covered her, fhould 
" in her efVimation be equal to cloth of gold •, that fhe 
**^ fhould prize a palace lefs than a cottage ^ and that 
'* in thefe cfrcumftances love fhould be a flranger to 
" her breaft." To prevent the ve&ation which would 
arlfe from the continual difappointment of her wiOies^ 
appeared at firfl to be more difHcult y but this was 
at length perfe6l1y effefled by endowing her with Con- 
tent. 

While Shelimah was-immured in y remote caflle, ne» * 
glefled and forgotten, every city in the dominions o£ 
Soliman contributed to decorate the petfon,or cultivate 
the mind of Almerine^ The houfe of her father wa» 
the refort of all who excelled in learning of whatever 
clafs J and as the wit of Almarine was equal to her beau-^ 
ty, her knowledge was foon equal to her wit. 

Thus accomplifhed, fhe became the obje^ of univcr- - 
fal admiration *, every heart throbbed at her approach; 
every tongue was filent when fhe fpoke ^ at the glance 
of her eye every cheek was covered with blufhes of dif-^ 
fidence or defire, and at her command every foot be- 
came fwift as that of the roe. Bnt Almerine, whont 
ambition was thus jealous to obey, who was reverenced 
b/ hoary wifidomi. and beloved by youthful beauty, was 

i;^erha|^& 
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perhaps the moft wretched of her fex. Perpetual adu- 
lation had made her haughtj and fierce^ her penetra- 
tion and delicacy rendered alnoft every obje£t offen- 
five ^ (he was difguiled with imperfeftions which others 
could not difcover ^ her bread was dorroded by detef*^ 
tation, when others were (bftened by pity 5 fhe loft the 
fweetnefs of lleep by the want of exercife, and the re- 
li(h of food by continual luxury ^ but her life became 
yet more wretched, by her fenlibility of that paflion, o» 
which the happinefs of life is believed chiefly to de- 
pend. 

NourafTin, the phyfician of Soliman, "was of noble 

birth, and celebrated for his ikill through all the £aft. 
fie had juft attained the meridian of life^ his per« 
fon was graceful, and his manner foft and infinuating. 
Among many others, by whom Almerine had b^en 
taught to invefligate nature, NourafUn had acquainted 
her with the qualities of trees and herbs. Of him (he 
learned, how an innumerable progeny are contained in 
the parent plant ^ how they expand and quicken by de« 
grees ^ how from the fame foil each imbibes a different 
juice, which rifing from the root hardens into branches 
above, fwells into leaves, and flowers, and fruits, infi- 
nitely various in colour, and tafle, and fmell : of powet 
to repel difeafes, or precipitate, the Arokcof deajth* 

Whether by the caprice which i& common to vio<» 
lent paflions, or whether by fome potion which Nou- 
raffin found means to adminiiter to his fcholar, is not 
known ; but of Nouraflin (he became enamoured to the 
moft romantic excefs. The pleafurc with which flic 
had before refledled on the decree of the fairy, " that 
*' flie fliould be fought in marriage by a fovereign 
" prince," was now at an end. It was the cuftom of 

the 
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the nobles to prefent their daughters to the Ring, when 
thej entered their ei||^eenth year > an event which 
Almerine had oft^^tiiticipated with impatience and 
hope, but now wimb to prevent with folicitude 
and terror. The period urged forward, like every 
thing future, with filent and irreiiftible rapidity, at 
length arrived. The curiofity of Soliman had been 
raifed, as well by accidental encomiums, as by the 
artifices of Omaraddin, who now haded to gratify it 
with the utmoft anxiety and perturbation: he difcovered 
the confufion of his daughter, and imagined that it , 
was produced like his own, by the uncertainty and im- 
portance of an event, which would be determined be* 
lore the day fhould be pafled. He endeavoured to 
give her a peaceful confidence in the promtfe of the 
Fairy, which he wanted himfelf ^ and perceived, with 
regret, that her diftrefs rather increafed than di- 
miniOied : this incident, however, as he had no fufpi* 
cion of the caufe, only rendered him more impatient of 
delay ^ and Almerine, covered with ornaments by 
which art and nature were exhaufted, was, however re- 
lu^ant, introduced to the King. 

^oilman was now in his thirtieth year. He had 
fate ten years upon the throne, and for the fleadinefs 
of his virtue had been furnamed the Juft, He had' 
hitherto confidered/the gratification of appetite as a low 
enjoyment, allotted to weaknefs and obfcurity ^ and 
the excercife of heroic virtue, as the fuperior felicity 
of eminence and power. He had as yet taken no wife ^ 
nor had he immured in his palace a multitude of un- 
Jiappy beauties, in whom defire had no choice, and 
affe6lion no objed, to be fu'cceflivcly forfaken after un- 
refined violation, and at laft fink into the grave with« 
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out having anfwered any nobler purpofe, than fometixnes 
to have gratified the caprice of k tyrant, whom they 
faw at no other feafon, and whofe pui^iBace could raife 
no paflion more remote from deteftatibn than fear. 

Such was Soliman > who, having gazed fome mo- 
xnents upon Almerine with iilent admiration, rofe up, 
and turning to the princes who Hood round him, *^ To* 
irxrioW/' faid he, ** I will grant the requeft which 
** you have fo often repeated, and place a beauty upon 
** my throne, by whom I may tranfmit my dominion 
^* to poderity : to morrow, the daughter of Omarad* 
** din (hall be my wife.'' 

The joy with which Omaraddin heard this decUra- 
tion, was abated by the eSe&. which it produced upon 
Almerine : who, after fome ineffedual ftruggles with 
the paffions which agitated her mind, threw herfelf in« 
to the arms of her women, and buril into tears. Soli« 
man immediately difmifled his attendants ; and taking 
her in hit arms, inquired the caufe of her diftrefs : this, 
howevcfi was a fecret, which neither her pride nor her 
fear would fuffer her to reveal. She continued:^ filent 
and inconfolable ^ and Soliman, though he fecretly fuf- 
pe^ed fome other attachment, yet appeared to be fati£- 
^ed.with the fuggeftions of her father, that her emo- 
tion was only fuch as is common to the fex upon any 
great and unexpeded event. He defifled from farther 
importunity, and commanded that her- women (hould 
remove her to a private apartment of the palace, and 
that (he (hould be attended by his phyfician Nourafiin. 
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'Semita certt 



TranquWa per virtutem patet unica vita*. Jxiv^. 

But only virtue (hews the paths of peace». 

^NouRAssiN, who had already learaed what had happen^ = 
edy found his defpair relieved by this opportunity of 
another interview. The lovers, however, were re- 
ilrained from condolenee and confultatton, by the pre- 
fence of the women who could not. be difmifled : but 
Nouraflin* put a fmall vial into the hand of'Ailme* 
line as he departed, and told her, that it contaiiled ft 
€01 dial which, if adminiHered in time, would infalli- 
bly reRore the cheerfulnefs and vigour that (he had 
loil. Thefe words were heard by the attendants^ 
though they were underflobd only by Almerinc \ (he , 
readily comprehended, that the potion (he had receif* 
ed was poifon, which would relieve her from languor 
and melancholy by removing the caufe, if it could be 
given to the king before her marriage was completed. 
After Nouraflin was gone, (he fate ruminating on the 

• 

itt* 
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licity of her fituation, and the dreadful events of 
morrow till the night was far fpent ^ and then, ex- 
(led with perturbation and watching, (he funk down 
;he fofa, and fell into a deep fleep, 
rhe king, whofe reft hid been interrupted by the 
£ts which the beauty of Almerine had produced 
n his mindy rofe at the dawn of day ^ and fending 

her principal attendant, who had been ordered to 
tch in her chamber, eagerly inquired what had 
n her behaviour, and whether ihe had recovered 
en her furprife. He was acquainted, that (he had 
i\y fallen afleep^ and that a cordial had been left 

NourafHn, which he affirmed would, if not too 
g delayed, faddenly recover her from languor and 
e6):ion, and which, notwithflanding, ihe had ne- 
stled to take. Soliman derived new hopes from 
s intelligence ^ «nd that (he might meet him at the 
ur of marriage with the cheerful vivacity which 
; tordial of Nouradin would infpire, he ordered, - 
It it (hould, without a&ing her any queflion, be* 
xtd with whatever (he firfl drank in the morning. 
Almerine, in whofe blood the long-continued tu*' 
lit of her mind had produced a feverlfh heat, awaked, 
rched with thirft, and called eagerly forfherbet:' 
:r attendant, having firfl emptied the vial into the' 
»wl, as (he had been commanded by the king, pre- 
nted it to her, and (he drank it off. As foon as (he 
id recoUeded the horrid budnefs of the day, ihe 
ifled the vial ^ and, in a few moments, (he- learned 
>w it had been applied. The fud den terror which 
9w feized her, haftened the effedl of the poifon ^ and 
le felt already the fire kindled in her veins, by which" 
I a few hours (he would be dedroyed.* Hex diforder 
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\rat now apparent, though the caufe was not fufped* 
ed* Nouraflin was again introduced, and acquainted 
with the mi (take. An antidote was immediately pre* 
pared and adminiflered j and Almerine waited the 
event, in agonies of body and mind, which are not to 
be defcribed. The internal commotion every inltant 
inereafed^ fudden and intolerable heat and cold fuc* 
ceeded each other ^ and, in lefs than an hour, (he was 
covered with a leprofy : her hair fell, her head fwelledi 
and every feature in her countenance was diRorted. 
Nouraflin, who was doubtful of the event, had with- 
drawn, to conceal his confufion ^ and Almerine, not 
knowing that thefe dreadful appearances were the pre- 
fages of recovery, and ihewed that the fatal effeds of 
the poifbn were expelled from the citadel of life, coo* 
ceived her di Ablution to be near, and, in the agony of 
remorfe and terror, earneftly requeued to fee the kiogi 
Soliman haftily entered her apartment, and beheld the 
ruins of her beauty with a(loni(hment, which every 

■ 

moment increafed ^ while (he difcovered the mifcbia 
which had been intended againd him, and which had 
now fallen upon her own head. 

Soliman, after lie had recovered from his aflonifh* 
ment, retired to his own apartment ^ and, in this in* 
terval of recolle£lion, he foon difcovered, that the de- 
fire \)f beauty had feduced him from the path of juftice^ 
and that he ought to have difmiffed the perfbn whpfe. 
affedions he believed to have another objedt. 'He Si 
not, therefore, take away the life of Nouraflin, fort, 
crime, to which he himfelf had furnifhed the temptt- 
tion : but as fpme puni(hment was neceifary, as a fanc- 
tion to the. lawt;, he condemned him to perpetual ba* 
niihment. He commanded, that Almerine ihouldbe 

z bit 
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fent back to her father, that her life might be a me* 
morial of his folly ^ and he determined, if poflible, to 
atone, by a fecond marriage, for the errors of the firft. 
He considered how he might enforce and illuftrate 
fome general precept ^ which wquld contribute more 
to the felicity of his people, than his leaving them a 
foVereign of his own blood : and at length he deter- 
mined to publifh this proclamation throughout all the 
provinces of his empire: " Soliman, whofe judgment 
*^ has been perverted, and whofe life endangered, by 
*^ the influence and the treachery of unrivalled beau« 
*^ ty, is now refolved to place equal deformity upon 
*^ his throne, that, when this event is recorded, the 
** world may know, that by Vice beauty became yet 
*^ more odious than uglinefs,— and learn, like Soliman 
** to defpife that excellence, which, without Virtue, 
^' is only a fpecious evil^ the reproach of the pofleflbr, 
'* and the fnare of others. " 

Shelimah, during thefe events, experienced a very 
•different fortune. She remained, till (he was thirteen 
years of age, in the caftle j and it happened, that, 
about this time, the perfon to whofe care (he had been 
committed, after a (hort ficknefs, died. Shelimah 
imagined that (he ilept; but perceiving that all at- 
tempts to awaken her were ineffedlual, and her flock 
of prdvifions being exhauded, (he found means to open 
the wicket, and wander alone into the wood. She fa- 
tisfied her hunger with fuch berries and wild fruits as 
(he found ^ and at night, not being able to find her 
way back, (he lay down under a thicket, and dept. 
Here (he was awaked early in the morning by a pea- 
fant, whofe compa(iion happened to be proof againft 
4eferaiity, The man aiked her many queftions ^ but 
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her anfwers rather iocreafing than gratifying his curt- 
ofity, he fee her before him on his beaft, and carried 
her to his houfe in the next village, at the .diftance of 
about hx leagues. In his fami]y« (he yvsLS the jeft of 
feme, and the pity of others. She was employed in 
the meaned offices ^ and her figure procured her the 
name of Goblin. But, amidft all the difadvantages of 
her fituation, (he enjoyed the utmod felicity of food 
and reft : as (he formed no wifhes, (he fuffered no dif« 
appointment : her body was healthful, and her i&ind 
at peace. 

In this <l«tion (he had continued four years ', when 
tlie heralds appeared in the village with the proclama- 
tion of Soliman. Shelimah ran out with others to 
gaze at the parade. She liftened to the proclamation 
with great attention > and, when it Was. ended, (he 
perceived that the eyes of the multitude were ^xed 
upon her. One of the horfemen at the fame time 
alighted. 5 and, with great ceremony, intreated her to 
enter a chariot, which was in the retinue ^ telling her, 
that (he was, without doubt, the perfon whom Nature 
and Soliman had deftined to be their queen. Sheli- 
mah replied with a fmile, that (he had no defire to be 
great J " but," faid (he, *V if your proclamation be 
^* true, I fhould rejoice to be the inftrument of fuch 
*' admonition to mankind } and, upon this condition^ 
'' I wiih that I were indeed the mod deformed of my- 
'* fpecies. " The moment this wi(h was uttered, the 
fpell. of Farimina produced the contrary e(Fe£l : her 
fkin, which was fcaly and yellow^ became fmooth and 
white, her ftature was perceived gradually to increafe, 
her neck rofe like a pillar of ivory, her bofom expand- 
ed, and her waid became lefs ^ her hair, which before 

was 
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was tbia and of a dirty red, was now black as tbe fea« 
tbcrs of the raven, and flowed in large ringlets on ber 
ihoulders^ tbe moft exquifke fenfibility now fparkled 
in ber eye, ber cbeeks were tinged witb tbe blufbes of 
tbe morning, and ber lips moiftened witb tbe dew ;: 
every limb was perfed, and every motien was grace- 
ful : a wbite robe was tbrown over her by an invifible 
hand 5 tbe crowd fell back in* aflonribment, and gazed 
witb infatiable curioiity upon fucb l}cauty a» before 
tbey bad never feen.. Sbelimab was not lefs a(loni(Eed 
than tbe crowd : (be flood a while with her eyes fixed^ 
upon tbe ground, and, finding ber confuiion increafe, 
would have retired in filence ^ but (be was prevented 
by tbe heralds ; who, having witb much importunity 
prevailed upon her to enter tbe chariot, returned with' 
her to tbe metropolis, prefented her to Soliman, znd» 
related the prodigy. - 

Soliman looked round upon tl»e aflembly, in dbubt^ 
whether to profecute or relinquKh bis purpofe-^ when^ 
Abbaran, a hoary fage, who bad prefided itvtbe coun« 
cii of bis .father, came forward^ and p]acing,his forer 
head on the foot-ftool of -the throne, " Let the king^?*' 
faid he,." accept the reward of virtue, and take She- 
^^ limab to bis bed. In what age^ and in what nation,- 
*^ (hall not the beauty of Sbelimab be honoured ? to - 
^ whom will it be tiranfmitted alone ? Will not the 
^ flory of tbe wife of Soliman defcend with her name? 
'^ will it not be known, that thy dedre of beauty was^ 
^ not gratified, till it had been fubdued ? that by an 

iniquitous purpofe beauty became hideous^ and by a> 

virtuous wi(h deformity became fiir ?- 

Soliman, who had &xed his eyes upon Sbelimab, diC* 
covered a mixture of joy and coufufion in her cour- 

Vou. Ill, h teoancc^' 
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tenance^ wbidh determined bis cboice, and was an ear-^ 
neft of hit felkitj >,fbr at that momenl, Lovei who, 
during her ftate of dcfovmity, had been excluded by the^ 
fiury Elfarina^s interdi&ioni took poffeflion of her^ 
bead. 

The nuptial ceremony was not long dflayed, and £1^. 
farina honoured it with her prefence. When (he de->- 
parted, .(he bellowed on both her benediSion ^ and put 
into the hand o£ Shelimah a fcroll of vellum, oa whiclu 
was this infcriptioB in letters of gold : 

** Remember, Shelimah, the fate of Almerine^ wh'o^ 
'' ftill lives the- reproach of parental folly, of degraded 
^ beauty, and.perverted JenCe* Remember Almerihe ^ . 
^ and let her example and thy own experience teach 
^ thee, that, wit and .beauty, learning, affluence, andt' 
'* honour, are •not. eflehtial . to human felicity y with- 
" thefe.ihewas^ wretched, and^nrithont them thou wafl^. 
^ ha^y* . The advantages which I have hitherto bef*- 
^ towed^ muft now be obtained , by an . effort of thy. 
'* own:. that ^ich gives reiiOi.t^ the coarTeft food,, 
<^ is Temperanec> .the apparel and the dwelling of a 
<*'peafaQt and a prince, are eqijfalin the eftimation of 
'' humility ^...and « t^e torment o£ ineffedual dedres is . 
*^ preveiitttdt by die refignation of Piety to the will of 
*' Heavep^f a4 vantages whi«h ace in the power off 
'^ every wretch, who repines at the unequal di(lribu<» 
<< tion o(:good(and evil, and% imputes .to ^ Nature ther 
:' ttt^&$ of his? own foUy/' 

The Sl^g, ta whom Shelimah communicated thefe 
pf excepts of theul^ry, caufed them to be tranfcribed, . 
and with an account of the events which had produced^ 
tbemiCUAxibtXtedAvei^allhis dominions. Precepts which. 

wjcce. 



^ere thus enforced, had An immediate and exteniire in- 
--^iiCQce^ and the happtnefs of Solimah and of Shell*;. 

mah Was thus communicated to the multttttde whoiila 

tfaej govtrned« 
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^SiUwUtt eMseiun |if enan'clrus, aquulefque ejus letatU magi^ 
'^am uperis^ FhUemon dc biphihf^ el inoenere iaifM 

VlLL. PAttHCtTI^ 

• 

^enander, tog^thier'with Philemon and Diphilot, trfi# 
Ibnft be ti«mi^ Wltfaliim rather as his contemporaries 
than his equals^ inrented within the ^compafs of t 
'few years a ne^ kind of comedy, and left it be- 
yond the ^nfftdh of imitation. 

To the AdinKToiUic* 

Morality, tafte and literature^ fcarcely ever futfered 
itoorS ihopstrably, thtfn by the lofs of the |;omtdics ol 

L ^ Mea^ 
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Menander ^ fome of thofe fragments^ agreeble to mj 
promifey I am now going to lay before you, wHicb I 
ihould imagine would be as highly prized by the curi« 
ous, as was the Coan Venus which Appelles left im- 
^erfed and unfiniChed. 

Menander was celebrated for the fweetnefs, brevity, 
and fententioufnefs of his ftile. ** He was fond of £tt« 
** ripldesy*' hy» Quintilian, *^ and nearly imitated the 
'' manner of this tragic writer^ though in a different 
'^ kind of work. He is a complete pattern of oratorial 
'* excellence : it^ omnem vitse imaginem ezpreflit| tan- 
'^ ta in eo inveniendi copia, et eloquendi facultas j it^ 
^ eft omnibus rebus, perfonis, affe£bibtts, accomodatus : 
** fo various and fo juft are all his piftures of life ^ fo 
** copious is his invention, fo mafterly bis elocution j 
** fo wonderfully is he adapted to all kinds of fubje6tS| 
^* 'perfons, and paflions.'' This panegyric refleds equal 
jhonour on the critic, and on the comedian. . Qointilian 
bas here painted Menander with as lively and ezpvef- 
five jdrokes^ as Menander had cfaaraAerifed the Athe- 
iitans. 

Boileau, in his celebrated eighlh fatire, has not pre* 
fented the mifery and folly of man| fo forcibly or hu« 
^cmroufly as Menander. 

^Aifttffet «•« (m tn ftMtUftttitt^ 

Kmi vtuf %}Qti9T» /AxXk«¥ avfifnn «r«X(A 

T«r nmt ^m i|ir< •mftrti rftr§Hf 

A h (putris 2i)i;Kiy aurm rmtr i;^ii. 

Kurt tr«^ tutrm Inpoe itffit6^i{9fU*i 
A»«1I^, »y «rl«f« r# «» inni *miutff 
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'^Ofyiisfu^' «9 i^n r)r wmtiuif i 
4>«Ctf^t/* «^yXat)^ «V««fce^ di^iM^H* 

* All animals arc inorc happy, and hate rtiore undcri 
^' Aanding than man. Look, for indance, on yondeB 
^' afs J all kltbw hwx to be miferable : his evils, hoi^« 
*' evet| are not brought on him by himfelf and hilr 
*^ own* faults he feels only thofe which nature has itk^ 
** Aided. Wc> on the contrary, befide^ our neceffary 
^' ills, draw uiM>n bdrTel^e's a multitude of others. We 
^^ are in'diincholy, if any perfbn happen to fneeze } w6 
" are ahgry, if any fp^ak reproachfully of uS j ^nfr 
^^ man is affrighted With an unlucky dream, anolher 
'' kt the hooting of an owl. Our contentions, our 
** anxieties, our opinions, ^our ambitidn, our laws, are 
''all evils, w^ich We outfelves have fuperadded to na- 
** ture.^' ComparifonS betwitt the conditions dJF the 
brutal and huthan fpecies> have been frequently drawn y 
but this of Menander, as it probably was the fir ft, fo it* 
is the beft I have ever feen. 

If this paflage is admirable fof the vivacity aUd ie- 
Vtrfty of its fatire, the following certainly deferves 
ideeper attention for weight of fentiment, and fublittiitjir. 
und purity of morale 

*£ti^v rot»Teny''n xdtucxtdei&fuim 
ti^mtkf* W/t«r, icM fleets impas f;^cf. 
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*0 y»f 9f «f /3>.i«rt/ rt wXnriMi xfwfmi 

** He that offeri ih {adrifite, O PampliiluSi a ihnlti' 

** tade of bulls and of goats, of golden veftments, of 
** purole garments, or figures of ivorjy or precioutf 

'' gems ) and imagines by this to conciliate the favoat 

'' of trod, is grofsly miftaken^ and has no folid uhder- 

^* {landing. For he that would facrifice with fuc-^ 

** cefs» ought to be chafte and charitable, no corrupted 

" of virgins, no adulterer, ho robber of murderer {ot 

*' the lidte of lucre. Covet not, O Pamphilas, even 

'* the thread of another man's needle ; for God, whd 

*^ is near thee, perpetually beholds thy a6lions.'' 

Temperance, atid jufllce, and purity, ate here in^ul- 

eated in the (Irongeil manner, and upoif the molt 

powerful motive, the Omniscience of the Deity j at 

the fame time, fuperftition and the idolatry of the hea* 

then are artfully ridiculed. I know not among the 

smcients any paflage that contains fuch exalted and 

fpiritualized thoughts of religion. Yet if thefe refined 

fentiments were to be iiiferted in a modern comedy, I • 

fear they would be reje6led with difdain and di^ppro<-- 

bation. The Athenians could endure to hear God 

and Virtue mentioned in the theatre } while an £ng- 

lifh and a ChHRiah audience can lau^h at adultery af 

B jed, think obfceuity wit, and debauchery amiable. 

The murderer, if a dCellift, is a man of honour, the 

gameHcr underHands the att of living, the knave ha$ 

penetration and knows mankind, the fpendthrift is a 
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Iclldvr 6{ finti Qittit, the rake has oiily rdbbed a fre(h 
counntry girl of her iandcehce and honour, the jilt 
llhd the coquet have a great deal 6f vivacity and fire i 
but a faithful hufband is a dupe and a tuekold^ and i 
plain country g^tleman, a novice and ^ fool. Th^ 
wrench that ddred to ridicule Socrates abounds not iu 
to much falfe fatire, ribaldry, obfcenity, and blafphemyi 
as our witty and wicked triumvirate, Wycherley, Con« 
greve, and Vanbrugh. 

Menandbr has another veiy remarkable refleAios^ 
worthy ^ven that divine religion, which the lafl-mea* 
tioned writers fo impotedtljr eiidedvoiired to ittidei 
ft relates to the forgiveh^fs df enemies^ a precept not 
totally uhkuown to the ancient fages, . as hath ra(hiy 
been afiirmed ; though never inculcated with fuch fre^ 
^uency, fervour and cogency, and on motived fo weighs 
ty and efBcacious, as by the founder of the Chfiftiaii 
Syflenii 

'^ He, O Gorgias, is the moft virtuous man, who btfft 
^' knows among mortills how to bekr injuries with 
•* patience.^ 

It may not be Improper to alleviate the ferioufnefs o^ 
thefe moral refleftions, by the additioii of a paflage of 
a more light and fprlghtly tufn* 

•O ftti*Eiftx»ffi»S tnH 0i«# Mai ityff, 
Anuut 4^p ytif «iXi«y, Wf a/^s* 

T' etfyvpm '^fitn kou r» ;^Wi$¥ fi«f§94 
i^fPir»fAioi rnrn, ymf us rnv otKian 
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1u^ mi /kiJlii, m uim git yum^nU, 
*AyfHf *tMm^ BifturiMru , mfylfmiuird^ 

f 

^ Epicatmus, indeed, calls the vnnis^ iiht water, t^e 
^* earth, the fiin, the firje, and the (lars, Gods. Bufc' 
'' I am of opinion, that ^old and filver a¥e our only 
** powerful and propicious deltier. For wken oncd 
** you have inttod^Sted thefe into your houte^ wifh £c& 
** what you will, you (hall qu)^kly obtain it} abeHate^ 
** k habitation, fervant), plate, mends, judges, wit^ 
^ ncffefs.'^ 

From thefe (hort fpeciinehs, we may in fotne mea^ii. 
imst ht enabled to jud^e of Meiian'<l^rS way of think* 
fng and of writing ; remeUiDering always how much 
liis elegance is injured by a plain profaic tranflation^ 
Ud by confidering the paflageS fingly lind feparately^ 
without knowiUg^Hie charadters oF the perfonages thai 
ipc^e them, and the aptbeft atrd .propriety with whicK 
they were introduced. 

The delicacy and detbruid obierved conftahtly by 
Menander, rinltjertd him the datlitig writer ot th^ 
Athenian^, a\ a time wheiii the Atheniails ivere atiir<. 
cd at the height of profperity and pblitenelV, and could 
iio longer relifh the coarfe railleries, the brutal mirth, 
i^nd illiberal wit, of ad indecent AriftophA^dcs. . " Men^ 
*< an)der," fays Plutarch, ** abdunds in k precious At- 
** tic fait, which feeins to hate beeil taken fr6m the 
*• fame fea, whence Venus herfclf a/ofe. But the fait 
^ of Ariftdphanes is bitter, difguding, and corrofive;" 

There are two circumflances that may juftly give 
us a mean opinion of the tade of the Romans foir 
comic entertainments : that in the Augui^ah age itfelf, 

not^ 
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notwitfaflanding the cenfure of Horace, Xhtj preferred 
the low buffoonery and drollery of Plautus to the dell* 
cacy and civility of Terence, the faithful copier of 
Menander j and that Terence, to gratify an audience 
unacquainted with the real excellencies of the drama^ 
found himfelf obliged to violate the iimplicity of Men. 
«nder^s plots, and work up two dories into one in each 
«f his comedies, except the excellent and exa6l He« 
cyra. But this duplicity of fable abounding in van* 
«us turns of fortune, neceflarily draws off the attention 
from what ought to be its chief objeft Ir a legitimate 
comedy, Character and Humour. 

Z. 

I am, SIR. 

Ypur humble Servant^ 
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